
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

TEXAS ALP 63rd ANNUAL 

EDUCATION CONFERENCE 

“Spirit of the Islands” 
Houston, Texas    April 20-21, 2018 

 

 

 
 January 2018 

Volume 15, Issue 3 www.texasalp.org 



 

 
January 2018 www.texasalp.org  Page 2 

 
 

Editor 
Lola J. Smith-Gentry, ACP 

lgentry@hkwwlaw.com  
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Materials in The Texas Docket are for general 
informational purposes only; they are not 
intended to, and do not, constitute legal advice. 
For specific legal advice, readers are encouraged 
to consult with counsel of their choice. 
 
The Texas Docket is the official publication of the 
Texas Association of Legal Professionals. Texas 
ALP assumes no responsibility for the opinions or 
points of view expressed by contributors unless 
statements have been authorized by action of the 
Association. All articles not otherwise signed are 
staff written. Permission to reproduce material 
appearing in The Texas Docket must be obtained 
from the Editor. Texas ALP endorses no item or 
service other than those under the auspices of the 
Association. 
 
The Texas Docket is published electronically four 
times a year by the Texas Association of Legal 
Professionals. Publication dates are July, 
October, January, and April, with submission 
deadlines being June 1, September 1, December 1, 
and March 1. One copy of each issue is furnished 
to members as part of their membership dues. 
 
The subscription rate for nonmembers is $20 per 
year. Subscription requests should be directed to 
the Editor. 
 
Send address corrections to: 
 
Helene Wood, PP, PLS, TSC  
Communications Chair 
communications@talp.org 
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2018-2019 Texas ALP Officers 
 
President – Rita Alesi, PP, PLS, TSC-CL 
President-Elect – Andrea Griffin, PP, PLS 
Treasurer – Tina Hurley, PP, PLS 
Secretary – Marlena P. Johnson, PLS 
 

The members of Texas ALP 
look forward to your leadership next year! 
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Hello Members, 
 
What are you doing to recruit members? We need new members 
to help us grow. We can all benefit from one another’s 
knowledge. Each member is essential in the success of moving 
our association forward. I encourage each one of you to market 
Texas ALP because you as members are our greatest asset. The 
membership campaign runs through March 31, 2018. Remember, 
IT STARTS WITH US! 
Congratulations to Laura DeLeon of Waco LPA on winning the 
Spotlight Piece! 

 
Mary Bullard nominated Laura and stated the following: 

“Laura DeLeon is an insightful member of our 
association and possesses a new perspective of our 
profession. She is progressive, readily accepts 
responsibility, and is always prepared to undertake 
new projects. Her professionalism and work ethic 
help her deal effectively with multiple projects and 
enable her to change her priorities. 
 
Laura is enthusiastic about her profession and her 
involvement in our association. In her roles as 
President-Elect and Membership Chair, Laura has 
thought outside the box as evidenced by last year's 
Membership Drive event at the Waco Escape Room 
or this year's event--a Ladies Night Out. 

 
Laura's attitude makes it a delight to serve with her in our association. She is truly an asset to our 
tri-level association.” 

 
Laura, a Litigation Paralegal, has gained more self-confidence in her abilities due to her chapter 
pushing her to accept officer positions. The networking and wealth of knowledge from fellow 
members is what Laura enjoys most about being a member of Texas ALP. She and her husband, 
Delton, have a two-year-old daughter. They love spending time doing everything from sports to 
four-wheeling. 
 
Monica Acuña 
Membership Chair 2017-2018 
  

http://www.texasalp.org/
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Membership Madness is here! IT STARTS WITH US, so bring in new members to 
mentor, educate, and network with and score some cash. Campaign runs through March 31, 2018. 
Please see attached membership campaign for more details. Everyone can be a winner! 
 

http://www.texasalp.org/
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Houston ALP received its charter on January 25, 1956. 
Lubbock LPA received its charter on March 1, 1958. 

NALS of Amarillo received its charter on March 30, 1957. 
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Sponsored by 

Texas Association of Legal Professionals 
Affiliated with NALS . . . the association for legal professionals 

 
 

Texas CLE Saturday  
Webinar/Seminar 

for Paralegals, Legal Assistants, Legal Secretaries, and Other Lawyers’ Assistants 
 

 
 

CLE Credit: 4.0 hours (includes 1.0 hour of ethics) 
Meets All Criteria for Recertification CLE for NALS 

 

January 20, 2018    9 a.m. to 1 p.m.  
 
 
 

Schedule and other details to be announced soon. 
 

Please submit your ideas for CLE topics to  
rachel@expressrecords.net 

 

http://www.texasalp.org/
mailto:rachel@expressrecords.net
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Better Together 
A Report on the NALS 66th Annual Education & Networking Conference 

 
By Rita C. Alesi, PP, PLS, TSC-CL 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Front row left to right: 
Sue Ellis, Rita Alesi, Donna Dendy, Norma Rios, Suzanne Beatty, Susan Mano, Julie Abernathy 

Back row left to right: 

Marty Olson, Tina Hurley, Helene Wood, Linda Gill, Faynell Poe 
 
As President-elect, Texas ALP sponsored my attendance to the NALS Conference in Norfolk and I am 
pleased to report it was a fantastic conference. Members from Texas who attended the conference were: 
Julie Abernathy (Waco), Suzanne Beatty (Houston), Maria Carlson (Houston), Donna Dendy (Waco), Mica 
DeScioli (Houston), Vickie French (Houston), Linda Gill (Houston), Tina Hurley (Dallas), Marty Olson 
(Houston), Faynell Poe (El Paso), Norma Rios (Houston), Diane Stanley (Houston), and Helene Wood 
(Houston). Texas ALP’s secondary member, Susan Mano (Pennsylvania), also attended the conference. 

Keynote Speaker  

The tone of the conference was set by the keynote speaker, Cheryl Wood. Cheryl spoke about the endless 
rewards of working together toward common goals within an organization. Processes become more 
efficient. Problems that arise have more ‘hands on deck’ to help solve the issue. Work gets done faster 
through shared responsibilities. A happier workforce is developed. Increased collaboration naturally 
cultivates a sense of community within an organization, making career professionals feel like they are a 
part of a family, which compels professionals to go beyond the expectations of their roles, absorbing as 
much organizational knowledge as possible, and driving productivity forward. In this energetic and highly 
engaging presentation, we learned how collaboration promotes self-analysis of individual commitment and 
competencies, creates a pooling of talent and strengths, enhances job satisfaction, and builds better 
bridges of mutual respect, creativity, and synergy for peak performance. 

Takeaways included how to: 

http://www.texasalp.org/
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—Work more effectively and efficiently as a united team 
—Think creatively about how to solve problems and issues more effectively 
—Contribute to the shared goals of the organization and create harmony 
—Support one another for the betterment of the organizational goals and vision 
—Foster a more collaborative and celebratory team spirit no matter the obstacle 
—Communicate more clearly in the midst of challenges and change 

SAGES, a New NALS Task Force 

NALS has a new task force under Education called SAGES. SAGES is an acronym for Someone who 
Assists, Guides, and Educates. Helene Wood (Texas) is chairing the task force with Anita Campbell 
(Mississippi) as the co-chair. SAGES has been tasked with developing new products geared to both 
education and certification. The first on the list is developing a basic self-study program geared to the ALP 
certification exam with a set curriculum, homework assignments, lecture videos, and study tools. Mentors 
will be available to guide students as they go through the course at their own pace. While the exact go-live 
date is not set, it is expected to occur in early to mid-2018. Future products on the drawing board are taking 
the basic program to the advanced level (CLP exam) and the paralegal level (PP exam) and developing 
how-to videos. If you are interested in being part of SAGES, you can get more information by contacting 
Helene Wood (see the Texas ALP 2017-2018 Roster of Officers and Chairs for contact information). 

Other Education Sessions 

—Five (Mostly True) Short Stories: The Big Things I’ve Learned About the Law Practice 
—Less Technology, More Technology Skills 
—The Uniform Custody Jurisdiction and Enforcement Act: What You Need To Know Before Filing an 

Action and How to Proceed Once You Have Filed 
—Appeals 
—Bankruptcy, What One Needs to Know 
—Federal Criminal Defense: Indictment to Sentencing 
—DUI/DWI Bootcamp 
—Last Voyage of Commander William Lewis Herndon, the gold of the S.S. Central America, and the 

legal case (Maritime) 
—Natural Law of 2017 
—Cultivating Leadership: Strategies for NALS and Beyond 
—Litigation and the Use of Social Media 
—Whys and Wherefores of Asset Protection: The Ways and Means 
—Bikers Against Child Abuse (BACA) – bacaworld.com 

Another session was “Go Gratitude” by Depo International. This session was about introducing people to 
the act of recording and sharing grateful moments on a daily basis, which empowers you to live powerfully 
optimistic and generous. Go-Gratitude sells beautiful bracelets and are giving NALS a portion of the sales. 
The bracelets serve as a daily reminder to acknowledge all that you are grateful for and to share your 
gratitude with others.  

It was my pleasure to attend the NALS Annual Education Conference as your representative and learning 
about “being a better you” and “being better together.” 

http://www.texasalp.org/
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CONGRATULATIONS TO NEWLY 

CERTIFIED MEMBERS 

 "What you get by achieving your goals is not as important as what you 

become by achieving your goals." - Henry David Thoreau 

If you see the following members, congratulate them on getting their certification! 

September 2017 Exams 
 
Megan Dawes, PP (San Antonio LSA) 
Christin C. Durant, ALP (Houston ALP) 
Felishia Gibson, ALP (Houston ALP) 
Jennifer Haines, PP (nonmember) 
Charlie Nguyen, ALP (Houston ALP) 
Timothy Seidel, ALP (Austin LPA) 
Ammara Z. Siddiqui, ALP (Houston ALP) 
Blake Walterscheid, CLP (Lubbock LPA) 
 

Sitting for these certification exams is a huge accomplishment and we are so very 
proud of all of you. You took the time to invest in yourself and that shows a 
commitment to our profession. Congratulations! 

 
 

 

AMNESTY 

RECERTIFICATION 
 

 
For a period from December 1, 2017 to February 15, 

2018, NALS will hold an amnesty recertification 

period. Any previous NALS certification holder that 

has missed their recertification deadline in the last 

five years is eligible to participate in this event and 

take advantage of re-gaining your professional legal 

support certification. 

 

SEE THE NALS WEBSITE FOR FURTHER INFORMATION AND INSTRUCTIONS! 

 

 
  
  

http://www.texasalp.org/
http://www.texasalp.org/news.html
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CCALP 
 

I am submitting my recognition for getting Bibles for our students 
at St. John of the Cross Catholic church in Orange Grove. I applied 
for a grant and wrote an essay in order to qualify to get approved to 
get the Bibles. 
 
I was so happy when they contacted me and told me that we got 48 
Bibles for our students. The Bibles are paperback and priced 
$27.95 each. I am so excited to know that I am part of something 
so wonderful, the students will be getting their Bibles when they 
make their Confirmation. The students are in the 10th grade.  
 

Thank you, Dora Paiz  
 

 
 
 
SUSAN MANO 
 
Hello!  
 
I was very honored to be asked to be in the TexasALP photo 
in Norfolk as a secondary member. Although I was not 
dressed like a superhero I felt like a super member of NALS. 
Being a secondary member of Texas and Virginia helps me 
to grow as a person and get out of my little corner I used to 
be in, and I owe it all to being a member of NALS. 
 
Thanks 

Susan Mano 
susanmano@verizon.net 
 
 

Lubbock Legal Professionals Association 
 

Congrats Blake Walterscheid! 
You passed your certification exam! 

 

What would be our annual 
Christmas Party if we 
didn’t bring donations for a 
local charity? This year we 
focused on Women’s 
Protective Services. The 
party was small this year 
but we still collected 133 
pairs of sock! For each 
pair of socks donated a 

ticket was given for a chance at a $25 gift card. 
Andrea Darland was the lucky winner! 

http://www.texasalp.org/
mailto:susanmano@verizon.net
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Texas Docket Advertising 
 

The Docket Advertising Committee is seeking advertisers for each issue of The Texas Docket. 
Do you know of a vendor that would like to establish a statewide network of Texas ALP members 
for its product or service or enhance its company’s name awareness by using this high-profile 
advertising option to achieve greater exposure to preeminent Texas legal professionals? If so, 
please provide the below information to the vendor or provide the contact information to The 
Texas Docket editor, Lola Smith-Gentry, at lgentry@hkwwlaw.com. 

 

Ad Options 

 
Full Page (9 h x 7 w) 

Half Page Horizontal (4.5 h x 7 w) 
Quarter Page Vertical (4.5 h x 3.25 w) 

 

Ad Rates 

 
Annual  One Issue 
Full = $100 Full = $50 
Half = $75  Half = $35 
Quarter = $50 Quarter = $20 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TEXAS ALP 63rd ANNUAL EDUCATION CONFERENCE 

“Spirit of the Islands” 
Houston, Texas    April 20-21, 2018 

 

Note from the Editor: 
 

Have you read an article you think other members might be interested in reading? 
If so, you can share it for others to read in The Texas Docket. 

 
Feel free to e-mail the article to me at lgentry@hkwwlaw.com 

 

http://www.texasalp.org/
mailto:lgentry@hkwwlaw.com
mailto:lgentry@hkwwlaw.com
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