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President’s Message 
 

It’s hard to believe that it has almost been a month since the 
conference. Will time ever slow down…can we ever slow down to 
smell the roses? I truly believe that the older I get, the faster that time 
just flies by. Do any of you feel that way too? 

 
We are all “united” in making this association what it is and 

making it grow for the future. How do you see that we can make it 
grow? How can we preserve our history and traditions and still move 
toward the future? We all have ideas; we just have to use our voices to 
bring the ideas into the light. 

 
I want to say “Thank You” to Lubbock for their hard work on the conference. It takes 

everyone to make a success out of a conference and that not only includes the hosting chapter, but 
those who attend as well. With that said, please make plans to join us in Austin in October for the 
Fall Conference. 

 
Please also remember to watch for information on the September webinar that Marty Olson 

has been working hard on.  
 
My mother and I just got back from her 50th High School Reunion in Union City, Indiana. 

That was a lot of miles in the car! It gave me time to reflect on the significance of that event in her 
life and those of her classmates. They had a graduating class of 88, and 22 of them are no longer 
here. In the grand scheme of things, 50 years doesn’t seem like that much, but yet it flies by so 
fast. I sat there watching them reconnect and share their life event stories, some happy and some 
sad. How often do we reach out to each other across the state, just to say hello or how are you? I 
ask that each person reaches out to a person they are not usually in contact with just to say hello. 
Can we do that as an association? I think we can. Is this a way that we can be “uniquely united” 
as an association? 

 
I hope that all of you have a fun-filled 

summer and make a lot of wonderful memories! 
 

Andrea D. Griffin, PP, PLS 
 

  

http://www.texasalp.org/
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San Antonio LSA received its Charter 
on June 7, 1957.  

Wichita County LPA received its Charter 
on July 7, 1958. 

http://www.texasalp.org/
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Congratulations to 

TALP 2019-2020 Officers 

Diane Stanley, Emily Walterscheid, Donna Dendy, Tina Hurley, and Andrea Griffin 
 
 
 

Thank you 
TALP 2018-2019 Officers 

Tina Hurley, Andrea Griffin, Rita Alesi, Emily Walterscheid, and Helene Wood 
 

http://www.texasalp.org/
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The Ultimate Legal Professional 

By: Carol Gutierrez, PLS 

What is a skilled legal professional? It is a person who possesses the 
knowledge, dedication, integrity, and skills necessary to get the job done. 
In the legal field they are known as secretary, legal assistant, and paralegal. 
When I think of a skilled legal professional, the first name that comes to 
mind is Faynell Poe. She is the “go to” person in our local chapter because 
of her vast knowledge of our association and of our profession. I have 
known her for more than 25 years and have watched her excel throughout 
the years, always achieving her goals. 

Fay has worked as a secretary, legal assistant, paralegal, and office manager. Currently she 
works as a paralegal while simultaneously managing the day-to-day operations of the law firm. 
She chose this life-long path because of her desire to help people—whether it’s walking them 
through a contentious divorce or helping them navigate the murky waters of bankruptcy—she does 
it all! When faced with a difficult task, she doesn’t sit back and wait for a solution to appear, she 
seeks it out and gets it done. It is her innate leadership ability and her expectation of excellence 
that drives her to excel in her field and continuously reach her goals. 

And to think, all of this would not have happened if she had not met Virginia Quijada in 
1983. Virginia asked Fay to attend a meeting. The invitation was met with a polite, but firm “No 
thank you, I’m not a joiner.” But then in 198, she met Christine Cramer, who also invited her to 
attend a meeting, and this time she agreed—the hook was set! Without knowing what PLS meant, 
Fay jumped right in to help El Paso develop a study program for those members and nonmembers 
who wanted to sit for the certification exam. That year El Paso County received the Clara Lagow 
Award for achieving the greatest number of newly certifieds. 

Not only is she well-rounded in her work life, but she is also well-rounded in her 
professional life. She has earned two certifications, been named Committee Member of the Year, 
received the Jett Award/Keystone Award from our National Association for The Texas Docket, 
and been voted Legal Secretary of the Year by our local chapter. She has chaired numerous 
committees on all three levels of our association, including serving as Treasurer, Recording 
Secretary, Vice President, President-elect, and ultimately President at the State level. Fay is not 
just a member, she is a pillar of our community.  

On a lighter note, she finds time to volunteer with charitable organizations such as 
Christmas Street, a local organization that raises funds for the Paso Del Norte Children’s 
Development Center, and the Rescue Mission—a passion she also shared with her mother.  

At the end of the day, what does she get out of all this? The satisfaction of knowing she 
did everything she could to make a difference! 

 

 

  

http://www.texasalp.org/
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FINALIST FOR LEGAL PROFESSIONAL OF THE YEAR 

MICHELLE M. PADILLA 

I was born and raised in Corpus Christi, Texas, and I have 
been married to my husband Frank for 31 years. We have four 
children, Tammy, Larry, Frank Jr., and Estefan, and three beautiful 
grandchildren, Dalilah, 9 years old; Anneli, 8 years old; and Azalyah, 
6 years old. We have two dogs, Flash and Memphis. I have three 
rescued cats, Athena; Fargo (which stands for Wells Fargo because 
I found her in the basement of the bank); and Petunia, who was 
rescued at 2 days old. 

I was a dare devil as a child, climbing trees, skateboarding, 
riding a bike, and going to the beach, but my favorite thing was 
skating. On Saturday my mother would drop me and my sibling off 

at the skating rink to skate for the whole day. To this day, I still enjoy climbing trees and skating. 
Life is too short not to do what excites you. I am a true believer in giving back to the community 
by volunteering at the Food Bank of Corpus Christi, feeding the homeless, adopting a family at 
Christmas, crocheting blankets for expecting mothers, donating backpacks with supplies to 
children in need, and crocheting beanies and scarfs for elementary students and homeless men 
and women. I also donate to The Ronald McDonald House. You will always see me participing in 
Making Strides Against Breast Cancer, Goodwill 5k Walk and Run, Walk to End Lupus, and The 
American Heart Association. I am a member of St. Joseph Catholic Church and also the Director 
of Religious Education and Eucharistic Minister during Mass. 

 I have been in the legal field for over 24 years at my present job at Wood, Boykin & Wolter.  
I joined the Corpus Christi Association of Legal Professional (“CCALP”) in 2002, where I took steps 
to become an active member. I was CCALP Recording Secretary (2007-2008), Boss of the 
Year/Legal Professional of the Year and Scholarship Chair in (2009 to 2011), Community Service 
and Employment Chair (2012 to 2013), Community Chair (2014 to 2015), President-Elect (2014 
to 2015), President (2015 to 2016), Legal Professional of the Year (2016), President-Elect (2018-
2019), and I am the current President. I have been the Fundraising Chair for Texas Association of 
Legal Professionals (“Texas ALP”) from 2017 to the present.  

I started my legal career at Wood, Boykin & Wolter by working as a courier and copy/ file 
clerk. At present, I am a legal assistant to our oil and gas attorney. I assist attorneys and legal staff 
with any job, small or large, without complaint.  I have learned a lot in the past 24 years regarding 
real estate, bankruptcy, family law, probate, and oil and gas; so, you could say I have some 
experience with every type of law at my firm. What I like the best about my job is the interaction 
with clients and courthouse staff.  

I have made many friends both through CCALP and Texas ALP. I appreciate the experience 
I have gained through the training I have received from the attorneys I work with, as well as my 
co-workers.  This valuable experience has helped me become the legal professional that I am 
today. I never let the fear of failure stand in the way of any opportunity for growth and 
improvement. You will never know what you can accomplish unless you take a chance and try 
your best. I am honored to have been chosen as a candidate for Legal Professional of the Year 
and thank you for this wonderful recognition. 

http://www.texasalp.org/


 

 
July 2019 www.texasalp.org  Page 11 

 
FINALIST FOR LEGAL PROFESSIONAL OF THE YEAR 

 
LAURA DELEON 

 
 
I have been working in the legal field since 2000. I have worked on 

administrative, criminal, and civil law cases. I absolutely love my job and the people 
that I get to work with. It is extremely blessing to work somewhere where my 
coworkers are more of a family. This family type atmosphere helps us do the best 
job we can for our clients.  
 

I am a very family-oriented person. In August, my husband Delton and I will 
celebrate our 9th Wedding/20th Dating Anniversary. We have a three-year-old 
daughter who is the light of our lives. I love spending time with them, my parents, 
my brother and his family, as well as many other family/friends either camping, 
attending sporting events, four-wheeling, or just being together. I try to enjoy every 
single day of my blessed life to its fullest. 
 

 
  

http://www.texasalp.org/
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TALP HUGS 

 
In President Rita Alesi’s article in the April 2019 issue of The Texas Docket, 

she stated: “Over the years, we have grown to depend upon one another in times of 
need.”   
 

This statement rings true with many of our members as they have experienced 
the support and love of others across the state in difficult times. Speaking from my 
own experience, the outpouring of encouragement and comfort received from my 
TALP friends helped me walk through the lonely days after my first husband’s death 
12 years ago. I knew that you were there for me.   
 

And, in like manner, when I met Bill and we married, your happiness for us 
was evident in the cards, gifts, and attendance at our wedding. 
 

I would encourage each of you to send to me information regarding illness, 
death, birth, marriage, etc., of a TALP member or family member that you would 
like to share with the members of our association. The email address is 
hugs@talp.org. Participation and inclusion in the distribution list is strictly 
voluntary, and the list will be maintained specifically for TALP HUGS. 
 
      Hugs! 
 
      Mary D. Teague, PP, PLS 
      Chair, TALP HUGS 
 

 
 
 
Everyone needs a hug sometime!  

http://www.texasalp.org/
mailto:hugs@talp.org
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=tn19F/P9&id=69FCCDECAF0A5F1BEE4372EC0FDFA4E32DAAC85D&thid=OIP.tn19F_P9X64VaW2hGCrp2wHaE6&mediaurl=https://media.salon.com/2015/01/dog_hug_cat.jpg&exph=412&expw=620&q=MEMS+Cat+Hugging+Dog&simid=608029864503543095&selectedIndex=58
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
By: Cheryl A. Wenzel, PP, PLS 

 
In preparing to write this article, I was looking over lots of different professional development ideas 
and topics on the internet to try to get my internal light bulb to go off and send me on my way to 
writing. There are many aspects to professional development that I had not really considered 
before, but many that I had thought about also. 

One idea was exercise–ugh–really! Next. Another recurring idea that I came across was 
education. This was definitely a big theme throughout most of what I was researching. This one 
made a lot of sense. Where are we without learning? We all need to educate ourselves in order 
to get a job and work throughout our lives. Unfortunately, how many of our fellow employees clock 
in for the day, do their assigned jobs, and clock out at the end of the day? That's it. That's what 
they do. I know everyone has busy lives with work and outside of work, family, etc., but if we don't 
learn something new for our jobs or for our lives, then we become stagnant and do not grow as 
individuals or provide more benefit to ourselves or our employers.  

Step One—Make a choice to learn. Today I learned something new on the computer in order to 
do my job better. Well then, that means that today I added to my own personal inventory of 
education. I added to my own personal résumé of the things I can do to improve my personal 
performance at work and in life. Check. 

Step Two–I made a choice to attend my local chapter CLE meeting and hear about an interesting 
topic and listen to something that I do not do every day. Look at that–I learned something new. I 
made the choice to get some more education. I also got to visit with some wonderful people in my 
local association and bond with those that I have known for years or got to meet someone new. 
Look–more added benefits. Check. 

Step Three–I made a choice to get professionally certified through NALS. I heard about the 
certification exams for legal secretaries/professionals and thought this would be a good challenge 
for me and something that would benefit me professionally in my career. I made the effort to 
attend study groups, take mock exams, and finally to sit for my PLS and then my PP. I made the 
choice to continue my education this way, and I do not regret it. Super Check! 

Step Four—I made a choice to attend a Texas ALP education conference. Well, we certainly get 
a lot of information and education from these wonderful conferences. Many varied topics and 
various speakers to hear and learn from in just two days. I made a choice to venture away from 
my comfort zone and get myself out there to learn more. I also made the choice to expand my 
social horizons by hanging out with some of the most impressive women (and a few men) on the 
planet! The things I have learned from not just the speakers at these conferences but from the 
people who attend them is just awesome! The networking benefits are just tremendous also. 
Check. 

Step Five–I made a choice to attend an online seminar provided through Texas ALP or NALS. 
More educational benefits that I can bring to my work and to my own personal educational résumé. 
Varied topics each time in order to learn from the best of the best. Should you choose to attend 
from home, you can be in your pajamas and no one would know! Although for those attending the 
seminar online in one location with your chapter, this might not be an approved option (unless 
you have a Learn and Lounge theme gathering, that is). Check. 

Learning and improving yourself is a choice you make and commit to do. No one can force you 
to do this (or exercise). You make the choice. You make the decision. Who knows? Someone 
else may be watching what you do and decide to follow in your footsteps and feel like it is a 
worthwhile endeavor to invest in themselves and to get further educated. 

http://www.texasalp.org/
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2019-2020 Membership Campaign 
 

Theme: Uniquely United  
Goal: Get as many Horseshoes as you can to win the grand prize  
Rules: Each association starts out with 1 Horseshoe to fill up, for every Point you get you get a 
“peg” on the horseshoe. The chapter or member with the most complete horseshoes by 
April 15, 2020 wins. Each Horseshoe will have 5 pegs to fill.  
 
Points: To get Points you must do one of the following things:  
 

1 Point: Send Carrie the name and contact information for your membership chair  
1 Point: Send Carrie the names/birthdays/contact information for your chapter  
1 Point: For every new member the chapter or member brings into the association 
1 Point: For bringing back a past member to the association  
1 Point: Sharing a TALP social media post using your association page (Carrie is 
excluded), for example. LLPA shares a TALP post to their page  
1 Point: For every member who obtains certification (new certifications only)  
1 Point: For every member who re-certifies and sends Carrie proof of the recertification.  
1Point: For each member the local membership or welfare chair sends a birthday, 
sympathy, or get-well card to, and lets Carrie know about it  
1 Point: For each member who gets a NALS specialty certificate  
2 Points: For holding a charity event or volunteering with a charitable organization where 
5 or more members attend  
2 Points: Holding a CLE event with a minimum of 4 hours of CLE  
2 Points: Sending something in for The Docket (and cc’ing Carrie-The Docket Chair will 
be excluded)  
2 Points: For giving a presentation to the local high school/college/paralegal organizations 
about TALP (and sending Carrie proof, i.e., pictures, post, something)  
2 Points: Sending something to Rachel Scott for Marketing in postable form, so a picture 
format, or ability to post on the Facebook page (Rachel and Carrie are excluded from this)  
5 Points (that’s a whole Horseshoe): Hold a membership drive 
 
 

 
 

http://www.texasalp.org/
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Networking News 
 
 

(aka “It Ain’t Braggin’ If It’s True!”) 
 

 
Share your local association news! 
Just send your stories and brags to 

lgentry@hkwwlaw.com 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Points in the 
Membership Campaign 

 

  

http://www.texasalp.org/
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LATE BREAKING NEWS 
 

Leadership Identification Committee Gains Three New Members 

After following the formal selection process, the Leadership Identification Committee (LIC) is 
excited to announce three new team members. 
 
 

• Ed Clark, PP from BLSA (Birmingham) and AALS (Alabama)  
• Donna K. Dendy, PP, PLS from Waco Legal Professionals Association and Texas ALP 

(Texas Association of Legal Professionals)  
• Emily Walterscheid, PP, CLP from Lubbock Legal Professionals Association and Texas 

ALP (Texas Association of Legal Professionals) 
 
 
Clark, Dendy, and Walterscheid were selected to serve on the NALS Leadership Identification 
Committee. The selection process began in February 2019. Each will be serving a three-year term 
and join continuing LIC members: Cathy Zackery, CLP from Kalamazoo, Michigan; Charniece 
Rollie from Kansas City, Missouri; and Erick Burton with the Erick Burton Leadership Institute. 
 
 
The LIC is responsible for selecting the best and brightest from within the legal industry to serve 
as candidates for each vacant position on the NALS Board of Directors. Any qualified member 
has the right to submit an application to be considered for appointment to the LIC.  To view the 
formal LIC selection process and the qualifications of the newly-selected LIC members, visit 
NALS.org/LIC. 
 
 
 
 

 
  

http://www.texasalp.org/
https://www.nals.org/page/lic
https://www.facebook.com/blsa.online/
https://www.facebook.com/aalsalabama/
https://www.facebook.com/wacolpa1956/
https://www.facebook.com/texasalp.org/
https://www.facebook.com/texasalp.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Lubbock-Legal-Professionals-Association-1899594906991003/
https://www.facebook.com/texasalp.org/
https://www.facebook.com/texasalp.org/
https://www.nals.org/page/lic
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The Texas Round-up — Local News 
 
 
 

Houston Association of Legal Professionals 
2019-2020 Continuing Legal Education Calendar 

 
Wednesday, June 19, 2019 

New Marijuana Laws and CBD Oil 
Time:  Noon to 1 p.m.  •  Webinar and In Person in Houston (CLE:  1.0 hr.) 

 

Wednesday, July 17, 2019 
Juvenile Court 

Time:  Noon to 1 p.m.  •  Webinar and In Person in Houston (CLE:  1.0 hr.) 
 

Wednesday, August 21, 2019 
Texas Blue Laws 

Time:  Noon to 1 p.m.  •  Webinar and In Person in Houston (CLE:  1.0 hr.) 
 

Saturday, September 14, 2019 
In Partnership with Texas Association of Legal Professionals 

Intellectual Property 
Time:  9 a.m. to 1 p.m.  •  Webinar and In Person in Houston (CLE:  4.0 hrs.) 

 

Saturday, October 12, 2019 
Super CLE Saturday 

Estate Planning and Probate 
Time:  9 a.m. to 1 p.m.  •  Webinar and In Person in Houston (CLE:  4.0 hrs.) 

 

Saturday, January 25, 2020 
Super CLE Saturday 

Elder Law 
Time:  9 a.m. to 1 p.m.  •  Webinar and In Person in Houston (CLE:  4.0 hrs.) 

 

Saturday, February 22, 2020 
In Partnership with Texas Association of Legal Professionals 

Real Property Law 
Time:  9 a.m. to 1 p.m.  •  Webinar and In Person in Houston (CLE:  4.0 hrs.) 

 

Saturday, March 21, 2020 
Super CLE Saturday 

Municipal Utility Districts 
Time:  9 a.m. to 1 p.m.  •  Webinar and In Person in Houston (CLE:  4.0 hrs.) 

 
For registration fees and further information, contact 
Marty S. Olson, PP, PLS, TSC-RE (HALP Education Chair) 

molson@craincaton.com  

http://www.texasalp.org/
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=rlA1E3lg&id=8DD390570DA12972356428A932247F09FCA14130&thid=OIP.rlA1E3lgiUzJf6uRyr8CQgHaI0&mediaurl=http://clipartsign.com/upload/2016/10/10/vector-horseshoe-clipart-clipartix.jpeg&exph=357&expw=300&q=free+clip+art+double+horseshoe&simid=608052133808769896&selectedIndex=7
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A BIG YEE – HAW . . .  

 
going out to San Antonio Legal Support Association’s (SALSA) fearless 
leader, our President, Cheryl Wenzel. 
 
We are all familiar with Cheryl’s many talents, and on May 11, 2019, she 
shined brightly once more. I wish you all could have been there to join in the 
fun my mother and I had at the 3rd Annual Texas Hoedown “Western Swing” 
fundraiser organized by the Catholic Daughters of the Americas. Cheryl was 
the Chairperson of the fundraiser, and everyone who attended agreed, as a 
result of all of Cheryl’s hard work, the event was awesome, from the 
decorations to the DEElicious food (including pistachio cakes homemade by 
Cheryl), to the raffle, and the entertainment by Rick Orr of the Floresville 
Opry. Oh, and as you can see by the photo, you had the opportunity to be in 
the presence of John Wayne! 
 
You are amazing, Cheryl Wenzel.  And Texas ALP members, from us to you: 
 
 Happy trails to you  
 Until we meet again 
 Happy trails to you 
 Keep smilin’ until then 
 Who cares about the clouds 
 When we’re together? 
 Just sing a song 
 And bring the sunny weather 
 Happy trails to you 
 Till we meet again 
 

 

Submitted by Anne Hoover, PP, PLS 

http://www.texasalp.org/
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Corpus Christi ALP 
hosted a Mixer on  

5-16-19 
at 

Brewster Street 
Ice House 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NALS of Amarillo 
 

As a yearly fundraiser, the members of NALS of Amarillo volunteer many hours of their 
time and give of their resources to compile, edit, and publish a legal directory that we call the 
Red Book Legal Directory to be used by the legal community in the Texas Panhandle area. 
 

The Red Book Legal Directory contains names, 
addresses, telephone numbers, fax numbers, and e-mail 
addresses for judges, court clerks, attorneys, and city 
offices for the top 27 counties of the Texas Panhandle, 
along with the U.S. District Court and Seventh District 
Court of Appeals, process servers, and court reporters. 
Listing information in the legal directory is free. It has 
become a great way to make legal contact information 
readily available to those who work in the legal field. 
From years past many say, “this is a must have” at 
anyone’s desk who works in the legal community. Even 
in this age where cyber technology rules, our Red Book 
is still a favorite and popular tool on the desks of 
hundreds of its users. 
 

We are proud to say that we have recently 
completed this year’s Red Book and look forward to 
doing it again next year!! 
  

http://www.texasalp.org/
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WACO LPA 
 
Waco LPA would like to congratulate Travis Dendy, the son of Donna and 

Kirby Dendy, on his achievement of becoming a Texas Ranger. The Texas Ranger 
is a distinguished U.S. statewide investigative law enforcement agency. Most of you 
know that Kirby is a retired Texas Ranger; however, I found it very admirable and 
exceptional that Travis’ acceptance as a Texas Ranger makes the Dendy Family a 
very distinguished part of Texas Ranger history. Travis is a third-generation Texas 
Ranger, and there is only one family way back in Ranger history to have more 
generations. Again, Waco LPA is extending some huge congratulations to Travis, 
Donna, and the whole Dendy Family! 
 

 
 
  

http://www.texasalp.org/
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THANK YOU 
MARTY OLSON 
FOR ALL THE 

GREAT PHOTOS! 

http://www.texasalp.org/
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Come to Austin! 
October 18-19, 2019 

Texas ALP Fall Conference 
Wyndham Garden Austin 

3401 S, I-35, Austin, Texas 78741 
 

 

 
Austin has come a long way since the first time a Texas ALP conference was held here 

in 1963. The 2019 Fall Education Conference will be the 12th time for an Austin 

conference. We welcome you to come for the weekend of October 17-18 for 

informational education sessions, good food, great company, bad traffic, and—Austin 

LPA! We will be staying at the Wyndham Garden Inn, which is convenient to the 

airport, downtown, shopping, and restaurants. We hope you will join us for the bargain 

registration price of $135. Send in those registration forms. Come to Austin—you 

know you want to! 

XO 

Austin LPA 

http://www.texasalp.org/
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Texas Docket Advertising 
 

The Docket Advertising Committee is seeking advertisers for each issue of The Texas Docket. 
Do you know of a vendor that would like to establish a statewide network of Texas ALP members 
for its product or service or enhance its company’s name awareness by using this high-profile 
advertising option to achieve greater exposure to preeminent Texas legal professionals? If so, 
please provide the below information to the vendor or provide the contact information to The 
Texas Docket editor, Lola Smith-Gentry, at lgentry@hkwwlaw.com. 

 

Ad Options 
 

Full Page (9 h x 7 w) 
Half Page Horizontal (4.5 h x 7 w) 

Quarter Page Vertical (4.5 h x 3.25 w) 
 

Ad Rates 
 
Annual  One Issue 
Full = $100 Full = $50 
Half = $75  Half = $35 
Quarter = $50 Quarter = $20 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Local Associations,  
please send your brags! 

 
 

 

Note from the Editor: 
 

Have you read an article you think other members might be interested in reading? 
If so, you can share it for others to read in The Texas Docket. 

 
Feel free to e-mail the article to me at lgentry@hkwwlaw.com 

 

http://www.texasalp.org/
mailto:lgentry@hkwwlaw.com
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