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President’s Message 
 

“Leadership should be like a lighthouse: unwavering, assuring, 

constant and most of all, a bearer of light to show the way, come 

rain or shine.” Dr. Moses Simuyemba 
 

As we have arrived in the middle of summer and are continuing our 

journey during this pandemic, I come to you to remind you that “we 

will persevere.” These unprecedented times have caused much 

descension among we humans. We are placing blame where it 

should not be and many are becoming armchair scientists and 

physicians. I must admit I have been struggling the last couple of 

weeks with all that is going on. A really good friend reminded me 

that we can either choose to react positively or negatively…it is our 

choice and no one else’s. I am choosing to focus on the things I can 

control: my attitude and my physical/mental health. Allow yourself to step back from the news 

and make yourself take a social media break. 

 

As this year moves forward, as an association, we are having to do things differently. We are 

learning to use technology to reach out to our members and provide them with opportunities to 

connect. Some members have been able to go back to their physical office since they work in 

smaller offices while others are still working from home (me included). 

 

With that in mind, the EC has made the difficult decision to go virtual with the Fall Conference. 

We will still be offering a minimum of 5 hours of CLE as well as the Board of Directors Meeting 

and Open Forum. The revised registration form and schedule of events will be published soon so 

be on the lookout for those and plan to attend by WebEx. 

 

As we look for ways to stay connected, the EC will do our best to share information on upcoming 

online webinars or CLE offered by local chapters as well as across the nation. In the NALS 

ENGAGE: Chapter Leader Training session on Saturday, July 11th, we heard from many chapters 

who are doing their best to provide relevant and timely CLE. I would encourage all local chapter 

leaders to be on the lookout for upcoming NALS zoom meetings and plan to participate. 

 

If you are feeling overwhelmed or just need to chat, please feel free to reach out to any member of 

the EC…we are here for you. We may not have the answers, but we can be a shoulder to cry on or 

be a listener. 

 

Take care, be safe…and wear your mask. ;o) 

 

Tina 
        Tina Hurley, PP, PLS 

        2020-2021 TALP President 
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AUSTIN LPA, INC.,  

received its charter October 28, 
1960 

 
and 

 
CORPUS CHRISTI ALP 

received its charter October 30, 
1953 

 

San Antonio LSA received its Charter 
on June 7, 1957.  

 
 
 

Webmaster 
 

When was the last time you looked through the Texas ALP 
website? Did you know it is packed full of a LOT of good 

things, including leadership development articles? It is 
YOUR website, and it is always in need of new ideas, 

changes, and fun things. 
 

If you see anything that needs to be added, changed, or even 
deleted, please contact the webmaster, Julie Abernathy, at 

julie.abernathy@sbcglobal.net  

 

 
 

  texasalp.org 
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TALP HUGS 

 
STAY FOCUSED AND 

TRUST YOUR JOURNEY 

 

A calendar in my office contains the following words written by Eileen Rosenfeld: 

 

At times, we can get so caught up in reaching our destination that we 

forget to appreciate our journey. Life is filled with problems to solve, 

lessons to learn, and, most of all, experiences to enjoy. 

 

Focus on the journey, and never let a stumble in the road define who 

you are, where you are going, or how far you have come. It is important 

to slow down, enjoy life, and know that although the road you travel is 

yours alone, your present situation is not your final destination. 

 

Sometimes the smallest step in the right direction ends up being the 

biggest leap of your life. The best is yet to come. 

 

As the COVID-19 pandemic continues, perhaps you feel that you are stumbling 

along life’s path rather than moving forward to accomplish your hopes and dreams. 

Perhaps you feel that your plans have been placed on hold or even destroyed. I am 

sure many others are experiencing those same feelings. If so, now is the time to reach 

out to your friends so that you might encourage them and they might inspire you. 

Let us take that “smallest step in the right direction” and follow where it leads. 

 

If you or someone you know needs a hug, please let me know by sending an email 

to hugs@talp.org.  After all, we are in this together! 

 

Mary D. Teague, PP, PLS 

Chair, TALP HUGS 
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Networking News 

 
SHINE YOUR LIGHT! 

 
 

 

(aka “It Ain’t Braggin’ If It’s True!”) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Share your local association news! 

Just send your stories and brags to 

lgentry@hkwwlaw.com 
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El Paso Association of Legal Professionals 
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Lubbock LPA’s Welfare Project 

Voice of Hope 
 

We chose Voice of Hope of Lubbock as our winter Welfare project. Due to COVID-19 we had to 

extend our project to Spring. Voice of Hope is an organization that has been “serving those affected 

by sexaul assault since 1975.” This organization helps victims of rape, sex trafficking, and 

dosmestic violence with hope and healing through advocacy, awareness, and collaboration for 

those affected in Lubbock and the surronding communities. “Make a difference in someone’s 

life….You’ll be glad you did!” 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Sylvia Juarez delivered items collected for Voice of Hope to 

Representative Kristen Meeks. They appreciated our donations!  



 

 

September/October 2020 www.texasalp.org  Page 16 

THAT AIN’T NOT RIGHT 

THE USE AND ABUSE OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

THEY’RE, THEIR, THERE 

Making a They’re, Their, There mistake can quickly undermine your credibility. 

They’re – Is the contraction of two words, They and Are. Only use "they're" when you can 

substitute it with "they are." 

Example Sentences with They’re:  

• They're not leaving until Saturday.  

(Expansion test: "They are not leaving until Saturday.")  

• Twenty people left they're coats in the cloakroom.  

(Expansion test: "Twenty people left they are coats in the cloakroom." 

This is nonsense. Therefore, they're is wrong. “Their” is used to show possession. Here’s how to 

test whether "their" is correct: Use the word "our" instead of "their." When the sentence still makes 

sense, then "their" is almost certainly correct. 

Example Sentences with "Their":  

• I have seen their pictures before.  

(Test: "I have seen our pictures before. This sounds okay. Therefore, "their" is correct.) 

• Their all leaving.  

(Test: "Our all leaving." 

This is nonsense. Therefore, "their" is wrong. It should be "They're.” 

“There” has two uses: 

1. It is used to denote a specific place. She is there.  

2. It is used to denote something exists. There are two apples.  

Example Sentences with "There":  

• Put the desserts over there. (specific place) 

• There is a good reason I'm leaving early today. (a reason exists) 
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HOMOPHONES 

Here are two Homophone examples – words that sound alike and have entirely different 

meanings – for your enjoyment: 

Illustration #1 

Whose is the possessive form of the pronoun who (as in "Whose books are these?").  

Who's is the contraction of who is (as in "Who's coming with me?"). 

Usage 

• Whose turn is it to drive? 

• Who's driving tomorrow? 

Always use long form of Who’s to ascertain correctness: Who is turn is it to drive?  

Illustration #2 – A Trifecta  

While also homophones, this trifecta of words, in linguistic terms, are also semantically unrelated.   

Pair, the noun, refers to a couple or a partnership of two people (such as "a pair of lovers"), or 

to things that are two of a kind or made of two corresponding parts.  

Pare, the verb, means to remove, trim, cut back, or make something smaller or shorter.  

Pear, another noun, refers to the sweet, juicy fruit or to the tree this fruit grows on. 

Usage 

• There were a pair of gloves and a pair of mittens left at church after this morning’s service. 

• During the recession, many colleges and universities were forced to pare their budgets. 

• Pear trees are more tolerant of the cold than apple trees. 

 

 

  

Editor Humor: 

A pair of pears hoping not 

to be pared.  
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USE AND ABUSE 

We all too often ‘Use And Abuse’ certain words and phrases.  Here are a few of the most 

commonly misused, along with their correct usage. 

Accept/Except – Accept is a verb meaning ‘To Receive.’  Except is a preposition meaning ‘Not 

Included.’ 

Affect/Effect – Affect means ‘To Influence.’ Effect is a noun and is the result of an event. 

Beck and Call – Often mistaken as ‘Beckon Call.’ This phrase means being made available. 

Bemused – Is totally unrelated to ‘Amuse.’  It means bewildered or perplexed. 

Lie/Lay – Are often misused for the other.  Lie means to rest on a surface.  Lay means to put 

something in place. 

Make Do – Often mistaken as ‘Make Due’ which would mean to ‘make owed.’ ‘Make Do’ is short 

for ‘make something do well’ especially during tough situations. 

One And The Same – Often mistaken as ‘One In The Same’ which makes no sense.  ‘One And 

The Same,’ however, means the same thing or same person. 

Principal/Principle – A Principal is the head of a school.  Principle is a basic truth or law. 

Should Of – This is improper.  Use ‘Should Have’ instead. 

Toward/Afterward/Anyway are SINGULAR words and none should or do end with ‘S.’ 

 

This material is provided by Hiett Ives, speaker, consultant, and 

author of That Ain’t Not Right–The Use and Abuse of the 

English Language. 

Reach him at Hiett@HiettIves.com or 832-372-6900. 

 

Thanks, Kip Hall, for forwarding, being in contact with Mr. 

Ives, and getting permission for the use of his work! 
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Texas ALP 65th Fall Education Conference 
October 16-17, 2020 

 
Hosted by El Paso Legal Support Professionals 

 

HOW PREPARED WILL YOU BE? 
 

A simple hashtag #ELPASOSTRONG became a household name 
in a matter of hours because of an event that no one ever expected 
could happen in our backyard.  But it did. 
 

It will be held on the same dates and will include 5 hours of 
CLE.  We have the technology to create this opportunity and the 
ability to record the CLE sessions for later purchase by members 
and nonmembers. 
 

This will give many members the opportunity to attend, because 
they will not have to be paying for hotel and travel expenses, as 
well as extra meals.  We will be working on a way to do a raffle like 
we normally do and will have new logo items available for 
purchase soon, too. 
 

Make plans to join us by Webex so we can "see" everyone's faces 
and enjoy some networking time together. 
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Texas Docket Advertising 
 

The Docket Advertising Committee is seeking advertisers for each issue of The Texas Docket. 
Do you know of a vendor that would like to establish a statewide network of Texas ALP members 
for its product or service or enhance its company’s name awareness by using this high-profile 
advertising option to achieve greater exposure to preeminent Texas legal professionals? If so, 
please provide the below information to the vendor or provide the contact information to The 
Texas Docket editor, Lola Smith-Gentry, at lgentry@hkwwlaw.com. 

 

Ad Options 

 

Full Page (9 h x 7 w) 

Half Page Horizontal (4.5 h x 7 w) 

Quarter Page Vertical (4.5 h x 3.25 w) 

 

Ad Rates 

 

Annual  One Issue 

Full = $100 Full = $50 

Half = $75  Half = $35 

Quarter = $50 Quarter = $20 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Local Associations,  
please send your brags! 

 
 

 

Note from the Editor: 
 

Have you read an article you think other members might be interested in reading? 

If so, you can share it for others to read in The Texas Docket. 

 

Feel free to e-mail the article to me at lgentry@hkwwlaw.com 
 


