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PURPOSES

. To further the knowledge of law and to uphold its honor and dignity.

" To stimulate a high order of business and professional attainment.

. To establish good fellowship among the members of the Texas Association
of Legal Professionals.

. To further the interests of legal support professionals through such local

associations in carrying out the objectives and purposes of the Texas
Association of Legal Professionals and NALS.
CODE OF ETHICS

Each member of the Texas Association of Legal Professionals is required to subscribe to the Code of Ethics of
NALS, as follows:

Members of NALS are bound by the objectives of this Association and the standards of conduct
required of the legal profession.

Each member shall:
Encourage respect for the law and the administration of justice.

Observe rules governing privileged communications and confidential
information.

Promote and exemplify high standards of loyalty, cooperation, and courtesy.
Perform all duties of the profession with integrity and competence.

Pursue a high order of professional attainment.
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TEXAS ALP HISTORY

The Texas Association is steeped in history. We can’t begin to understand our association unless we begin with a
brief history of NALS. NALS was founded in 1934 as the California Federation of Legal Secretaries. Later, in July 1940, it
was incorporated under the name of Legal Secretaries, Incorporated. That name was changed to the National Association of
Legal Secretaries when it was incorporated in California on August 1, 1950. In 1994 NALS Oklahoma, Inc., was formed,
and the California and Oklahoma corporations were merged, with the surviving corporation being the National Association
of Legal Secretaries, Inc. In 1999, at the urging of its members, the name changed once again, and our national association is
now known simply as NALS . . . the association for legal professionals.

NALS issued Charter No. 2 to the Dallas Association of Legal Secretaries on November 2, 1952, and just 27 days
later, on November 29, 1952, the Fort Worth Legal Secretaries Association received Charter No. 3. A charter was issued to
Hutchinson County Legal Secretaries Association on February 26, 1953, and on November 20, 1953, Nueces County Legal
Secretaries Association received its charter.

THE BEGINNING

On May 27, 1955, 41 modern day pioneers saw a need and accepted the challenge. With an idea and a common
goal, they came from Hutchinson and Nueces Counties, Dallas, and Fort Worth to meet at the Driscoll Hotel in Corpus
Christi, Texas, to form the foundation of the Texas Association of Legal Secretaries.

Those members in attendance were:
From Dallas: Mary Ann Mitchell, Catherine Winikates, Ruth Jordan, and Judy Carter.
From Fort Worth: Margaret M. Fenlon, Gene Gorman, Frances Scoggins, Mary Ellen Byrne, Elena Rapp,
Clara Lagow, Mary Blackburn, Helen Eliasen, Charlene Lamontagne, Jess Lee Tucker, Betty Cecil,
Lillian Dickey, Gene Nation, Eileen Polley, Marilyn Rine, and Dorothy Littleton.
From Hutchinson County: Connie Ziebar, Ruth Cambern, Ellen French, Joyce Holcomb, and Lenora
Johnson.
From Nueces County: Catherine Mitchon, Mildred Smith, Ethel Ray, Doris Hruska, Willia Mae Johnson,
Nancy Porterfield, Margaret Tullos, Edna Borden, Cassie Reifenberg, Edith Hunley, Ruby Poole, Ann
Glover, Jeanette Ewing, Edith Rincon, Mary Ellen Ferguson, Lorraine Gress, and Bonnie Stone.

LaNell Hunt of Austin attended as a visitor.

This was a group with a mission, and they didn’t hesitate to start the Texas Association of Legal Secretaries on the
road to reality. Ruby Poole of Nueces County LSA called the meeting to order and was elected temporary chairman. Since
no provision had been made for voting by delegates, a motion was made and adopted permitting all members present to vote.

The first order of business was to appoint a bylaws committee and a nominating committee. Bylaws were submitted and
adopted by the members present. The nominating committee presented a slate of officers to the membership, and the
following members were unanimously elected as the charter officers of Texas ALS:

PreSident ......coceviieisee e Catherine Mitchon (Nueces County)
First VIice President .......cc.cvvevieiieirceceeseese e Ellen French (Hutchinson County)
SECONA VICE PrESIABNT......c.vcieieiicieieeie et Judy Carter (Dallas)
Recording SECIELArY........c.ccevierieeieisee e Joyce Holcomb (Hutchinson County)
Corresponding SECTELArY .......cccovvveireiseiceee e Mildred Smith (Nueces County)
LI =T S PSSR Marilynn Rine (Fort Worth)

The officers were installed by Jess Lee Tucker of Fort Worth. A charter was issued to the Texas Association of
Legal Secretaries on July 20, 1956.

Thus began a legacy that has spanned 50 years and is still growing.
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IMPORTANT FACTS

EMBLEM AND BANNER

The original Texas Association emblem consisted of an outline of the state of Texas with the scales of justice, a
quill, and the name Texas ALS, and has been used since the organization of the Texas Association until the name change in
2003. In 1969 the Texas Association banner was designed by Dorothy Mangum, PLS (Dallas ALS), and Georgia Sanders
(Taylor County LSA). The banner was redesigned in 1993. The Texas ALS emblem was officially registered with the
Secretary of State, Trademark Division, in 1970, with the renewal of the registration being made every ten years. In 2002
Larry Phelps (honorary member of Houston ALS) donated new banners. When the name of the Texas Association was
changed to the Texas Association of Legal Professionals in 2003, the emblem was changed to reflect the name change and
new banners were again donated by Larry Phelps, who was elected as an honorary member of Texas ALP at the Forty-eighth
Annual Meeting.

DAY IN COURT

By Resolution No. 569, adopted by the Texas Legislature in 1969, the second week in October was officially
designated “Legal Secretaries Week in Texas.” During this week, local associations plan various activities which allow their
members, legal support professionals and students to observe firsthand the procedures and functions of the courts.

TEXAS ALS SPECIAL EDUCATION FUND

The Texas ALS Special Education Fund was established in 1970 by a gift from an anonymous donor. This fund
was maintained by gifts and contributions from members, nonmembers, and profits from various projects sponsored by Texas
ALS. The Texas ALS Special Education Fund was used to fund scholarships and for educational programs which were
awarded annually for members and nonmembers. This fund was discontinued in 1990.

TEXAS ASSOCIATION SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

Realizing that we were in a position to encourage and assist young people in the pursuit of a legal career, our
members established a scholarship fund in 1969 which has enabled young people to pursue their dream of entering the legal
field. The Texas Association awarded its first scholarship in 1969 to Draughon’s Business College. Scholarships were

The scholarship was awarded annually from the Special Education Fund until the Fund was discontinued in 1990
and became a line item on the yearly budget. Scholarships are now awarded annually to recipients chosen from nominees
submitted by the local chapters.

In 1996, after the loss of a very special member, Dorothy Mangum, PLS (Dallas ALS), a special one-time fund was
established to offer a scholarship in Dorothy’s name. At the annual meeting held in El Paso, Texas, Hay Myong “Marty”
Kang was awarded the Dorothy Mangum Scholarship.

TEXAS LAW OFFICE HANDBOOK

In 1957, under the direction of Connie Parmelee of Fort Worth, the members of the Texas Association compiled and
published the Legal Secretary’s Handbook (Texas). This loose-leaf handbook was made available to members and others
engaged in legal work. The Handbook was published by Bancroft-Whitney. During 1969 and 1970 the Handbook was
completely revised and expanded and renamed Texas Law Office Handbook, which was supplemented biannually. The first
edition of the Texas Law Office Handbook was edited and coordinated under the supervision of Dorothy E. Mangum, PLS.
Members of the Texas Association, lawyers, and educators contributed their efforts to the preparation and publication of the
Texas Law Office Handbook.

The second edition of the Texas Law Office Handbook added several new topics. Cumulative supplements to the
second edition of the Texas Law Office Handbook were compiled in 1984 and 1986.
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In 1988 it was decided that the format of the Texas Law Office Handbook should be changed to a loose-leaf
notebook style, and a contract was negotiated with Parker-Griffin Publishing Co. in Carlsbad, California, and work began
revising and rewriting the Texas Law Office Handbook. Each chapter was reviewed and edited or rewritten by an attorney or
educator with expertise in that area. One new chapter entitled “Intellectual Property” was added. The third edition of the
Texas Law Office Handbook was published in June of 1990 and was featured at Parker-Griffin Publishing Co.’s display at
the NALS 1990 annual meeting in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. The Handbook was reviewed, updated, and revisions
published each year until 1996, when the membership voted to abandon the project.

TEXAS ALS OFFICIAL COURSE

Always involved with education, in 1973, Texas ALS compiled and developed the Texas ALS Official Course.
This is a study course using the Texas Law Office Handbook as the text. A study-guide workbook was available, as was a
teacher’s manual for the instructor. An official examination was given at the completion of the course.

The third edition of the Texas Law Office Handbook was used as the source reference for a series of seminars
throughout Texas in 1990. The Handbook was discontinued in 1996.

LEADERSHIP

During the 1986-1987 NALS fiscal year, the member states were invited to send two representatives to attend a
leadership workshop. One of the two representatives who attended on behalf of the Texas Association was Beth Walker,
PLS, CLA. This invitation was issued again in 1987-1988, and Beth Walker, PLS, CLA, and Donna Dendy, PLS, CLA,
attended as representatives of the Texas Association.

From this second meeting, the Texas Association decided to form a leadership team for the purpose of developing
leadership training workshops to be presented at Texas Association meetings and also to develop programs to be presented
for local chapter workshops. Judith Smith, PLS, CLA, became a member of the leadership team during 1988-1989.

Our leadership program was recognized by NALS in 1992 when the members of the Texas leadership team became
the “NALS Leadership Team.” What a tribute to the leadership capabilities of Texas members! In 1996 the Texas
leadership program won the nationally acclaimed Keystone Award.

The faces of our leadership team have changed over the years, but the team continues to provide various programs
designed to assist Texas Association members and chapters in developing both personal and professional performance skills.

LONG-RANGE PLAN

In 1989 the Texas Association realized that in order to meet the needs of the future, a long-range plan had to be
developed and implemented. Druann Wiley, PLS (Beaumont LSA), was chosen as the first chair of the Long-Range Planning
Committee, and she and her committee members began the process of developing a plan for Texas. Many of the goals from
that first long-range plan have been met. Today, to meet the ever-changing needs of our members and to insure the stability
of the Texas Association, the long-range plan has been periodically modified and revised. With the 2003—-2004 board, the
Long-Range Planning Committee was changed to a standing committee and renamed the Strategic Planning Committee to
reflect the current times. In 2003-2004, a new Strategic Plan was adopted, including the mission statement - “Texas
Association of Legal Professionals is committed to providing education, certification, and professional and personal
development to all legal professionals.”

THE TEXAS DOCKET
The Texas Docket has been described as the flagship of the Texas Association. It is a legal education magazine

published quarterly and furnished to all members of the association. This publication provides legal education articles for the
members and keeps them informed of activities of our association. In NALS competitions, the Texas Docket won first place
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in 1966, second place in 1970, first place in 1971, fourth place in 1980, and first place in 1982. With the implementation of
the NALS Foundation Jett Awards, the Docket won the Keystone Award in 1996, and the Cornerstone Award in 2004.

HIGHLIGHTS

Our written history unfortunately contains gaps. In updating our history, it was decided to include a section entitled
Highlights, which is designed to touch briefly on the past years. Updating the history of the Texas Association is the
responsibility of each Recording Secretary. Any deletion is unintentional, as the highlights are at the writer’s discretion.

Pre-Organization

The following chapters were chartered before the organizational meeting of Texas ALS: Dallas ALS (chartered November 2,
1952), Fort Worth LSA (chartered November 29, 1952), Hutchinson County LSA (chartered February 26, 1953), and
Nueces County LSA (chartered November 20, 1953).

1955 (Organizational Meeting)

The organizational meeting of the Texas Association of Legal Secretaries was held in Corpus Christi, May 28-29, 1955.
Catherine Mitchon (Nueces County) was elected as the first president of the Texas Association, along with Ellen French
(Hutchinson County) as First Vice President, Judy Carter (Dallas) as Second Vice President, Joyce Holcomb (Hutchinson
County) as Recording Secretary, Mildred Smith (Nueces County) as Corresponding Secretary, and Marilynn Rine (Fort
Worth) as Treasurer. Jess Lee Tucker of Fort Worth was the installing officer.

1955-1956

On January 25, 1956, Houston ALS’s charter was issued by NALS.

The 1st Annual Meeting was held in May 1956 in Fort Worth (hosted by Fort Worth LSA), and Judy Carter (Dallas) was
installed as the second president of the Texas Association.

1956-1957

The First Board Meeting was held in Fort Worth in May 1956 and presided over by President Judy Carter.

On September 22, 1956, Waco LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

On March 20, 1957, Amarillo LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

On May 16, 1957, Bell County LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

The 2nd Annual Meeting was held in May 1957 in Borger (hosted by Hutchinson County), and Elena Rapp, PLS (Fort
Worth) was installed as the third president of the Texas Association.

1957-1958

The First Board Meeting was held in Borger in May 1957 and presided over by President Elena Rapp, PLS.

On June 7, 1957, San Antonio LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

On March 1, 1958, Lubbock LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

In April 1958 Elaine Talley and another legal secretary organized Wichita County LSA after reading an article in a legal
publication about NALS and contacting Clara Lagow, then NALS President.

The 3rd Annual Meeting was held in May 1958 in Waco (hosted by Waco LSA), and Kitty Hawthorne (Waco) was installed
as the fourth president of the Texas Association.

1958-1959

The First Board Meeting was held in Waco in May 1958 and presided over by President Kitty Hawthorne.

On July 7, 1958, Wichita County LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

Elena Rapp, PLS (Fort Worth) was chosen NALS 1958 Legal Secretary of the Year.

On October 15, 1958, Anderson County LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

The 4th Annual Meeting was held in May 1959 in Houston (hosted by Houston ALS), and Irene Morton (San Antonio) was
installed as the fifth president of the Texas Association.

1959-1960

The First Board Meeting was held in Houston in May 1959 and presided over by President Irene Moorton.

On July 23, 1959, Pampa ALS’s charter was issued by NALS.
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Elizabeth Rast (Waco) was chosen NALS 1959 Legal Secretary of the Year.

On January 18, 1960, Tyler LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

On February 23, 1960, Alice LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

The 5th Annual Meeting was held in May 1960 in San Antonio (hosted by San Antonio LSA), and Florence Sandy (Houston)
was installed as the sixth president of the Texas Association.

1960-1961

The First Board Meeting was held in San Antonio in May 1960 and presided over by President Florence Sandy.

On June 20, 1960, Beaumont LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

On June 26, 1960, Texarkana LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

On October 20, 1960, Orange County LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

On October 28, 1960, Austin LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

On November 7, 1960, Port Arthur LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

On February 20, 1961, Brownwood LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

The 6th Annual Meeting was held in May 1961 at the Baker Hotel in Dallas (hosted by Dallas ALS), and Elizabeth Rast
(Waco) was installed as the seventh president of the Texas Association.

1961-1962

The First Board Meeting was held in Dallas in May 1961 and presided over by President Elizabeth Rast.
On May 25, 1961, Odessa LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

On June 23, 1961, Bosque-Commanche-Coryell-Hamilton Counties LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.
On June 28, 1961, Athens LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

On July 23, 1961, Jasper LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

On September 8, 1961, Midland LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

On February 26, 1962, Gregg County LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

On April 10, 1962, Mount Pleasant LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

On April 19, 1962, Grand Prairie LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

The 7th Annual Meeting was held in May 1962 in Lubbock (hosted by Lubbock LSA), and Elaine Talley (Wichita County)
was installed as the eighth president of the Texas Association.

1962-1963

The First Board Meeting was held in Lubbock in May 1962 and presided over by President Elaine Talley.
On June 28, 1962, San Angelo LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

On July 20, 1962, Galveston LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

On October 28, 1962, Howard County LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

On January 10, 1963, Plainview LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

On February 6, 1963, El Paso County LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

On April 8, 1963, Taylor County LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

On April 25, 1963, Kermit LSA’s and Mitchell-Nolan Counties LSA’s charters were issued by NALS.
The 8th Annual Meeting was held in May 1963 in Austin (hosted by Austin LSA), and Mildred Garner (Bell County) was
installed as the ninth president of the Texas Association.

1963-1964

The First Board Meeting was held in Austin in May 1963 and presided over by President Mildred Garner.

On October 12, 1963, Pecos LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

On November 1, 1963, Scurry County LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

On November 30, 1963, Ward County LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

On February 2, 1964, Fort Stockton LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

The 9th Annual Meeting was held in May 1964 in Midland (hosted by Midland LSA), and Janette Sydow (Beaumont) was
installed as the tenth president of the Texas Association.

1964-1965

The First Board Meeting was held in Midland in May 1964 and presided over by President Janette Sydow.

On November 11, 1964, Levelland LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.
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On February 3, 1965, Longview LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.
The 10th Annual Meeting was held in May 1965 in Houston (hosted by Houston ALS), and Irene Fox Nilan, PLS, CLA (Fort
Worth), was installed as the eleventh president of the Texas Association.

1965-1966

The First Board Meeting was held in Houston in May 1965 and presided over by President Irene Fox Nilan.

On June 18, 1965, Hidalgo County LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

On January 10, 1966, Harrison County LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

On January 21, 1966, Brazos County LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

On February 18, 1966, Panola-Shelby Counties LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

On March 31, 1966, Calhoun-Victoria Counties LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

On April 2, 1966, Denton County LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

The 11th Annual Meeting was held in May 1966 in Fort Worth (hosted by Fort Worth LSA), and Bernice Hightower Smith,
PLS (Tyler), was installed as the twelfth president of the Texas Association

1966-1967

The First Board Meeting was held in Fort Worth in May 1966 and presided over by President Bernice Hightower Smith.
On April 1, 1967, Andrews-Gaines Counties LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

Texas ALS won third place in the NALS history book competition.

The 12th Annual Meeting was held in May 1967 in Corpus Christi (hosted by Nueces County LSA), and Mildred Barton
(Houston) was installed as the thirteenth president of the Texas Association.

1967-1968

The First Board Meeting was held in Corpus Christi in May 1967 and presided over by President Mildred Barton.

On September 15, 1967, Del Rio LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

On April 14, 1968, Laredo LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

The membership of Texas ALS rose to 1,001 during 1967-1968.

The 13th Annual Meeting was held in May 1968 in Waco (hosted by Waco LSA), and Dorothy Cullison (Fort Stockton) was
installed as the fourteenth president of the Texas Association.

1968-1969

The First Board Meeting was held in Waco in May 1968 and presided over by President Dorothy Cullison.
On June 3, 1968, Cameron County LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

Texas ALS won First Honorable Mention in the NALS history book competition.

On September 19, 1968, El Paso County LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

On November 12, 1968, Nacogdoches County LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

On December 19, 1968, Falls County LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

On February 3, 1969, Hays-Comal Counties LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

On April 3, 1969, Hopkins County LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

The 14th Annual Meeting was held in May 1969 in Lubbock (hosted by Lubbock LSA), and Georgia Sanders (Taylor
County) was installed as the fifteenth president of the Texas Association.

1969-1970

The First Board Meeting was held in Lubbock in May 1969 and presided over by President Georgia Sanders.

On May 24, 1969, Mesquite LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

Julianna D. Parr, PLS, CPS (Nueces County), was selected as the NALS 1969 Legal Secretary of the Year.

The NALS Convention was held in Detroit, Michigan.

On August 9, 1969, Hunt County LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

The 15th Annual Meeting was held in May 1970 in Austin (hosted by Austin LSA), and Dorothy Mangum, PLS (Dallas),
was installed as the sixteenth president of the Texas Association.

1970-1971

The First Board Meeting was held in Austin in May 1970 and presided over by President Dorothy Mangum, PLS.

On March 27, 1971, Hardin County LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

Texas Association of Legal Professionals -6- May 2007



The State Bar of Texas held its Second Annual Legal Secretaries Institute in Arlington. The Texas ALS PLS Cram Test for
PLS study became a reality. The Texas ALS emblem was officially registered with the Secretary of State. Texas ALS won
third place in the NALS history book competition, and the TALS Docket won second place in the state bulletin competition.
The 16th Annual Meeting was held in May 1971 in McAllen (hosted by Hidalgo County LSA), and Julianna D. Parr, PLS,
CPS (Nueces County), was installed as the seventeenth president of the Texas Association.

1971-1972

The First Board Meeting was held in McAllen in May 1971 and presided over by President Julianna D. Parr, PLS, CPS.
On January 11, 1972, Arlington LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

The Texas ALS board approved the purchase of a new banner, as well as the sale of a gold TALS pin and charm through
Haltom Manufacturing Company. The State Bar of Texas held its Third Annual Institute for Legal Secretaries in Austin.
Texas ALS won Second Honorable Mention in the NALS history book competition, and the TALS Docket won second place
in the state bulletin competition.

The state membership total was 1,341.

The 17th Annual Meeting was held in May 1972 in Dallas (hosted by Dallas ALS), and Kathleen T. Payne (Fort Worth) was
installed as the eighteenth president of the Texas Association.

1972-1973

The First Board Meeting was held in Dallas in May 1972 and presided over by President Kathleen T. Payne.

Clara Lagow, PLS (Fort Worth), was selected as the NALS 1972 Legal Secretary of the Year.

Houston ALS won the bid for the NALS 1974 Annual Convention, and Mildred Holeman was appointed NALS 1974
Convention Chairman. The TALS Docket won first place in the NALS state bulletin competition. The State Bar of Texas
held its Fourth Annual Institute for Legal Secretaries in Austin. The Texas Bar Journal requested a monthly article from
TALS.

On February 10, 1973, Eastland-Stephens Counties LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

On March 11, 1973, Grayson County LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

On May 16, 1973, Pasadena LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

The 18th Annual Meeting was held in May 1973 in San Antonio (hosted by San Antonio LSA), and Mildred Garner
(Houston) was installed as the nineteenth president of the Texas Association.

1973-1974

The First Board Meeting was held in San Antonio in May 1973 and presided over by President Mildred Garner.

On October 17, 1973, Brownwood LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

On January 4, 1974, Bryan-College Station LSA’s and Angelina County LSA’s charters were issued by NALS.

On January 7, 1974, Kerr County LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

On April 16, 1974, Houston County LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

The most memorable highlights of the 1974 NALS Convention were the largest replica of Texas ever made with yellow roses
(compliments of Texas Legal Directories Publishing Company), TALS won second place in the NALS history book
competition, and Texas ALS member Barbara Bumstead was installed as NALS President (the NALS presidency was for two
years).

The board approved publishing the TALS Study Guide to be used with the Texas Law Office Handbook. The State Bar of
Texas held its Annual Institute for Legal Secretaries in Austin.

The membership total was 1,417.

The 19th Annual Meeting was held in May 1974 in Beaumont (hosted by Beaumont LSA), and Melinda Watts-Smith, PLS,
CLA, JD (Fort Worth), was installed as the twentieth president of the Texas Association.

1974-1975

The First Board Meeting was held in Beaumont in May 1974 and presided over by President Melinda Watts-Smith, PLS,
CLA, JD.

On August 13, 1974, Deaf Smith-Castro Counties LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

On February 24, 1975, Brazoria County LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

On March 11, 1975, Perryton LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

On March 19, 1975, Kleberg County LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

On April 21, 1975, Erath County LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.
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The 20th Annual Meeting was held in May 1975 in Fort Worth (hosted by Fort Worth LSA), and Druann Wiley, PLS, CLA
(Beaumont), was installed as the twenty-first president of the Texas Association.

1975-1976

The First Board Meeting was held in Fort Worth in May 1975 and presided over by President Druann Wiley.

The Second Board Meeting was held in San Angelo in September 1975.

On April 4, 1976, Madison County LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

On April 17, 1976, Hutchinson-Moore Counties LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

The 21st Annual Meeting was held in May 1976 in Abilene (hosted by Taylor County LSA), and Dorothy Easton, PLS, CLA
(Waco), was installed as the twenty-second president of the Texas Association.

1976-1977

The First Board Meeting was held in Abilene in May 1976 and presided over by President Dorothy Easton.

The Second Board Meeting was held in Salado in September 1976.

On November 6, 1976, Harlingen LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

On January 23, 1977, Montgomery County LSA’s and Camp County LSA’s charters were issued by NALS.

The Third Board Meeting was held in Houston in February 1977.

On February 27, 1977, Baytown LSA’s and Ellis County LSA’s charters were issued by NALS.

On March 20, 1977, Anderson County LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

The 22nd Annual Meeting was held in May 1977 in Waco (hosted by Waco LSA), and Elinor Stoffer, PLS (Port Arthur),
was installed as the twenty-third president of the Texas Association. President Stoffer’s theme was “Together We Can.”

1977-1978

The First Board Meeting was held in Waco in May 1977 and presided over by President Elinor Stoffer. Karol McVay, PLS
(Lubbock), was appointed as Parliamentarian. Beth Walker served as Legal Education Chairman. Anne Smith, PLS
(Dallas), served as PLS Chairman.

The Third Board Meeting was held in Beaumont in February 1978.

On March 31, 1978, Johnson County LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

The NALS Convention was held in Honolulu.

Highlights of the year as a result of the long-range planning committee were: (1) a typewriter for the President; (2) the
President’s pin and Past-President’s pins; and (3) the Clara Lagow Awards.

The 23rd Annual Meeting was held in May 1978 in Midland (hosted by Midland LSA), and Betty Kirby, PLS, CLA (Tyler),
was installed as the twenty-fourth president of the Texas Association.

1978-1979

The First Board Meeting was held in Midland in May 1978 and presided over by President Betty Kirby.

On March 17, 1979, Snyder LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

The 24th Annual Meeting was held in May 1979 in Dallas (hosted by Dallas ALS), and Pat Kinnison (Midland) was installed
as the twenty-fifth president of the Texas Association.

1979-1980

The First Board Meeting was held in Dallas in May 1979 and presided over by President Pat Kinnison.

On October 8, 1979, Victoria-Calhoun-Dewitt Counties LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

On March 25, 1980, Bandera County LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

The 25th Annual Meeting was held in May 1980 in El Paso (hosted by EI Paso County LSA), and Susan Bierschbach (El
Paso County) was installed as the twenty-sixth president of the Texas Association.

1980-1981

The First Board Meeting was held in El Paso in May 1980 and presided over by President Susan Bierschbach.

Druann Wiley, PLS (Beaumont), was selected as the NALS 1980 Legal Secretary of the Year.

The Second Board Meeting was held in Fort Worth in September 1980.

The Third Board meeting was held in Abilene in February 1981.

The 26th Annual Meeting was held in May 1981 in Houston (hosted by Houston ALS), and Dorothy Cook, PLS (Houston),
was installed as the twenty-seventh president of the Texas Association.
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1981-1982

The First Board Meeting was held in Houston in May 1981 and presided over by President Dorothy Cook.

On September 11, 1981, Bastrop County LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

On August 15, 1981, Hunt County LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

On May 10, 1982, Collin County LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

The 27th Annual Meeting was held in May 1982 in Lubbock (hosted by Lubbock LSA), and Karol McVay, PLS, CLA
(Midland), was installed as the twenty-eighth president of the Texas Association.

1982-1983

The First Board Meeting was held in Lubbock in May 1982 and presided over by President Karol McVay.

On June 18, 1982, Hidalgo County LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

On August 25, 1982, Greater Houston LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

On November 9, 1982, Dallam-Hartley-Moore-Sherman Counties LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

On May 13, 1983, Terry, Gaines, and Yoakum Counties LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

The 28th Annual Meeting was held in May 1983 in San Antonio (hosted by San Antonio LSA), and Anne Smith, PLS
(Dallas), was installed as the twenty-ninth president of the Texas Association.

1983-1984

The First Board Meeting was held in San Antonio in May 1983 and presided over by President Anne Smith.

On June 16, 1983, Matagorda-Wharton Counties LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

On July 7, 1983, Bay City LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

On August 29, 1983, Bexar County LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

On October 6, 1983, Angelina County LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

On April 14, 1984, Paris LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

The 29th Annual Meeting was held in May 1984 in Dallas (hosted by Dallas ALS), and Billie J. Ewing, CLA (Orange
County), was installed as the thirtieth president of the Texas Association.

1984-1985

The First Board Meeting was held in Dallas in May 1984 and presided over by President Billie J. Ewing.

On October 26, 1984, Walker County LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

The 30th Annual Meeting was held in May 1985 in Beaumont (hosted by Beaumont LSA), and Beth Walker, PLS, CLA
(Amarillo), was installed as the thirty-first president of the Texas Association.

1985-1986

The First Board Meeting was held in Beaumont in May 1985 and presided over by President Beth Walker.

The NALS Convention was held in Nashville, Tennessee, where the first Open Forum was held at the board meeting.
The Second Board Meeting was held in El Paso in September 1985.

On December 2, 1985, Texas City LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

The Third Board Meeting was held in Austin in February 1986.

On April 4, 1986, Houston County LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

On April 14, 1986, Plainview LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

On May 7, 1987, Greater Victoria LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

As a part of the Texas Sesquicentennial celebration, Texas ALS sponsored a special sesquicentennial scholarship
competition planned, organized, and coordinated by Dorothy Mangum. The candidates submitted by various chapters had to
write an essay pertaining to various Texas topics and then the three finalists were brought to Austin to interview with the
judges. The winner was sponsored by Amarillo and gave an oral presentation at the board meeting. Also, as a part of the
Sesquicentennial celebration, Texas ALS had a special brass commemorative paper weight designed in the shape of Texas
and started work on a Sesquicentennial cookbook.

The 31st Annual Meeting was held in May 1986 in Fort Worth (hosted by Fort Worth LSA), and Nancy C. Graham, PLS,
CLA (San Antonio), was installed as the thirty-second president of the Texas Association.

1986-1987
The First Board Meeting was held in Fort Worth in May 1986 and presided over by President Nancy C. Graham.
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The Second Board Meeting was held in Midland in September 1986.

NALS held its 1987 Spring Board Meeting in Charleston, South Carolina, March 19-21, 1987, at the Radisson Francis
Marion Hotel. Helen Winters, PLS, was serving as NALS President. Texas ALS member, Barbara Akins, PLS, was elected
as NALS President, to be installed at the NALS Annual Conference in Washington in July 1987.

Texas ALS received an award at the NALS Annual Meeting in Portland for having the most new chapters in the state, and
Rhita Koches was honored by NALS as the outstanding state membership chairman. There were a total of 54 chapters.
The 32nd Annual Meeting was held in May 1987 in San Antonio (hosted by San Antonio LSA), and Rhita Koches, PLS,
CLA (Tyler), was installed as the thirty-third president of the Texas Association. Additionally, the following elected and
appointed officers were installed: Judith S. Smith, PLS, CLA (First Vice President), Sandra K. Pfluger, CPS, PLS (Second
Vice President), Donna K. Dendy, PLS (Recording Secretary), Shirley Kuchar, PLS (Corresponding Secretary), Vickey D.
Lee (Treasurer), Beth Walker, PLS, CLA (National Director), Anne Smith, PLS (Parliamentarian), Nancy C. Graham, PLS,
CLA (Executive Advisor), Maureen Welch, PLS (TALS Docket Editor), Cindy McElroy (Historian), Shirley Davis, PLS
(Public Relations Director), and Joyce Chriss, PLS (Finance Director). Loretta Day, PLS (Taylor County), was selected as
the 19861987 Legal Secretary of the Year. Judith Smith, PLS, CLA (San Antonio), was selected by the Texas ALS officers
as Officer of the Year.

1987-1988

The First Board Meeting was held in San Antonio in May 1987 and presided over by President Rhita Koches.

The NALS Annual Conference was held in Washington, D.C., in July 1987. Texas ALS member, Barbara Akins, PLS, was
installed as NALS President, which was a two-year term. Barbara was the last NALS President whose term was for two
years.

The Second Board Meeting was held in Galveston, September 18-20, 1987, at the San Luis Hotel. The meeting theme was
“Cruisin’.” The special event was a cruise on The Colonel for a Cajun dinner with entertainment by a Dixieland band.
The TALS Leadership Training Team was forms and established a standard for the entire national association. The members
of that first team and the ones who were added to it in the first few years, later served as members of the national
association’s Leadership Training Team.

The 33rd Annual Meeting was held in May 1988 in Houston (hosted by Greater Houston LSA), and Judith S. Smith, PLS,
CLA (San Antonio), was installed as the thirty-fourth president of the Texas Association.

1988-1989

The First Board Meeting was held in Houston in May 1988 and presided over by President Judith S. Smith.

The NALS Annual Meeting was held in Salt Lake City, Utah.

The Second Board Meeting was held in Amarillo in September 1988.

The Third Board Meeting was held in Fort Worth in February 1989.

On April 6, 1989, North Dallas LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

The NALS 1989 Spring Board Meeting was held in Cincinnati, Ohio.

Texas ALS conducted regional educational seminars in Houston, Dallas, and San Antonio, and the first of many National
Director’s Forums was conducted. A contract was signed with a new publisher for a revised, loose-leaf format Texas Law
Office Handbook.

The 34th Annual Meeting was held in May 1989 in Austin (hosted by Austin LSA), and Sandra K. Pfluger, CPS, PLS
(Nueces County), was installed as the thirty-fifth president of the Texas Association.

1989-1990

The First Board Meeting was held in Austin in May 1989 and presided over by President Sandra K. Pfluger.

The NALS Annual Meeting was held in Birmingham, Alabama.

The Second Board Meeting was held in South Padre Island (hosted by Cameron County) in September 1989.

The Third Board Meeting was held in Dallas (hosted by Dallas) in February 1990.

The 35th Annual Meeting was held in May 1990 in Beaumont (hosted by Beaumont), and Donna K. Dendy, PLS, CLA
(Midland), was installed as the thirty-sixth president of the Texas Association.

1990-1991

The First Board Meeting was held in Beaumont in May 1990 and presided over by President Donna K. Dendy.

The NALS Annual Meeting was held in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.

On June 26, 1990, Rusk County LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.
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On July 9, 1990, Greater Dallas LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

The Second Board meeting was hosted by Arlington in September 1990.

The Third Board meeting was held in Corpus Christi in February 1991.

The new Texas Law Office Handbook was published after three years of planning and work. A Meeting Guidelines Task
Force was begun. TALS conducted its first PLS Cram Weekend. The NALS Fall Board Meeting was held in Fort Worth,
and the Texas ALS Leadership Team was asked to present the TALS formula for leadership success. The first
comprehensive long-range plan was adopted. Texas ALS member Sandra Yost was elected NALS President.

The 36th Annual Meeting was held in May 1991 in El Paso (hosted by EI Paso County), and Shirley Kuchar Smith, PLS
(Greater Houston), was installed as the thirty-seventh president of the Texas Association. Also installed were the following
elected and appointed officers: Cindy McElroy (First Vice President), Vickey Lee, PLS (Second Vice President), Aida G.
Delgado, PLS, CLA (Recording Secretary), Jo Ann Brown, PLS (Treasurer), Amelda Perritt, PLS (Corresponding
Secretary), Sandra K. Pfluger, CPS, PLS (National Director), and Judith Smith, PLS, CLA (Parliamentarian).

1991-1992

The First Board Meeting was held in EI Paso in May 1991 and presided over by President Shirley Kuchar Smith.

The NALS Spring Board Meeting was held in Houston and hosted by Texas ALS. The TALS Leadership Team, now the
NALS Leadership Task Force, was asked to make a presentation on how to make a public presentation (public speaking).
The Team was introduced as a regular part of the NALS board meeting.

Charter member Elizabeth “Libba” Rast (Waco) passed away on August 29, 1992. Libba served as the 1961-1962
President of Texas ALS and was a Life Member of Waco LSA.

The Second Board Meeting was held in Galveston, September 20-22, 1991, at the Tremont House. There were 160
members in attendance.

The NALS Fall Board of Directors Meeting was held in Richmond, Virginia, on October 19, 1991.

Treasurer Jo Ann Brown resigned her office following the Second Board Meeting when her husband was transferred to
Aruba. Amelda Perritt, PLS, served as Treasurer and Aida G. Delgado, PLS, CLA, served as Recording
Secretary/Corresponding Secretary for the remainder of the year following Jo Ann Brown’s resignation.

The Third Board Meeting was held in Tyler (hosted by Tyler), February 21-23, 1992, and the meeting theme was “Winning
With TALS.”

The TALS Site Selection Committee was first appointed, with Dorothy Mangum serving as chair..

The highlight of the year was the investiture of Sandy Yost as NALS President and the election and investiture of Donna
Dendy as Corporate Secretary in Chicago at the annual meeting.

The 37th Annual Meeting was held April 30—May 3, 1992, in Lubbock (hosted by Lubbock), and Cindy Boulton (Hunt
County) was installed as the thirty-eighth president of the Texas Association. The following elected and appointed officers
were also installed: Vickey Lee, PLS (President-elect), Aida G. Delgado, PLS, CLA (Vice President), Amelda Perritt, PLS
(Recording Secretary), Joyce Look, PLS (Treasurer), Karen A. Perrin (Corresponding Secretary), Shirley Kuchar, PLS
(National Director), and Sandra K. Pfluger, CPS, PLS (Parliamentarian). This was the first time for the office of President-
elect, and the office of Vice President replaced the offices of First and Second Vice Presidents.

1992-1993

The First Board Meeting was held in Lubbock in May 1992 and presided over by President Cindy Boulton.

The first TALS Continuing Education Council was appointed, a Financial Planning Task Force was established, and Texas
ALS began approving its annual budget at the third board meeting each year. The first ALS short course was offered.
On June 4, 1992, Mid Cities LSA’s charter was issued by NALS.

Denton County LSA member Joann Chisum Garbacik died June 4, 1992. Joann served Denton County as its president for
four terms and served as a chair for Texas ALS in various capacities.

The NALS Educational Conference and Annual Meeting was held in Anaheim, California, at the Anaheim Marriott, July 24—
29, 1992. The first ALS exam was administered. The American Council on Education recommended up to 27 hours of
college credit be given for passing the PLS exam.

The Second Board Meeting was held in San Antonio (hosted by Bexar County LSA) at the Sheraton Gunter Hotel,
September 18-20, 1992,

Greater Houston LSA member Helen LaKatos died September 24, 1992. Helen served as president of Miami (FL) LSA in
1964-1965 and was chosen Secretary of the Year in 1973. When she moved to Houston in 1975, Helen immediately
became active in Houston ALS and became a charter member of Greater Houston LSA when it was formed in 1982, where
she was given life member status in 1991.
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Fort Worth member Carol Burns Watson passed away on February 12, 1993.

The Third Board Meeting was held in Dallas at the Marriott Park Central, February 26-28, 1993. This was the first
nonhosted board meeting.

The NALS Spring Board of Directors Meeting was held in Houston on March 28, 1993.

The 38th Annual Meeting was held at the Corpus Christi Marriott Hotel in Corpus Christi (hosted by Nueces County)
May 20-23, 1993, and Vickey D. Lee, PLS (Greater Houston), was installed as the thirty-ninth president of the Texas
Association. The investiture was conducted by Installing Officer Beth Walker, PLS, CLA, with assistance from Installing
Marshals Bud Maynard, Shirley Kuchar, PLS, and Sherry Maynard. The following elected and appointed officers were also
installed: Aida Delgado, PLS, CLA (President-elect), Amelda Perritt, PLS (Vice President), Joyce E. Look, PLS (Recording
Secretary), Karen A. Perrin (Treasurer), Becky Tanner, PLS, CPS, CLA (Corresponding Secretary), Druann Wiley, PLS,
CLA (National Director), and Carol Bruehler, PLS, CLA, CPS (Parliamentarian). The scholarship recipient was Susie M.
Sanchez (sponsored by El Paso County). The finalists for Legal Secretary of the Year were Sharon Z. Arway, PLS (Greater
Houston LSA), Gina Marie Estrella, PLS (El Paso County LSA), and Ruby T. Higgins, PLS, CLAS (Fort Worth LSA). It
was announced at the Presidents’ Banquet that the finalist selected as Legal Secretary of the Year was Gina Marie Estrella,
PLS (EI Paso County LSA).

The year ended with 37 chapters and 1774 members, including 29 members-at-large and 30 secondary members.

1993-1994

The First Board Meeting was held in Corpus Christi in May 1993 and presided over by President Vickey D. Lee.

The NALS Annual Meeting was held in New Orleans, Louisiana.

The Second Board Meeting was held at the Embassy Suites Hotel in Abilene (hosted by Taylor County), September 17-19,
1993.

The Third Board Meeting was held at the Houston Marriott West Loop by the Galleria in Houston (hosted by Greater
Houston), February 18-20, 1994,

The 39th Annual Meeting was held at the Plaza San Antonio Hotel in San Antonio (hosted by San Antonio), May 19-22,
1994, with a total registration of 180. Bylaw and standing rule amendments passed allowing consideration of amendments at
all meetings rather than only at the Annual Meeting. President Lee presented an award on behalf of Texas ALS at the Annual
Meeting to Elsbeth Baskette, PLS (Houston ALS) for her many contributions to our trilevel association. Aida Delgado, PLS,
CLA (San Antonio), was installed as the fortieth president of the Texas Association by Judith Smith, PLS, CLA, with
assistance from Installing Marshals Dina Delgado-Kadletz, David Delgado, Joseph Bennetti, and Craig L. Austin, Esq.. The
following elected and appointed officers were also installed: Amelda Perritt, PLS (President-elect), Joyce E. Look, PLS
(Vice President), Karen A. Perrin (Recording Secretary), Becky Tanner, PLS, CPS, CLA (Treasurer), Marjorie Lawrence,
PLS (Corresponding Secretary), Vickey Lee, PLS (National Director), and Martha C. Hogan, NMCCI (Parliamentarian).
The scholarship winner was Laura Duke (sponsored by El Paso County). The finalists for Legal Secretary of the Year were
announced during the Annual Meeting: Sandra K. Pfluger, CPS, PLS (Nueces County), Michele Rayburn, PLS, CLA (Fort
Worth), and Barbara Sucsy, PLS (Lubbock). It was announced at the Presidents’ Banquet that the finalist selected as Legal
Secretary of the Year was Barbara Sucsy, PLS (Lubbock).

1994-1995

The First Board Meeting was held in San Antonio on May 22, 1994 and presided over by President Aida Delgado.

The NALS Annual Meeting was held in Orlando, Florida, July 30-August 3, 1994.

The Second Board Meeting was held at the Harvey Hotel in Plano (hosted by Collin County), September 16-18, 1994.
The Third Board Meeting was held at the Wyndham Austin Hotel in Austin (hosted by Austin), February 17-19, 1995.
TALS hosted a Professional Legal Secretary Educational Institute. The featured speaker for the Sunday morning Leadership
Breakfast was Martha Whitehead, Treasurer of the State of Texas.

Donna Dendy was elected NALS President-elect in Tulsa in the spring.

The 40th Annual Meeting was held in Midland (hosted by Midland), May 18-21, 1995, with a meeting theme of “Wings
Over the Oil Patch.” At the Annual Meeting, the following Legal Secretary of the Year finalists were announced: Ruby
Higgins, PLS, CLA (Fort Worth LSA); Meri Nelson, PLS (Nueces County LSA); and Nancy Quirk (Arlington LSA).
Special guests attend the Annual Meeting were Elaine Heape, PLS (President of Louisiana LSA), Mrs. William Brown
(Texas Legal Directories Publishing Company), and Stan Orr, CAE (NALS Executive Director). A special presentation to
Mr. and Mrs. William Brown of Texas Legal Directories Publishing Company was made for the 25 years of support and
friendship begun in 1974 at the NALS Annual Meeting in Houston, Texas. Amelda Perritt, PLS (Fort Worth), was installed
as the forty-first president of the Texas Association by Installing Officer Donna K. Dendy, PLS, CLA, with assistance from
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Installing Marshal Dennis Sheehan, Esq. The following elected and appointed officers were also installed: Joyce E. Look,
PLS (President-elect), Karen A. Perrin, PLS (Vice President), Becky Tanner, PLS, CPS, CLA (Recording Secretary),
Majorie Lawrence, PLS (Treasurer), Kathie Jean Keys, PLS (Corresponding Secretary), Aida Delgado, PLS, CLA (National
Director), and LaVoice Meier, PLS, CLA (Parliamentarian). The scholarship recipient was Valarie Marie Glassel
(sponsored by Greater Houston). The finalists for Legal Secretary of the Year were announced during the Annual Meeting:
Ruby T. Higgins, PLS, CLAS (Fort Worth), Meri Nelson, PLS (Nueces County), and Nancy Quirk (Arlington). It was
announced at the Presidents’ Banquet that the finalist selected as Legal Secretary of the Year was Ruby T. Higgins, PLS,
CLAS (Fort Worth).

The year ended with 35 chapters and a total membership of 1650, plus 12 secondary members.

1995-1996

The First Board Meeting was held in Midland in May 1995 and presided over by President Amelda Perritt, whose theme
revolved around positive attitudes. It was that positive attitude that helped to create the task force assigned to investigate the
possibility of Texas ALS creating and implementing a specialty certification exam designed specifically for Texas law.
Barbara Akins, PLS, served as the chairman of this committee until November 1997 when the first exam was administered.
The Texas ALS Leadership Committee held a leadership training seminar at the Seven Oaks Resort & Conference Center in
San Antonio, August 19, 1995.

The Second Board Meeting was held at the Green Oaks Inn and Conference Center in Fort Worth, September 22—24 1995.
A “Christmas in Cowtown” craft bazaar was sponsored by the Financial Planning Committee.

The Strategic Plan was adopted by the National Association, which implemented anniversary due dates. This plan also
provided for NALS to collect all dues and distribute them to the state associations and local chapters.

Although she moved from Texas prior to being installed as NALS President, Texas still claims Sandy L. Yost, PLS, since she
was a member of North Dallas ALS when she was elected President-elect.

Texas ALS 1970-1971 President Dorothy Mangum, PLS, died December 2, 1995.

The Third Board Meeting was held at the Marriott Arlington Hotel in Arlington (hosted by Arlington), February 2-4, 1996.
In addition to the excellent seminars and the comaradery, this meeting was especially noteworthy because of the weather—
Arlington was covered in ice and snow!

The 41st Annual Meeting was held at the Radisson Resort South Padre Island in South Padre Island (hosted by Cameron
County), May 16-19, 1996, with 135 full registrations, plus 12 member registrations, 14 student registrations, 3 nonmember
registrations and 7 Past President registrations. At the PLS luncheon, Barbara Akins asked for and received $1,000 to use
for marketing the PLS in the Texas Bar Journal. During her report at the Annual Meeting as chair of the Specialty
Certification Committee, Barbara Akins, PLS, moved that the delegates adopt the White Paper report as mailed to all
chapters and that $5,000 be committed to the development implementation of the program, which motion was passed.
Ted D. Lee of Gunn, Lee & Miller, P.C. (San Antonio) was elected as an honorary member of Texas ALS. Joyce E. Look,
PLS (Houston), was installed as the forty-second president of the Texas Association. The investiture was conducted by
Installing Officer Vickey Lee, PLS, with assistance from Installing Marshals Marc Sony, Morton Look, and Shirley Kuchar
Smith, PLS. The following elected and appointed officers were also installed: Karen A. Perrin, PLS (President-elect), Becky
Tanner, PLS, CPS, CLA (Vice President), Majorie Lawrence, PLS (Recording Secretary), Kathie Jean Keys, PLS
(Treasurer), Debbie Wheeler, PLS, CLA, TSC (Corresponding Secretary), and Amelda Perritt, PLS (National Director).
The scholarship recipient was Carlos Moralez (sponsored by San Antonio LSA). The finalists for Legal Secretary of the
Year were announced during the Annual Meeting: Sharon Coleman, PLS, CLA, CPS (Arlington LSA), LaNelle Douglass,
PLS, CLA (Fort Worth LSA), and Judith S. Smith, PLS, CLA (San Antonio LSA). It was announced at the Presidents’
Banquet that the finalist selected as Legal Secretary of the Year was Judith S. Smith, PLS, CLA (San Antonio LSA). (Vice
President Becky’s membership campaign theme was the Texas Triathlon.)

The year ended with 35 chapters and a total membership of 1372, plus 13 secondary members.

1996-1997

The First Board Meeting was held in South Padre Island on May 19, 1996, presided over by President Joyce Look, who
encouraged each of us to “Choreograph Your Future With Texas ALS.”

The NALS Annual Meeting and Educational Conference was held in Nashville, Tennessee, July 26-31, 1996. Texas ALS’s
own Donna K. Dendy, PLS, CLA, took office as NALS President. Jett Awards were won by: Keystone—Texas ALS for the
Leadership Training Program (category Chapter Enterprises, State Association); Keystone—Texas ALS for The Texas ALS
Docket (category Chapter Development, State Association); and Keystone—Anderson County LSA for the PLS/ALS Study
Group (category Certification Program PLS, Small Chapter).
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Nationally, the year saw the adoption by NALS of the Restructure and Governance Plan. Under this new concept, the state
position of National Director was eliminated and issues involving members’ rights were given over to the members for
ultimate determination. The idea of one member, one vote became a reality. Amelda Perritt, PLS (Fort Worth LSA), served
Texas ALS as its last National Director.

The NALS membership was partitioned into regions, with each region having one elected director on the NALS board of
directors. Texas, together with Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, Arkansas, and Oklahoma made up Region 6. In the true
pioneer spirit, Texas member Joyce E. Look, PLS (Houston ALS), was elected the first Region 6 Director.

That year, in an effort to show our appreciation for the hospitality shown by the chapters hosting our meetings, President
Joyce requested that each chapter select a charity to support during the respective board meetings. The members, in a
testament to the generous spirit that it Texas ALS, brought donated items for each of the charities.

The Second Board Meeting was held at the Ambassdor Hotel in Amarillo, September 20-22, 1996, with a registration
of 104. The meeting was billed as a “jeans and boots and no business suits” meeting and was the first casual dress meeting.
The Saturday night optional event was a “Cowboy Evening” on the rim of Palo Duro Canyon.

The Texas Association of Legal Secretaries was incorporated effective November 1, 1996.

The Third Board Meeting was held at the Red Lion Hotel of Houston in Houston (hosted by Houston ALS), February 13-16,
1997, with a registration of 122. A motion was made and carried at the board meeting to discontinue all present work on and
efforts to publish the Texas Law Office Handbook. As chair of the Specialty Certification Committee, Barbara Akins, PLS,
reported that the first sitting for the civil litigation exam will be in November 1997 in Houston and Austin. She also
presented a motion to incorporate the Texas Institute for Specialty Certification, which carried.

The 42nd Annual Meeting and Educational Conference held at the El Paso Marriott in EI Paso, May 15-18, 1997. Texas
ALS paid tribute to Dorothy Mangum, PLS, as it awarded a one-time scholarship to Hay Myong “Marty” Kang in her
memory. Medallion Awards were won by Fort Worth LSA (Court Observance Category, 41st Annual Day in Court) and
Greater Houston LSA (Continuing Legal Education Category, An Alternative Legal Training Course; Marketing Category,
Annual Report to the Membership; and Publications Category, Highlights). The three finalists for Legal Secretary of the
Year were introduced: Tilde Belinke, PLS, CLA (Fort Worth LSA), Cindy Curry, PLS, CLA (Cameron County LSA), and
Rebecca Lu Tanner, PLS, CPS, CLA (San Antonio LSA); with alternates being Sheryl A. Mann, PLS (Nueces County LSA),
and Martha Richie, PLS (Lubbock LSA). Lorraine Brown (was elected as an honorary Member of Texas ALS. Karen
Perrin, PLS (Dallam-Hartley-Moore-Sherman Counties), realized her dream when she was installed as the forty-third
president of the Texas Association by Installing Officer Sandra K. Pfluger, PLS, CPS. The following elected and appointed
officers were also installed: Becky Tanner, PLS, CPS, CLA (President-elect), Kathie Jean Keys, PLS (Vice President),
Debbie Wheeler, PLS, CLA, TSC (Recording Secretary), Faynell Poe, PLS (Treasurer), Julie A. Abernathy, PLS
(Corresponding Secretary), and Joyce E. Looks, PLS (Parliamentarian). The finalists for Legal Secretary of the Year were
announced during the Annual Meeting: Tilde Belenki, PLS, CLA (Fort Worth LSA), Cindy Curry, PLS, CLA (Cameron
County LSA), and Rebecca Lu Tanner, PLS, CPS, CLA (San Antonio LSA). It was announced at the Presidents’ Banquet
that the finalist selected as Legal Secretary of the Year was Cindy Curry, PLS, CLA (Cameron County LSA). (Vice President
Kathie’s membership campaign theme was the Strategic Membership Plan.)

1997-1998

The First Board Meeting was held in El Paso on May 18, 1997, with President Karen presiding.

The Leadership Committee held a Texas ALS 8-Hour Workout in Dallas, June 21, 1997, geared to personal and chapter
development, including coping with change, dealing with difficult people, integrity and competence, and officer and chairman
workshops.

The year also saw a dark cloud appear on the NALS horizon. In July 1997, Judy Snider, PLS, NALS President, sent an
urgent letter to the membership requesting financial assistance to help eliminate NALS’ outstanding debt. During the Second
Board Meeting in Wichita Falls, the Texas ALS membership, in responding to the request, required that certain conditions be
met before any financial assistance would be considered. During the Third Board Meeting in Plano, the membership agreed
to lend its financial support.

Under the restructuring plan adopted during 1996-97, the Regions were encouraged to host regional meetings where
members could get together and exchange ideas. Branson, Missouri, played host to the first Region 6 Meeting, held
September 26-28, 1997.

The Second Board Meeting was held at the Holiday Inn in Wichita Falls (Wichita County), September 11-14, 1997, with 79
registrants.

The first specialty certification exam in Texas civil litigation was administered in November 1997.

The Third Board Meeting was held at the Harvey Hotel-Plano (nonhosted) in Plano, February 20-22, 1998. Eleven
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members were recognized as being the first to attain specialty certification in Texas civil litigation (TSC): Rita C. Alesi,
PLS, CLA; Ruby T. Higgins, PLS, CLAS; Mary Jo Johnson, ALS, PLS; Laura J. Keck; Tracy Kemp, PLS; Katrina A.
Magatagan, PLS; Meri Nelson, PLS; Casey L. Robertson; Shari L. Tucker, PLS; Sylvia R. Vela, PLS; and Debbie Wheeler,
PLS, CLA.

The 43rd Annual Meeting was held at the Holiday Inn Select in San Antonio (hosted by San Antonio), May 14-17,1998. At
the Annual Meeting, the awars chairman announced the three finalists for Texas ALS Legal Secretary of the Year: Diane
Ratliff, PLS, CLA (Fort Worth LSA), Rebecca Lu Tanner, PLS, CPS, CLA (San Antonio LSA), and Elizabeth Wells, PLS
(Austin LSA). Rebecca Lu Tanner, PLS, CPS, CLA (San Antonio), was installed as the forty-fourth president of the Texas
Association. The investiture was conducted by Installing Officer Judith Smith, PLS, CLA. The following elected and
appointed officers were also installed: Kathie Jean Keys, PLS (President-elect), Debbie Wheeler, PLS, CLA, TSC (Vice
President), Faynell Poe, PLS (Recording Secretary), Julie A. Abernathy, PLS (Treasurer), Cindy G. Curry, PLS, CLA
(Corresponding Secretary), and JoAnn Foote, CLA, PLS, CPS (Parliamentarian). It was announced at the Presidents’
Banquet that the finalist selected as Legal Secretary of the Year was Elizabeth G. Wells, PLS (Austin LSA).

The year ended with 24 chapters and a total membership of 757.

1998-1999

For President Rebecca Lu Tanner, professionalism, education, and networking were the ideals which formed the basis of the
“pen” with which she would help to write the history of Texas ALS.

The Second Board Meeting was held in Austin (Austin) at the Hilton North Towers in September 1998.

October 1998 brought about the beginning of change for our association when a straw ballot was taken of the members
present at the NALS Annual Meeting and Educational Conference in Minneapolis, Minnesota. The majority of the members
in attendance voted to place the name change issue before the members once again, and at a special meeting held on March
12,1999, in Tulsa, Oklahoma, our Association officially became NALS . . . the association for legal professionals.
This was the year NALS chose to listen to its members and address their concerns surrounding both the PLS and the ALS
programs. The PLS exam was revised and is now a one-day, four-part exam consisting of: Written Communications, Office
Procedures and Technology, Ethics and Judgment and Legal Knowledge and Skills. The ALS exam was revised and is now a
one-half day, three-part exam consisting of: Written Communications, Office Procedures and Legal Knowledge, and Ethics,
Human Relations, and Judgment.

The year also saw the revision to the Texas ALS Long-Range Plan which recommended the elimination of the First Board
Meeting traditionally held on Sunday morning following the Annual Meeting and the combination of the Bylaws and Standing
Rules Committees. Bylaws and standing rules amendments to accomplish these recommendations were approved by the
members.

Finally, in an effort to reach more of its members and potential members, Texas ALS acquired its own web site—
www.texasals.org.

The Leadership Committee held a Confederate Caucus for Texas ALS in Midland, November 14, 1998.

The Third Board Meeting was held at the Waco Hilton in Waco (Waco), February 19-21, 1999. There were a total of 108 in
attendance, 106 paid registrants (89 members, 10 students, and 6 nonmembers). Special guests attending were Tammy
Hailey, CAE, Executive Director of NALS, and Connie Maslowski, PLS, from Helena Montana, NALS President.

The history of Texas ALS was expanded by Recording Secretary Faynell Poe to include annual highlights beginning with the
1995-1996 year.

The 44th Annual Meeting was held at the Holiday Inn-Emerald Beach in Corpus Christi (hosted by Corpus Christi ALP),
May 14-16, 1999. It was announced at the Annual Meeting that the three finalists for Legal Secretary of the Year were:
Virginia Perales Gil (Cameron County LSA); LaVoice Meier, CLA, PLS (Fort Worth LSA), and Sylvia R. Vela, PLS, TSC
(Austin LSA). Kathie Jean Keys, PLS (Corpus Christi), was installed as the forty-fifth president of the Texas Association.
President Kathie’s theme was “Accentuate the Positive.” The investiture was conducted by Installing Officers Sandra K.
Pfluger, PLS, CPS (Corpus Christi), and Sheryl A. Mann, PLS (Corpus Christi), with assistance of Installing Marshals John
W. Keys, Robert M. Capeheart, and Peter E. Avots. The following elected and appointed officers served under the
leadership of President Keys: Debbie Wheeler, PLS, CLA, TSC (President-elect), Faynell Poe, PLS (Vice President), Julie
Abernathy, PLS (Recording Secretary), Cindy Curry, PLS, CLA (Treasurer), Meri Nelson, PLS, TSC (Corresponding
Secretary), and Sandra K. Pfluger, PLS, CPS (Parliamentarian). It was announced at the Presidents’ Banquet that the finalist
selected as Legal Secretary of the Year was Sylvia R. Vela, PLS, TSC (Austin LSA). (Vice President Faynell Poe’s
membership campaign theme was The Texas Two-Step.)

The year ended with 23 chapters and a total membership of 7009.
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1999-2000

The leadership committee (Dianna Roberts, PLS, chair) held a leadership retreat (based on The Complete Idiot’s Guide to
Leadership by Andrew J. DuBrin) at Pine Needle Lodge, Caddo Lake, July 23-25, 1999.

The 1999 Fall Board Meeting was hosted by FWLSA and held at the Radisson Plaza Hotel Fort Worth in Fort Worth,
September 10-12, 1999, with a total attendance of 75. The meeting theme was “Waltz Across Texas.” A Christmas raffle
was held at the meeting.

The leadership committee (Dianna Roberts, PLS, chair) held a second leadership reteat in Salado, December 3-5, 1999.
The Texas Institute for Specialty Certification held a Civil Litigation Seminar on Saturday, January 22, 2000, at the
Pflugerville Community Library in Pflugerville, Texas.

The 2000 Winter Board Meeting was a nonhosted meeting (Cynthia Huffman, PLS, CLA, TSC, meetings coordinator) and
held at the Radisson Resort South Padre Island on South Padre Island, February 10-13, 2000.

With the administration of the new one-day PLS exam and half-day ALS exam materials, many new PLSs and ALSs joined
the ranks of this fine group of individuals. The Texas Institute for Specialty Certification decided to add an additional
specialty area—real estate. A specialty certification mock exam was also begun.

The 45th Annual Meeting was hosted by Lubbock LSA and held at the Holiday Inn-Lubbock Plaza in Lubbock, May 4-7,
2000. The meeting theme was “Celebrations West Texas Style.” At the Annual Meeting, the delegates and alternates
changed the voting structure of the association at future annual meetings, with the chapter directors being the voting body at
the annual meeting. A name change issue came before the association, but, after a membership survey went out, the
delegates voted not to make a name change at that time. The following Legal Secretary of the Year finalists were introduced:
Virginia Perales Gil (Rio Grande Valley LSP); Alexis Montgomery (Austin LSA); and Judy Stephenson (FWLSA). Debbie
Wheeler, PLS, CLA, TSC (NALS of Amarillo), was installed as the forty-sixth President of the Texas Association. The
investiture was conducted by Installing Officer Beth Walker, with assistance by Installing Marshals Pete Harland and Ed
McConnell. The following elected and appointed officers served under the leadership of President Wheeler: Faynell Poe,
PLS (President-elect), Julie A. Abernathy, PLS (Vice President), Cindy Curry, PLS, CLAS (Recording Secretary), Meri
Nelson, PLS, TSC (Treasurer), Helene L. Wood, PLS (Corresponding Secretary), and Barbara Sucsy, PLS (Parliamentarian).
The 1999-2000 scholarship recipient was Michelle O’Donnell (submitted by Corpus Christi ALP). It was announced at the
Presidents’ Banquet that the finalist selected as Secretary of the Year was Alexis Montgomery, PLS, TSC (Austin LSA).
(Vice President Julie Abernathy’s membership campaign theme was NASCAR.)

2000-2001

The Fall Board Meeting was a nonhosted meeting (Sondra Heugatter, PLS, TSC, meetings coordinator) and held at the Hills
River Resort in Kerrville, September 14-17, 2000.

The Winter Board Meeting was hosted by Houston ALS and held at the Four Seasons Hotel in Houston, February 16-18,
2001. The meeting theme was “The Houston Show—Broadway Style.” At the Saturday networking luncheon, a style show
was presented with members modeling clothing furnished by Jaeger.

The Certification Committee (Kim Culpepper, PLS, TSC, chair) held a Certification Short Course on February 24-25, 2001,
in Dallas.

The 46th Annual Meeting was hosted by EI Paso County LSA and held at the Hilton Hotel in EI Paso, May 17-20, 2001.
The meeting theme was “The Edge of Texas.” At the Annual Meeting the following finalists for Legal Secretary of the Year
were introduced: Stephanie S. Burns, PLS (Houston ALS), Reynetta DeVeau, PLS, TSC (Austin LSA), and Glenda Fuqua,
PLS (Lubbock LSA). Atthe Presidents’ Banquet, Faynell Poe, PLS (El Paso County), was installed as the 47th president of
the Texas Association. The investiture was conducted by Installing Officer Aida Delgado, PLS, with the assistance of
Installing Marshal Martha Hogan. The following elected and appointed officers served under the leadership of President
Poe: Julie A. Abernathy, PLS (President-elect), Cindy Curry, PLS, CLAS (Vice President), Meri Nelson, PLS, TSC
(Recording Secretary), Helene L. Wood, PLS (Treasurer), Barbara Sucsy, PLS (Corresponding Secretary), and Karen A.
Perrin, PLS (Parliamentarian). The 2000-2001 scholarship recipient was Mary Edna Gonzalez (submitted by El Paso
County LSA). It was announced at the Presidents’ Banquet that the finalist selected as Legal Secretary of the Year was
Reynetta DeVeau, PLS, TSC (Austin LSA). (Vice President Cindy Curry’s membership campaign theme was “Kick the
Resistance.”)

The year ended with 19 chapters and a total membership of 715.

2001-2002

The NALS Region 6 Annual Meeting and Educational Conference was hosted by Texas ALS and held at the Hilton San
Antonio Airport in San Antonio, July 20-22, 2001.
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September 11, 2000, will be remembered as a day that irreversibly changed the face of our nation and our association. The
terrorist attacks on New York and Washington, D.C., were devastating, but they formed the foundation for a new sense of
pride in America. United We Stand became a reality, not just an advertising slogan. At the Fall Board Meeting in Dallas,
Texas, the membership voted to donate the proceeds of the holiday raffle to the World Trade Center Police and Firemen's
Relief Fund.

The Fall Board Meeting was hosted by Dallas ALS and held at the Raddison Hotel Central Dallas in Dallas, September 21—
23,2001. The meeting theme was “Dallas, The Star of Texas.” A standing rule amendment was passed that changed the
judging criteria percentages.

The Winter Board Meeting was a nonhosted meeting (Joyce E. Look, PLS, meetings coordinator) and held at the Fredonia
Hotel in Nacogdoches, February 22—24, 2002. A PLS/ALS Cram Course was held in conjunction with the meeting.

In March 2002 the Texas Association was a big winner in Tulsa at the NALS Professional Development and Educational
Conference. The Texas Association or one of its chapters received the following 2002 Jett Awards: Cornerstone Award—
(1) Texas ALS (Certification Program Category) for the Certification Quiz, (2) Texas ALS (Chapter Development Program
Category) for the website www.texasals.org, and (3) El Paso County LSA (Chapter Development Program Category) for the
Letter of the Law; Keystone Award—(1) Houston ALS (Large Chapter—CLE Series of Related Topics Category) for the
2001 Beginning Legal Training Course, and (2) Texas ALS (State Association—Membership Development Category) for
the Kick the Resistance membership campaign; and the Founder’s Award was received by Houston ALS for the 2001
Beginning Legal Training Course.

The 47th Annual Meeting was hosted by Austin LSA and held at the Doubletree Guest Suites in Austin, June 7-9, 2002.
The meeting theme was “Austin://www.The High Tech Path to Education.org.” At the Annual Meeting, the following
finalists for Legal Secretary of the Year were introduced: Deidra Daniels, PLS, CLA, TSC (Houston ALS), Elizabeth M.
Harsh, PLS, TSC (Austin LSA), and Kathie Jean Keys, PLS (Corpus Christi ALP). At the Presidents’ Banquet, Julic A.
Abernathy, PLS (Austin LSA), was installed as the forty-eighth president of the Texas Association. The investiture was
conducted by Installing Officer Deidra J. Daniels, PLS, CLA, TSC, with the assistance of Installing Marshal Kerri McLen,
PLS, CLA. The following elected and appointed officers served under the leadership of President Abernathy: Cindy Curry,
PLS, CLAS (President-elect), Meri Nelson, PLS, TSC (Vice President), Helene L. Wood, PLS (Recording Secretary),
Barbara Sucsy, PLS (Treasurer), Cheryl A. Moseley, PLS, TSC (Corresponding Secretary), and Rebecca Lu Tanner, PLS,
CPS, CLA (Parliamentarian). The 20012002 scholarship recipient was Michelle O’Donnell (submitted by Corpus Christi
ALP). Itwas announced at the Presidents’ Banquet that the finalist selected as Legal Secretary of the Year was Kathie Jean
Keys, PLS (Corpus Christi ALP). (Vice President Meri Nelson’s membership campaign theme was “Hooked on TALS.”)
The year ended with 19 chapters and a total membership of 704.

2002-2003

The NALS Region 6 Annual Meeting and Educational Conference was hosted by NALS of Oklahoma and held at The
Westin-Oklahoma City in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, July 26-28, 2002. The meeting theme was “From Teepees to
Technology.” An NEI was held in conjunction with the meeting.

The Fall Board Meeting was hosted by Wichita County LSA and held at the Holiday Inn in Wichita Falls, September 13-15,
2002.

In October 2002 the NALS Annual Meeting was held in Greenville, South Carolina. The finalists for the NALS Award of
Excellence were introduced: Nancy Gates, PLS, CLA (Gulf Coast ALSP), Cheryl Summerhill, PLS (Wite County LSP), and
Helene Wood, PLS (Houston ALS). (All three finalists were from Region 6.) It was announced at the Silver Time
Recognition Luncheon that Texas ALS Member Helene Wood, PLS, had been selected for the 2002 Award of Excellence.
The Winter Board Meeting was hosted by Waco LPA and held at the Hilton Waco in Waco, February 21-23, 2003. The
meeting theme was “Rockin’ and Rollin’ on the Brazos.” At the board meeting, Leslie Stokes, PLS, TSC, chair of the
Continuing Education Council, distributed the first certificates for the new Texas ALS Excellence in Education Award, a
CLE award.

In March 2003 at the NALS Professional Development and Educational Conference, NALS announced that it would begin
offering a new certification—the Certified Paralegal Profession (CPP). Inaugural testing was anticipated to take place in
March at the 2004 Professional Development and Education Conference in Tulsa, Oklahoma. Inaugural testing was to be
given only to qualifying PLSs. Qualified PLSs would receive CPP certification after successful completion of a three-hour
exam on substantive law. Other candidates wishing to take the exam (not available for the inaugural testing period) would
receive CPP certification after successful completion of a four-part, all-day exam, which would include Written
Communications (Part 1), Legal Knowledge and Skills (Part 2), Ethics and Judgment Skills (Part 3), and Substantive Law

Texas Association of Legal Professionals -17- May 2007



(Part 4). Texas Association chapters were winners of NALS Foundation Jett Awards: Cornerstone Awards—San Antonio
LSA for The Pro Bono Will Clinic (chapter development-large chapter category) and Houston ALS for their Texas Civil
Litigation Training Course (continuing legal education series of related topics-large chapter); Keystone Awards—NALS of
Amarillo for their Student Membership Program (chapter development-small chapter).

The NALS Foundation Recognizes the Following Members for Their Outstanding Leadership and Service: Texas ALP Past
Presidents - Nominated by: Texas Association of Legal Professionals, 2003, and Rita Alesi, PLS, CLA, TSC Houston
ALS President 2002-3, 1997-98, 1995-96 — Nominated by: 2002-3 Board of Directors, Houston ALS

The 48th Annual Meeting was hosted by Houston ALS and held at the Radisson Resort South Padre Island on South Padre
Island, May 15-18, 2003. The meeting theme was “Black and White Extravaganza.” NALS Region 6 Director Theresa
Wilson (Mississippi) attended the conference as a guest of Houston ALS. During the board of directors meeting on Friday,
May 16, a bylaw was passed changing the name of Texas ALS to the Texas Association of Legal Professionals. Following
the certification luncheon on Saturday, May 17, Laredo Legal Professionals Association held its organizational meeting. At
the Presidents’ Banquet, Cindy G. Curry, PLS, CLAS, Board Certified Legal Assistant—Estate Planning and Probate Law—
Texas Board of Legal Specialization (Rio Grande Valley LSP), was installed as the forty-ninth president of the Texas
Association and the first president of the Texas Association of Legal Professionals. President Curry’s theme was “One
Team—One Dream.” The investiture was conducted by Installing Officer Beth Walker, PLS, with the assistance of Installing
Marshal Steven Macomb. The following elected and appointed officers served under the leadership of President Curry:
Meri Nelson, PLS, TSC (President-elect), Helene L. Wood, PLS (Vice President), Barbara Sucsy, PLS (Recording
Secretary), Cheryl A. Moseley, PLS, TSC (Treasurer), Leslie G. Stokes, PLS, TSC (Corresponding Secretary), and Faynell
Poe, PLS (Parliamentarian). The 2002—-2003 scholarship recipient was Andrew Lara (submitted by El Paso County LSA).
The finalists for Legal Secretary of the Year were announced during the Annual Meeting: LaNelle Douglass, PLS, CLA
(FWLSA), Barbara Griffin, PLS, TSC (El Paso County LSA), and Sheryl Mann, PLS (Corpus Christi ALP). It was
announced at the Presidents’ Banquet that the finalist selected as Legal Secretary of the Y ear was Barbara Griffin, PLS, TSC
(El Paso County LSA). (Vice President Helene Wood’s membership campaign theme was “The Texas Advantage.”)
The year ended with 18 chapters and a total membership of 772.

2003-2004

The NALS Region 6 Annual Meeting and Educational Conference was hosted by the Missouri Association of Legal
Secretaries and held at the Adams Mark Hotel in St. Louis, Missouri, July 25-27, 2003. The meeting theme was “A Trip
Down the Mighty Mississippi.” An NEI was held in conjunction with the meeting.

The Fall Board Meeting was hosted by Arlington LPA and held at the Dallas/Fort Worth Airport Marriott South,
September 26-28, 2003. The meeting theme was “An Oasis in Arlington.”

In October 2003 the NALS Annual Meeting was held in Anchorage, Alaska. The finalists for the NALS Award of
Excellence were introduced: Nancy T. Harris, PLS (Birmingham LSA), Barbara A. Leach, PLS (NALS of Pierce County,
Washington), and Betty Wells, PLS (Austin LSA). It was announced at the Silver Time Recognition Luncheon that Texas
ALP Member Betty Wells, PLS, had been selected for the 2003 Award of Excellence.

The Winter Board Meeting was hosted by San Antonio LSA and held at the Menger Hotel in San Antonio, February 19-22,
2004. The meeting theme was “Memories from the Past.”

In March 2004 at the NALS Professional Development and Educational Conference, NALS offered the Professional
Paralegal (PP) exam for the first time. Inaugural testing was given only to qualifying PLSs. Professional Paralegal
certification was given to 24 examinees from Texas, after completing a three-hour exam on substantive law. Texas
Association chapters were winners of NALS Foundation Jett Awards: Cornerstone Award—Virginia Gil, Board Certified
Legal Assistant—Civil Trial Law—Texas Board of Legal Specialization, for submission of The Docket. Keystone Award:
Helene L. Wood’s membership campaign, The Texas Advantage (State, Membership Development category).

The NALS Foundation Recognizes the Following Members for Their Outstanding Leadership and Service: NALS Past
Presidents from Texas: Clara Lagow, PLS (1958-1960), Kathy Hawthorne (1964-1966), Barbara Akins, PLS (1987-1989),
Donna Dendy, PLS, CLA (1996-1997), Nominated by: Texas Association of Legal Professionals, 2003.

The 49th Annual Meeting was hosted by Corpus Christi ALP, and held at the Holiday Inn Emerald Beach in Corpus Christi,
June 10-13, 2004. The meeting theme was “Celebrating 50 Years of Excellence.” NALS President, Mary Burns
(Wisconsin) attended the conference as a guest of members of Texas ALP. Barbara Sucsy, PLS, announced her membership
campaign, “The Dream Team.” At the Presidents” Banquet, Meri Nelson, PLS (Corpus Christi ALP), was installed as the
fiftieth president of the Texas Association of Legal Professionals. President Nelson’s theme was “Building Our Future.” The
investiture was conducted by Installing Officers Donna K. Dendy, Certified PP, PLS, CLA, and Amelda Perritt, PLS, with the
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assistance of Installing Marshal Mary E. Burns, Certified PP, PLS, NALS President. The following elected and appointed
officers served under the leadership of President Nelson: Helene L. Wood, Certified PP, PLS (President-elect), Barbara
Sucsy, PLS (Vice President), Cheryl Moseley, Certified PP, PLS, TSC, CLA (Recording Secretary), Leslie G. Stokes,
Certified PP, PLS, TSC (Treasurer), Mary D. Smith, Certified PP, PLS, (Corresponding Secretary), and Sheryl Mann, PLS
(Parliamentarian). Debbie Wheeler, PLS, CLA, TSC, was named as the “seasoned” Chairman of the Year and Virginia Gil,
Board Certified-Civil Trial Law-Texas Board of Legal Specialization, was named as the “newer”” Chairman of the Year. The
2003-2004 scholarship recipient was Amrita Boghani (submitted by Austin LSA). The finalists for Legal Professional of the
Year were announced during the Annual Meeting: Julie A. Abernathy, Certified PP, PLS, Mary D. Smith, Certified PP, PLS,
and Debbie Wheeler, PLS, CLA, TSC. It was announced at the Presidents’ Banquet that the finalist selected as Legal
Professional of the Year was Debbie Wheeler, PLS, CLA, TSC.

The year ended with 18 chapters and a total membership of 755.

2004-2005

The NALS Region 6 Annual Meeting and Educational Conference was hosted by the Arkansas Association of Legal
Secretaries and held at the Wyndham Hotel-Riverfront in North Little Rock, Arkansas, July 30-August 1, 2004.

The Fall Board Meeting was hosted by FWLSA and held at the Radisson Plaza Hotel Fort Worth, September 17-19, 2004.
The meeting theme was “Fun with Friends in Fort Worth.”

The NALS Annual Meeting was held in Biloxi, Mississippi, at the Imperial Palace Hotel & Casino, November 4-7, 2004.
The finalists for the NALS Award of Excellence were introduced: Kathleen Cline, PP, PLS, CLA (South Dakota), Nancy
Harris, PP, PLS (Alabama), and Shirley Vanderbeck, PP, PLS, CLA, CLA, CNSA, CM (California). Itwas announced at the
Silver Time Recognition Luncheon that Shirley Vanderbeck had been selected for the 2004 Award of Excellence.

The Winter Board Meeting was held in Laredo, Texas at the La Posada Hotel from February 24-27, 2005. There was no
meeting theme as the meeting was non-hosted and organized by the executive committee of Texas ALP.

In March 20045 at the NALS Professional Development and Educational Conference, Texas Association chapters were
winners of NALS Foundation Jett Awards: a Cornerstone award was presented to Austin LSA for a Large Chapter,
Membership Development, “Lasagna Made Simple”; a Cornerstone award was presented to Houston ALP, Large Chapter,
Chapter Development — Working with a Changing Membership Base, for their Web site; and a Cornerstone award was
presented to Austin LSA for a Large Chapter, Certification Program, “CLE Carecer Enhancement Seminar.”

The 50" Annual Meeting was hosted by Houston ALP, and held at the Doubletree Allen Hotel in Houston, May 12-15, 2005.
The meeting theme was “Golden Jubilee” and was a celebration of the conclusion of Texas ALP's golden anniversary.
NALS President, Mary Jo Denman (Georgia) attended the conference as a guest of members of Texas ALP. Cheryl Moseley,
PLS, CLA, TSC, announced her membership campaign, “Super Bowl Bound.” At the Presidents’ Banquet, Helene Wood,
PP, PLS (Houston ALP), was installed as the fifty-first president of the Texas Association of Legal Professionals. President
Wood's theme was “The Key to Our Future.” The investiture was conducted by Installing Officer Joyce Look, PLS, with the
assistance of Installing Marshal Karen A. Perrin, PLS, and Mary E. Burns, Certified PP, PLS, NALS Immediate Past
President. The following elected and appointed officers served under the leadership of President Wood: Barbara Sucsy, PLS
(President-elect), Cheryl Moseley, PLS, CLA, TSC, (Vice President), Leslie G. Stokes, PP, PLS, TSC (Recording Secretary),
Mary D. Smith, PP, PLS (Treasurer), Elizabeth G. Wells, PP, PLS (Corresponding Secretary) and David DeFranco, PLS
(Parliamentarian). The 2004-5 scholarship recipient was Beatriz Rodriguez (submitted by Austin LSA). The finalists for
Legal Professional of the Year were announced during the Annual Meeting: Lanelle Douglass, PLS, CLA (FWLSA), Judy
Golden-Bentley, PLS (Austin LSA), and Tracy Kemp, PP, PLS, CLA, TSC (Arlington LPA). It was announced at the
Presidents’ Banquet that the finalist selected as Legal Professional of the Year was Judy Golden-Bentley, PLS.

The year ended with 17 chapters and a total membership of 730.

2005-2006

The NALS Region 6 Annual Meeting and Educational Conference was hosted by the Mississippi Division of NALS and held
at the Eola Hotel in Natchez, Mississippi July 29-31, 2005.

The Fall Board Meeting was hosted by El Paso County LSA and held at the EI Paso Marriott, EI Paso, September 15-18,
2005. The meeting theme was “El Paso — Do Texas Different.”

The NALS Annual Meeting was held in Buffalo, New York, at the Adams Mark Hotel, October 20-23, 2005. The finalists
for the NALS Award of Excellence were introduced: Stephanie Floyd, PP, PLS (Mississippi), Kathy Seickman, PP, PLS
(Arizona), and Patti Infanti, PP, PLS (Pennsylvania). It was announced at the Silver Time Recognition Award Luncheon that
Patti Infanti had been selected for the 2005 Award of Excellence.

The Winter Board Meeting was held in Austin, Texas at the Lakeway Inn from February 2-5, 2006. There was no meeting
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theme as the meeting was non-hosted and organized by the executive committee of Texas ALP.

In March 2006 at the NALS Professional Development and Educational Conference, Texas Association chapters were
winners of NALS Foundation Jett Awards: a Cornerstone Award was presented to San Antonio LSA for a Large Chapter,
Membership Development, for their Membership Recognition Program and a Cornerstone Award was presented to San
Antonio LSA for a Large Chapter, Certification Programs, for their Certification Study Group.

The NALS Foundation Recognizes the Following Members for Their Outstanding Leadership and Service: Betty Wells, PP,
PLS, TSC, 2005-2006 NALS Foundation Chair - Nominated by: NALS Foundation Trustees.

The 51* Annual Meeting was hosted by Lubbock LPA, and held at the Ramada Inn and Conference Center in Lubbock, May
18-21,2006. NALS President, Cathy Hankins (Ohio) attended the conference as a guest of members of Texas ALP. Leslie
Stokes, PP, PLS, TSC, announced her membership campaign, “U.S.M.C. — The Uniquely Spectacular Membership
Campaign.” Atthe Presidents’ Banquet, Barbara Sucsy, PLS (Lubbock LPA), was installed as the fifty-second president of
the Texas Association of Legal Professionals. The investiture was conducted by Installing Officer Meri Nelson, PP, PLS,
TSC, with the assistance of Installing Marshal Steve Sucsy. The following elected and appointed officers served under the
leadership of President Sucsy: Cheryl Moseley, PLS, CLA, TSC (President-elect), Leslie Stokes, PP, PLS, TSC, (Vice
President), Mary D. Smith, PP, PLS (Recording Secretary), Elizabeth G. Wells, PP, PLS (Treasurer), Judy E. Stephenson,
PP, PLS, CLA, TSC (Corresponding Secretary) and Debbie Wheeler, PLS (Parliamentarian). The 2005—6 scholarship
recipient was (NAME) (submitted by Austin LSA). The finalists for Legal Professional of the Year were announced during
the Annual Meeting: Theresa Ann Alba, PLS, (Austin LSA), Marty Olsen, PLS, TSC (Houston ALP), and Nikkie A. Rice,
PLS (El Paso County LSA). It was announced at the Presidents’ Banquet that the finalist selected as Legal Professional of
the Year was Nikkie A. Rice, PLS.

The year ended with 17 chapters and a total membership of 730.

2006-2007

The NALS Region 6 Annual Meeting and Educational Conference was co-hosted by the Dallas ALS and Greater Dallas ALP
and held at the Richardson Hotel in Richardson, Texas, July 28-30, 2006. The meeting theme was “Region 6 Roundup.”
The Fall Board Meeting was hosted by Dallas ALS and held at the Richard Hotel, Richardson, September 21-24, 2006. The
meeting theme was “Disco in Dallas.”

The NALS Annual Meeting was held in Reno, Nevada, at the Grand Sierra Resort, October 26-29, 2006. The finalists for
the NALS Award of Excellence were introduced: Bonita L. Hole PP, PLS, RP, CNSA (NALS of Tucson and Southern
Arizona), Karen Kuhn PP, PLS (Gulf Coast Association for Legal Support Professionals), and Reba Peden PP, PLS (Jackson
Legal Professionals Association). At the Recognition Luncheon we learned that Karen Kuhn, PP, PLS was the 2006 Award
of Excellence winner.

The Winter Board Meeting was held in Kerrville, Texas at the YO Ranch from February 16-18, 2006. There was no meeting
theme as the meeting was non-hosted and organized by the executive committee of Texas ALP.

In March 2007 at the NALS Professional Development and Educational Conference, Texas Association chapters were
winners of NALS Foundation Jett Awards: a Cornerstone Award was presented to San Antonio LSA for a Large Chapter,
Membership Development, for their Membership Recognition Program and a Cornerstone Award was presented to San
Antonio LSA for a Large Chapter, Certification Programs, for their Certification Study Group.

The NALS Foundation Recognizes the Following Members for Their Outstanding Leadership and Service: Nikkie A. Rice,
PLS - Nominated by El Paso County LSA (TX); Julie Abernathy, PP, PLS - Nominated by Mississippi Division of NALS,
Inc.; Elizabeth G. Wells, PP, PLS, TSC - Nominated by Mississippi Division of NALS, Inc.; El Paso County Legal
Support Professionals - Nominated by Mississippi Division of NALS, Inc.; Texas Legal Professional Association-
Nominated by Mississippi Division of NALS, Inc.

The 52" Annual Meeting was hosted by Arlington LPA, and held at the Hilton Hotel in Arlington, May 17-20, 2007. The
meeting theme was ““Share the Light.” Mary Smith, PP, PLS, announced her membership campaign, “Come Fly With Me.”
At the Presidents’ Banquet, Cheryl Moseley PP, PLS, TSC (Arlington LPA), was installed as the fifty-third president of the
Texas Association of Legal Professionals. President Moseley’s theme was “Share the Light.” The investiture was conducted
by Installing Officer Donna Dendy, PP, PLS, TSC, with the assistance of Installing Marshal Steve Moseley and (NAME).
The following elected and appointed officers served under the leadership of President Moseley: Leslie Stokes, PP, PLS, TSC
(President-elect), Mary D. Smith, PP, PLS (Vice President), Elizabeth G. Wells, PP, PLS, TSC-RE (Recording Secretary),
Judy E. Stephenson, PP, PLS CLA, TSC (Treasurer), Kristy Turner, PP, PLS, CLA, TSC-CL, TSC-RE (Corresponding
Secretary) and Deidra Daniels, PP, PLS (Parliamentarian). The 2006-7 scholarship recipient was Jana Thompson submitted
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by Austin LSA, Inc. The finalists for Legal Professional of the Year were announced during the Annual Meeting: David
DeFranco, PP, PLS, (Houston ALP), Jorie Licking, PP, PLS (El Paso County ALP), and Leslie Stokes, PP, PLS, TSC (Fort
Worth ALP). Tt was announced at the Presidents” Banquet that the finalist selected as Legal Professional of the Year was
Leslie Stokes, PP, PLS, TSC.

The year ended with 17 chapters and a total membership of 636.

2007-2008

The NALS Region 6 Annual Meeting and Educational Conference was hosted by Oklahoma and held at the Hilton Hotel in
Shreveport, Louisiana, July 27-29, 2007.

The Fall Board Meeting was hosted by NALS of Amarillo held at the Homewood Suites by Hilton, Amarillo, September 13-
16, 2007.

The NALS Annual Meeting was held in St. Louis, Missouri, at the Sheraton Westport Hotel, October 11-14, 2007. The
finalists for the NALS Award of Excellence were introduced: Mary E. Baldecchi, PP, PLS, CLA (Douglas-Carson Legal
Professionals), Jeannie M. Shaw, PP, PLS (Gulf Coast Association for Legal Support Professionals), and Debbie Wheeler,
PLS, CLA, TSC (NALS of Amarillo). At the Recognition Luncheon we learned that Jeannie M. Shaw, PP, PLS was the
2007 Award of Excellence winner.

The Winter Board Meeting was held in Fredericksburg, Texas at the Inn on Baron’s Creek from February 22-24, 2008.
There was no meeting theme as the meeting was non-hosted and organized by the meetings coordinator and the executive
committee of Texas ALP.

In March 2008 at the NALS Professional Development and Educational Conference, Texas Association chapters were
winners of NALS Foundation Jett Awards: Austin LSA, Inc., Large Chapter, received the Founders Award for its CLE One-
Time Program “Nuts & Bolts of Grammar”; and a Keystone Award was presented to San Antonio LSA for a Large Chapter,
CLE Series of Related Topics for their Court Observance Day Activities.

The 53" Annual Meeting was hosted by Ft. Worth LPA, and held at the DFW Marriott Hotel and Golf Course in Ft. Worth,
May 1-4,2008. Betty Wells, PP, PLS, TSC, announced her membership campaign, “Train to Texas ALP of Tomorrow.” At
the Presidents’ Banquet, Leslie Stokes, PP, PLS, TSC (Ft. Worth LPA), was installed as the fifty-fourth president of the
Texas Association of Legal Professionals. President Stoke’s theme was “Leave Your Legacy.” The investiture was
conducted by Installing Officer Diane Sheehan, PLS, with the assistance of Installing Marshalls Steven R. Stokes and
Gunnery Sergeant Raul Vasquez. The following elected and appointed officers served under the leadership of President
Stokes: Mary D. Smith, PP, PLS (President-elect), Elizabeth G. Wells, PP, PLS, TSC-RE (Vice President), Judy E.
Stephenson, PP, PLS CLA, TSC (Recording Secretary), Kristy Turner, PP, PLS, CLA, TSC-CL, TSC-RE (Treasurer),
Stephanie Burns, PP, PLS, TSC (Corresponding Secretary) and Meri Nelson, PP, PLS (Parliamentarian). The 2007-08
scholarship recipient was Joshua Tagle submitted by Lubbock Legal Professionals Association. The finalists for Legal
Professional of the Year were announced during the Annual Meeting: Janet Brown, PLS, (San Antonio Legal Secretaries
Association), and Patricia T. Heaney, PLS, (Austin LSA, Inc.). It was announced at the Presidents” Banquet that the finalist
selected as Legal Professional of the Year was Patricia T. Heaney, PLS.

The year ended with 17 chapters and a total membership of 568.
CHAPTER ANNIVERSARIES
Throughout the years, Texas ALS has prospered, and while our membership numbers and the number of our chapters have

fluctuated, one thing has always remained constant: the desire to be a strong, viable force in the legal community.
The following is a list of the current and former Texas ALS chapters:

Year Date Chapter

1952 November 2 Dallas ALS

1952 November 29 Fort Worth LSA (FWLSA)

1953 February 26 Hutchinson County LSA

1953 October 30 Nueces County LSA (Corpus Christi ALP)
1956 January 25 Houston ALP

1956 September 22 Waco LSA (Waco LSP)
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Year
1957
1957
1957
1958
1958
1958
1959
1960
1960
1960
1960
1960
1960
1960
1961
1961
1961
1961
1961
1961
1962
1962
1962
1962
1962
1962
1963
1963
1963
1963
1963
1963
1963
1963
1964
1964
1965
1965
1966
1966
1966
1966
1966
1967
1967
1968
1968
1968
1968

Date

March 30
May 16
June 7
March 1
July 7
October 15
July 23
January 18
February 23
June 20
June 26
October 20
October 28
November 7
February 20
May 25

June 23

June 28

July 23
September 8
February 26
April 10
April 19
June 28

July 20
October 28
January 10
February 6
April 8

April 25
April 25
October 12
November 1
November 30
February 2
November 11
February 3
June 18
January 10
January 21
February 18
March 31
April 2

April 1
September 15
April 14
June 3
September 19
November 12

Texas Association of Legal Professionals

Chapter
Amarillo LSA (NALS of Amarillo)
Bell County LSA
San Antonio LSA
Lubbock LPA
Wichita County LSA
Anderson County LSA
Pampa ALS
Tyler LSA
Alice LSA
Beaumont LSA (Southeast Texas LPA)
Texarkana LSA
Orange County LSA
Austin LSA, Inc.
Port Arthur LSA
Brownwood LSA
Odessa LSA
Bosque-Commanche-Coryell-Hamilton Counties LSA
Athens LSA
Jasper LSA
Midland LSA
Gregg County LSA
Mount Pleasant LSA
Grand Prairie LSA
San Angelo LSA
Galveston LSA
Howard County LSA
Plainview LSA
El Paso County LSA
Taylor County LSA
Kermit LSA
Mitchell-Nolan Counties LSA
Pecos LSA
Scurry County LSA
Ward County LSA
Fort Stockton LSA
Levelland LSA
Longview LSA
Hidalgo County LSA
Harrison County LSA
Brazos County LSA
Panola-Shelby Counties LSA
Calhoun-Victoria Counties LSA
Denton County LSA
Andrews-Gaines Counties LSA
Del Rio LSA
Laredo LSA
Cameron County LSA (Rio Grande Valley LSP)
El Paso County LSA
Nacogdoches County LSA
-22-
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Year
1968
1969

1969
1969

1969
1971
1971
1973
1973
1973
1973
1974
1974
1974
1974
1974
1975
1975
1975
1975
1976
1976
1976
1977
1977

1977
1977
1977
1978
1979
1979
1980
1981
1981
1982
1982
1982

1982
1983
1983

1983
1983
1983
1984

Date
December 19
February 3

April 3
May 24

August 9
March 27
December 20
February 10
March 11
May 16
October 17
January 4
January 4
January 7
April 16
August 13
February 24
March 11
March 19
April 21
April 4
April 17
November 6
January 23
January 23

February 27
February 27
March 20
March 31
March 17
October 8
March 25
September 11
August 15
May 10
June 18
August 25

November 9
May 13
June 16

July 7
August 29
October 6
April 14

Texas Association of Legal Professionals

Chapter

Falls County LSA

Hays-Comal Counties LSA (Comal County LSA by
amendment to Charter in 1977)

Hopkins County LSA

Mesquite LSA (Mesquite-Garland LSA by amendment
to Charter in 1979)

Hunt County LSA

Hardin County LSA

Arlington LSA (Arlington LPA)

Eastland-Stephens Counties LSA

Grayson County LSA

Pasadena LSA

Brownwood LSA

Bryan-College Station LSA

Angelina County LSA

Kerr County LSA

Houston County LSA

Deaf Smith-Castro Counties LSA

Brazoria County LSA

Perryton LSA

Kleberg County LSA

Erath County LSA

Madison County LSA

Hutchinson-Moore Counties LSA

Harlingen LSA

Montgomery County LSA

Camp County LSA (Camp-Morris-Titus-Upshur
Counties LSA by amendment to Charter in 1979)

Baytown LSA

Ellis County LSA

Anderson County LSA (East Texas Area LPA)

Johnson County LSA

Snyder LSA

Victoria-Calhoun-Dewitt Counties LSA

Bandera County LSA

Bastrop County LSA

Hunt County LSA

Collin County LSA

Hidalgo County LSA

Greater Houston LSA (merged with Houston ALS on
June 1, 1998)

Dallam-Hartley-Moore-Sherman Counties LSA

Terry, Gaines, and Yoakum Counties LSA

Matagorda-Wharton Counties LSA (Wharton County
LSA by amendment to Charter)

Bay City LSA

Bexar County LSA

Angelina County LSA

Paris LSA
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Year
1984
1985
1986
1986
1987
1989
1990
1990
1992
2003

Italicized chapters are no longer in existence.

Date Chapter

October 26 Walker County LSA
December 2 Texas City LSA

April 4 Houston County LSA
April 14 Plainview LSA

May 7 Greater Victoria LSA
April 6 North Dallas LSA
June 26 Rusk County LSA
May 22 Greater Dallas LSA
June 4 Mid Cities LSA

May 17 Laredo Legal Professionals Association

(organizational meeting)

At the 2007-08 fiscal year end (April 30, 2008), Texas ALP is home to 17 local chapters with a total membership of 568.

During the 2003-2004 fiscal year, it was determined that the Laredo Legal Professionals Association was unable to become a
chartered member of NALS because of insufficient members accepting the challenge of becoming officers.

TEXAS ALP PRESIDENTS

As diverse as our state, the first ladies of Texas ALP have come from different backgrounds and different cities from across
Texas. Beginning with Catherine Mitchon in 1955, Texas has proven that it is home to strong, independent leaders.

1955-1956
1956-1957
1957-1958
1958-1959
1959-1960
1960-1961
1961-1962
1962-1963
1963-1964
1964-1965
1965-1966
1966-1967
1967-1968
1968-1969
1969-1970
1970-1971
1971-1972
1972-1973
1973-1974
1974-1975
1975-1976
1976-1977
1977-1978
1978-1979
1979-1980
1980-1981
1981-1982

Catherine Mitchon (Nueces County)
Judy Carter (Dallas)

Elena Rapp, PLS (Fort Worth)

Kitty Hawthorne (Waco)

Irene Morton (San Antonio)

Florence Sandy (Houston)

Elizabeth Rast (Waco)

Elaine Talley (Wichita County)
Mildred Gardner (Bell County)

Janette Sydow (Beaumont)

Irene Fox Nilan, PLS (Fort Worth)
Bernice Hightower Smith, PLS (Tyler)
Mildred Barton (Jasper)

Dorothy Cullison (Fort Stockton)
Georgia Sanders (Taylor County)
Dorothy Mangum, PLS (Dallas)
Julianna D. Parr, PLS, CPS (Nueces County)
Kathleen T. Payne (Fort Worth)
Mildred Holeman (Houston)

Melinda Watts (Smith), PLS, CLA (Fort Worth)
Druann Wiley, PLS (Beaumont)
Dorothy Easton (Waco)

Elinor Stoffer, PLS (Port Arthur)

Betty Kirby, PLS, CLA (Tyler)

Pat Kinnison (Midland)

Susan Bierschbach (DeBeau) (El Paso)
Dorothy Cook, PLS (Houston)
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1982-1983

Karol McVay, PLS, CLA (Midland)

Karen A. Perrin, PLS (Dallam-Hartley-Moore-Sherman Counties)

Cindy Curry, PLS, CLAS, Board Certified Legal Assistant—Estate Planning and Probate Law—
Texas Board of Legal Specialization (Rio Grande Valley)

1983-1984 Anne Smith, PLS (Dallas)

1984-1985 Billie J. Ewing, CLA (Orange County)
1985-1986 Beth Walker, PLS, CLA (Amarillo)

1986-1987 Nancy Graham, PLS, CLA (San Antonio)
1987-1988 Rhita Koches, PLS, CLA (Tyler)

1988-1989 Judith S. Smith, PLS, CLA (San Antonio)
1989-1990 Sandra K. Pfluger, CPS, PLS (Nueces County)
1990-1991 Donna Dendy, PLS, CLA (Arlington)
1991-1992 Shirley Kuchar (Smith), PLS (Greater Houston)
1992-1993 Cindy Boulton (McElroy) (Hunt County)
1993-1994 Vickey Lee, PLS (Greater Houston)

1994-1995 Aida Delgado, PLS, CLA (San Antonio)
1995-1996 Amelda Perritt, PLS (Fort Worth)

1996-1997 Joyce E. Look, PLS (Houston)

1997-1998

1998-1999 Rebecca Lu Tanner, PLS, CPS, CLA (San Antonio )
1999-2000 Kathie Jean Keys, PLS (Corpus Christi)
2000-2001 Debbie Wheeler, PLS, CLA, TSC (Amarillo)
2001-2002 Faynell Poe, PLS (EI Paso)

2002-2003 Julie Abernathy, PLS (Austin)

2003-2004

2004-2005 Meri Nelson, PLS (Corpus Christi ALP)
2005-2006 Helene L. Wood, PP, PLS (Houston ALP)
2006-2007 Barbara Sucsy, PP (Lubbock LPA)

2007-2008 Cheryl Moseley, PP, PLS, CLA (Arlington LPA)
2008-2009

Leslie G. Stokes, PP, PLS, CLA, TSC (Ft. Worth LPA)

TEXAS ALP ANNUAL MEETINGS

The Texas ALP Annual Meeting is not only an invitation to make and renew friendships, but a chance to see our great state.
From beaches to desert, to canyons, mountains, and the plains, the Texas ALP Annual Meetings have provided our members

with a kaleidoscope of color and scenery.

1955  Corpus Christi—Organizational Meeting 1973  San Antonio

1956  Fort Worth 1974  Beaumont

1957  Borger (Hutchinson County) 1975  Fort Worth

1958  Waco 1976  Abilene (Taylor County)
1959  Houston 1977  Waco

1960  San Antonio 1978  Midland

1961  Dallas 1979  Dallas

1962  Lubbock 1980  El Paso (El Paso County)
1963  Austin 1981  Houston

1964  Midland 1982  Lubbock

1965  Houston 1983  San Antonio

1966  Fort Worth 1984  Dallas

1967  Corpus Christi (Nueces County) 1985  Beaumont

1968  Waco 1986  Fort Worth

1969  Lubbock 1987  San Antonio

1970  Austin 1988  Houston (Greater Houston)
1971  McAllen (Hidalgo County) 1989  Austin

1972  Dallas 1990 Beaumont
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1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999

El Paso 2000  Lubbock

Lubbock 2001  El Paso (El Paso County)
Corpus Christi 2002  Auwustin

San Antonio 2003  South Padre Island (Houston)
Midland 2004  Corpus Christi

South Padre Island (Cameron County) 2005  Houston

El Paso (El Paso County) 2006  Lubbock

San Antonio 2007  Arlington

Corpus Christi (Nueces County) 2008  Fort Worth

OFFICER OF THE YEAR

From its inception in 1964 until 1991, Texas ALP had a charming custom of recognizing one of its officers as the Texas ALP
Officer of the Year. This officer was selected by a majority vote of the other officers and exemplified true dedication to
Texas ALP. This custom was revived for 2001-02.

1964-65
1965-66
1966-67
1967-68
1968-69
1969-70

1970-71
1971-72
1972-73
1973-74
1974-75
1975-76
1976-77
1977-78
1978-79
1979-80
1980-81
1981-82
1982-83
1983-84
1984-85
1985-86
1986-87
1988-89
1989-90
1990-91

2001-02

2003-04

Irene Fox Nilan, PLS, Fort Worth, First Vice President
Mildred Barton, Jasper, Second Vice President
Georgia Sanders, Taylor County, Corresponding Secretary
Dorothy Mangum, PLS, Dallas, Treasurer
Dorothy Mangum, PLS, Dallas, Second Vice President
Janey Kautz, Austin, TALS Docket Editor, and

Sherrie Kotar, Austin, TALS Public Relations Director
Avonel Coleman, Nueces County, Treasurer
Druann Wiley, PLS, Beaumont, TALS Docket Editor
Dorothy Mangum, PLS, Dallas, National Director
Kay Wright, Tyler, First Vice President
Dorothy Easton, PLS, Waco, Second Vice President
Susan Bierschbach, El Paso County, Treasurer
Martha Marlowe, PLS, Beaumont, Second Vice President
Karol McVay, PLS, CLA, Lubbock, Parliamentarian
Susan Bierschbach, El Paso County, Second Vice President
Mildred Sheffy, PLS, CPS, Deaf Smith-Castro Counties, TALS Docket Editor
Beth Walker, PLS, Amarillo, Treasurer
Anne Smith, PLS, Dallas, Second Vice President
Anne Smith, PLS, Dallas, First Vice President
Rhita Anderson Koches, PLS, CLA, Tyler, Recording Secretary
Carol Wilson, PLS, Greater Houston, TALS Docket Editor
Anne Smith, PLS, Dallas, National Director
Judith S. Smith, PLS, CLA, San Antonio, Treasurer
Beth Walker, PLS, CLA, Amarillo, Parliamentarian
Beth Walker, PLS, CLA, Amarillo, National Director

Sandra K. Pfluger, CPS, PLS, Nueces County, Executive Advisor, and Cindy Boulton,

Hunt County, Second Vice President

Cindy Curry, PLS, CLAS, Board Certified Legal Assistant—Estate Planning and
Probate Law—Texas Board of Legal Specialization, Rio Grande Valley, Vice

President
Faynell Poe, Certified PP, PLS, El Paso County LPA
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LEGAL SECRETARY OF THE YEAR

In 1975 Texas ALP began recognizing one of its members as being the personification of a professional legal secretary. The
following is a list of those members who have qualified as the best of the best—the Texas ALS Legal Secretary of the Year:

1975

1976
1977
1978

1979
1980
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990
1991

1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003

2004
2005
2006
2007

2008

Mildred Sheffy, PLS, CPS (Deaf Smith-Castro
Counties LSA)

Beth Walker, PLS, CLA (Amarillo LSA)
Karol McVay, PLS, CLA (Lubbock LSA)
Bernice Hightower Smith, PLS (Fort Worth
LSA)

Anne Smith, PLS (Dallas ALS)

Margaret Fenlon (Fort Worth LSA)

Iris Bills, CLA (Taylor County LSA)

Ella Mae Marlowe (Tyler LSA)

Joan Gardner (Austin LSA)

(No award given)

Carol Linck, PLS (Dallas ALS)

Donna Dendy, PLS, CLA (Waco LSA)
Loretta Day, PLS (Taylor County LSA)
Sharon Beall, PLS (Longview LSA)

Rhita Koches, PLS, CLA (Tyler LSA)

Myra J. Miles, PLS (Houston ALS)

Jovita Lopez Smith, PLS (Greater Houston
LSA)

Olivia Johnson, PLS, CLA (Waco LSA)
Gina Estrella, PLS (EIl Paso County LSA)
Barbara Sucsy, PLS (Lubbock LSA)

Ruby Higgins, PLS, CLAS (Fort Worth LSA)
Judith Smith, PLS, CLA (San Antonio LSA)
Cindy Curry, PLS, CLA (Cameron County LSA)
Elizabeth G. Wells, PLS (Austin LSA)
Sylvia P. Vela, PLS, TSC (Austin LSA)
Alexis Montgomery, PLS, TSC (Austin LSA)
Reynetta DeVeau, PLS, TSC (Austin LSA)
Kathie Jean Keys, PLS (Corpus Christi ALP)
Barbara Griffin, PLS, TSC (El Paso County
LSA)

Debbie Wheeler, PLS, CLA, TSC (NALS of
Amarillo)

Judy Golden-Bentley, PLS (Austin LSA, Inc.)
Nikkie A. Rice, PP, PLS (El Paso County LSA)
Leslie G. Stokes, PP, PLS, TSC (Fort Worth
ALP)

Patricia T. Heaney, PLS (Austin LSA, Inc.)
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NATIONAL SERVICE

From leading the national association to serving on a task force, the members of Texas ALP have always been involved with
NALS. Texas has been the proud home of six NALS presidents:

1958-1960
1964-1966
1974-1976
1987-1989
1992-1993
1996-1997

Clara Lagow, Fort Worth LSA

Kitty Hawthorne, Waco LSA

Barbara (Bumstead) Graham, PLS, J.D., Houston ALS
Barbara Akins, PLS, Dallas ALS

Sandra Yost, PLS

Donna K. Dendy, PLS, CLA, Waco LSA

And countless others serving in various capacities.

1952-1953
1953-1955
1954-1955
1956-1959
1957-1958
1958-1959
1958-1974
1958-1966
1959-1960
1959-1963
1963-1965
1965-1966
1967-1970
1973-1983

1973-1977
1974-1978

1977-1988

1977-1983

1978-1983

1980-1981
1980-1987

1985-1989

1986-1990

1986-1990

1986-1988

Catherine Winikates, Dallas: Regional Director of South-Central Area. (This office was
changed to National Director after the formation of the State Association.)

Connie Parmelee, Dallas: Second and First Vice Presidents.

Florence Sandy, Houston: Finance Chairman.

Betty Cecil, Fort Worth: NALS Docket Editor.

Irene Moorton. San Antonio: Corresponding Secretary.

Jess Lee Tucker, Fort Worth: Legal Education Chairman.

Beatrice Follis, Houston: Executive Secretary of NALS six years, Scholarship Chairman one
year, Co-Chairman NALS 1974 Convention.

Mary Blackburn, Fort Worth: Parliamentarian and Executive Advisor.

Lillian Dickey, Fort Worth: Corresponding Secretary.

Pat Howell, Houston: NALS Docket Editor.

Elaine Talley, Wichita Falls: Nominations and Elections Chairman, Fourth Vice President,
Workshop Chairman for 1976 TALS Convention.

Janette Sydow, Beaumont: Nominations and Elections Chairman.

Irene Fox Nilan, PLS, Fort Worth: National PLS Chairman.

Druann Wiley, PLS, Beaumont: National Legal Secretary of the Year Chairman,
Parliamentarian, Bylaws Committee Chairman, State Handbook Chairman.

Gay Hill, Dallas: PLS Certifying Board.

Mildred Holeman, Houston: Corresponding Secretary, 1974 NALS Convention Chairman,
Chairman of ART Committee (Association Revision Team).

Karol McVay, PLS, CLA, Odessa: PLS Certifying Board, Revision Analysis Section, PLS
Certifying Board Chairman, Parliamentarian.

Gerry Malone, PLS, CLA, Dallas: Chairman, first Continuing Education Council, Editorial
Committee on The Career Legal Secretary and The Career Legal Secretary, Advanced Edition;
PLS Certifying Board.

Martha Marlowe, PLS, Beaumont: NALS Official Course Chairman, Association of Legal
Students Chairman.

Dorothy Easton, PLS, Waco: Resolutions Chairman.

Barbara Smith-Akins, PLS, Dallas: Recording Secretary, Fourth and Third Vice Presidents,
President, Parliamentarian; Chairman Ethics Committee and Strategic Planning Committee.
Elsbeth Baskette, PLS, Houston: Served on NALS Manual Committee three years, Chairman of
NALS Manual Committee one year.

Beth Walker, PLS, CLA, Amarillo: Member of NALS Specialty Education Section Committee,
served on PLS Certifying Board, Chairman PLS Certifying Board one year, Parliamentarian,
National Director.

Aida Delgado, PLS, CLA, San Antonio: Member of NALS Continuing Education Council,
Member of Legal Assistants Task Force.

Karol McVay, PLS, CLA, Lubbock: NALS Parliamentarian, served on PLS Certifying Board,
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1987-1992

1989-1991
1989-1991
1989-1991
1989-1992

1990-1992

1990-1991
1990-1992

1990-1996
1990-1992
1991-1992
1991-1993
1991-1992
1991-1993
1991-1993
1992-1996
1992-1995
1994-1996
1994-1996
1994-1996
1994-1996
1994-1996

1994-1995
1995-1996

1996-1997

1997-1998

Chairman of PLS Certifying Board one year.

Carol W. Wilson, PLS, CLA, Greater Houston: Chairman, NALS Official Course and
Coordinator for Publications Guidelines Task Force, Corresponding Secretary, Member
Advanced Certification Special Projects Committee.

Sandra L.Yost, PLS, North Dallas: First Vice President and President-Elect.

David A. DeFranco, PLS, Greater Houston: Chairman, Manual Committee.

Sue Latimer, Houston: Co-Chairman NALS Manual Committee.

Dorothy Mangum, PLS, Dallas: Member of NALS 20/20 Patrons Task Force, Chairman of
20/20 Patrons Trust Fund, Member Editorial Board.

Barbara Akins, PLS, North Dallas: Member of Past Presidents Committee; member Legal
Secretarial Certifying Board; coordinator of Law Related Associations.

Edna Black, PLS, CLA, Greater Houston: Member of Non-Dues Income Task Force.

Olivia Johnson, PLS, CLA: Member of Continuing Education Council; Member Special Project
Committee ALS.

Donna K. Dendy, PLS, CLA, Arlington, Midland, Waco: Member of PLS Special Projects
Committee; Chairman ALS Special Projects Committee; Treasurer, Corporate Secretary, Third
Vice President, Second Vice President, Vice President, and President-Elect.

Myra J. Miles, PLS, Houston: Member of the Manual Committee.

Rhita Koches, PLS, CLA, Tyler: Leadership Team member.

Judith Smith, PLS, CLA, San Antonio: Leadership Team member; Chairman Bylaws &
Resolutions, member Group 4 Leadership Task Force.

Beth Walker, PLS, CLA, Amarillo: Leadership Team member.

Elsbeth Baskette, PLS, Houston: Editor Specialty Text Development Group.

Aida Delgado, PLS, CLA, San Antonio: Member of the Manual Committee.

Barbara Akins, PLS, North Dallas: Chairman of NALS Legal Secretary Certifying Board; ACE
Task Force Chairman.

Dorothy Mangum, PLS, Dallas: NALS Recertification, Chairman Editorial Board; The Docket
Editorial Board Member.

Vickey Lee, PLS, Greater Houston: Chairman of NALS Leadership/Networking Task Force;
Recertification ALS Task Force Chairman.

Amelda Perritt, PLS, Fort Worth: Business/Corporate Section Chairman of NALS Education
Committee, Assistant to Technology Editor of the Council on Education.

Sandra K. Pfluger, CPS, PLS, Nueces County: NALS Administrator Training Task Force.
Judith Smith, PLS, CLA, San Antonio: Instructor, NALS Certified PLS Education Task Force.
Beth Walker, PLS, CLA, Amarillo: Instructor, NALS Certified PLS Education Task Force.
Carol Wilson, PLS, CLA, Greater Houston: Bylaws/Resolutions Committee Member.
Barbara Akins, PLS, North Dallas, ACE Task Force Chairman.

David DeFranco, PLS, Greater Houston: Editorial Board Member.

Elsbeth Baskette, PLS, Houston: Specialty Text Editor of Manual Development Board.
Amelda Perritt, PLS, Fort Worth, Assistant to the Technology Editor of the Council on
Education.

Sandra K. Pfluger, CPS, PLS, Nueces County, Administrator Training Task Force Chairman.
Faynell Poe, PLS, El Paso County, Speaker's Bureau Task Force.

Judith Smith, PLS, CLA, San Antonio, PLSEI Instructor.

Beth Walker, PLS, CLA, Amarillo, PLSEI Instructor.

Barbara Akins, PLS, North Dallas, ACE Task Force.

Donna K. Dendy, PLS, CLA, Waco, NALS President.

David DeFranco, PLS, Greater Houston, member of the Editorial Board.

Amelda Perritt, PLS, Fort Worth, Education Council, Annual Meeting Coordinator.

Sandra K. Pfluger, CPS, PLS, Nueces County, PLSEI Task Force Chairman.

Judith Smith, PLS, CLA, San Antonio, Chairman, Nominations and Elections.

Beth Walker, PLS, CLA, Amarillo, Chairman Marketing Council, member Budget and Finance
Committee.

Donna K. Dendy, PLS, CLA, Waco, Certification Committee.
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Judy Golden-Bentley, PLS, Austin, Member of the Technology Committee.
Joyce E. Look, PLS, Houston, Region 6 Director.
Faynell Poe, PLS, El Paso County, Marketing Task Force.
Judith Smith, PLS, CLA, San Antonio, PLSEI.
Beth Walker, PLS, CLA, Amarillo, PLSEI.

1999-2000 Donna K. Dendy, PLS, CLA, Waco
Judy Golden-Bentley, PLS, Austin, Member—Technology Committee
Kathie Jean Keys, PLS, Corpus Christi, Member—Professional Developments and NALS.org
Task Force
Sheila Morrison, PLS, Houston
Faynell Poe, PLS, El Paso County
Dianna Roberts, PLS, Wichita County
Judith Smith, PLS, San Antonio, NEI Instructor
Beth Walker, PLS, Amarillo, NEI Instructor
Debbie Wheeler, PLS, CLA, TSC, Amarillo
Betty Wells, PLS, Austin, Member—Technology Committee.

2000-2001 Barbara Akins, PLS, Member at Large, Member—NEI
Stephanie Burns, PLS, Houston, Member—Continuing Education Council
Kim Culpepper, PLS, TSC, Dallas, Member—Education Committee
Joanne Davis, PLS, Waco, Member—Marketing Committee
Donna K. Dendy, PLS, CLA, Waco, Institute for Certification and Accredition
Reynetta DeVeau, PLS, TSC, Austin, Member—Membership Committee
Judy Golden-Bentley, PLS, Austin, Member—Technology Committee
Darlene Hunt, PLS, Houston, Member—Professional Development Task Force
Kathie Jean Keys, PLS, Corpus Christi, Member—Professional Development Task Force
Myra J. Miles, PLS, Member—NEI
Shelia Morrison, PLS, Houston, Membership Committee
Faynell Poe, PLS, El Paso County, faxED Task Force
Dianna Roberts, PLS, Wichita County, Continuing Education Council
Judith Smith, PLS, CLA, San Antonio, NEI Instructor
Beth Walker, PLS, CLA, Amarillo, NEI Instructor
Elizabeth G. Wells, PLS, Austin, Member—@Law Committee
Debbie Wheeler, PLS, CLA, NALS of Amarillo, Member—Professional Development Task
Force

2001-2002 Kim Culpepper, PLS, TSC, Dallas, Member—Certifying Board Task Force and Member—
Education Committee
Donna K. Dendy, PLS, CLA, Waco, Cochair—Certifying Board Committee
Darlene Hunt, PLS, Houston, Member—Textbook Committee
Kathie Jean Keys, PLS, Corpus Christi, Member—@Law Committee
Myra J. Miles, PLS, Houston, Member—NEI
Dianna Roberts, PLS, TSC, Wichita County, Member—Education Committee
Beth Walker, PLS, CLA, Amarillo, NEI Instructor and Member—Education Committee Task
Force
Elizabeth G. Wells, PLS, Austin, Member—@Law Committee
Helene L. Wood, PLS, Houston, Member—Certifying Board (2002-2005)

2002-2003 Rita C. Alesi, PLS, CLA, TSC, Houston, Member—Certification Regulation Task Force
Kathleen W. Blackmon, PLS, Houston, Professional Development Tech Liaison
Char Blair, Houston, Member—Marketing Committee
Cindy Curry, PLS, CLAS, Board Certified Legal Assistant—Estate Planning and Probate Law—
Texas Board of Legal Specialization, Rio Grande Valley, Web Team
Reynetta DeVeau, PLS, TSC, Austin, Member—Marketing Committee
Consuelo A. Dominguez, El Paso County, Member—Education Task Force
Debbi K. Foeh, PLS, TSC, Corpus Christi, Certifying Board Communications Task Force
Darlene Hunt, PLS, Houston, Member—Education Committee
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Kathie Jean Keys, PLS, Corpus Christi, @Law Proofreader
Alexis Montgomery, PLS, TSC, Austin, Member—@Law Committee
Faynell Poe, PLS, El Paso County, Member—Marketing Committee
Nikkie A. Rice, El Paso County, Member—Marketing Committee
Dianna Roberts, PLS, TSC, Wichita County, Member—Education Committee
Gina Shannon, TSC, Houston, Member—Membership Committee
Elizabeth G. Wells, PLS, Austin, Editorial Chair—@Law Committee
Helene L. Wood, PLS, Houston, Member—Certifying Board (2002-2005)
2003-2004 Julie A. Abernathy, PLS, Austin, Member—Membership Committee
Char Blair, Houston, Member—Marketing Committee
Cindy Curry, PLS, CLAS, Board Certified Legal Assistant—Estate Planning and Probate
Law—Texas Board of Legal Specialization, Rio Grande Valley, Web Team
Donna K. Dendy, PLS, CLA, Waco, Member—Certification Special Projects Task Force
Reynetta DeVeau, PLS, TSC, Austin, Chair—Marketing Committee
Consuelo A. Dominguez, El Paso County, Vice Chair—Education Committee
Debbi Foeh, PLS, TSC, Corpus Christi, Member—Communications Task Force
Kathie Jean Keys, PLS, Corpus Christi, Member—@Law Committee
Terry McGrew, PLS, Lubbock, Member—Certifying Board
Alexis Montgomery, PLS, TSC, Austin, Member—Marketing Committee
Faynell Poe, PLS, El Paso County, Editorial Chair—@Law Committee
Nikkie A. Rice, El Paso County, Member—Certification/Regulation Research Committee
and Education Committee
Dianna C. Roberts, PLS, TSC, Wichita County, Member—Education Committee
Judith Smith, PLS, CLA, San Antonio, NEI Faculty
Elizabeth G. Wells, PLS, Austin, NALS Foundation Trustee
Helene L. Wood, PLS, Houston, Member—Certifying Board
2004-2005 Julie A. Abernathy, PP, PLS, Austin — Region 6 Director; Member - Strategic Planning &
Governance Committee
Char Blair, TSC, Houston, Member — Education Committee
Reynetta DeVeau, PP, PLS, TSC, Austin, Chair — Marketing Committee
Donna K. Dendy, PP, PLS, CLA, Waco, Member — Certifying Board Paralegal Exam Task
Force, Seminar Solutions Subcommittee of the Education Committee
Kathie Jean Keys, PLS, Corpus Christi, Member — @Law Committee.
Terry McGrew, PP, PLS, Lubbock, Member — Seminar Solutions Subcommittee
Myra J. Miles, PLS, Houston, Member — @Law Committee
Alexis Montgomery, PP, PLS, TSC, Austin, Member — @Law Committee
Patricia H. Phelps, PLS, Houston, Member — Marketing Committee
Faynell Poe, PLS, El Paso County, Editorial Chair—@Law Committee
Nikkie A. Rice, PLS, El Paso County, Member — Certification/ Regulation Research Committee
Beth Walker, PLS, CLA, NALS of Amarillo, Member — the Seminar Solutions Subcommittee
Elizabeth G. Wells, PP, PLS, Austin, Member — NALS Foundation Trustee
Cheryl A. Wenzel, PLS, San Antonio, Member — Marketing Committee
Helene L. Wood, Houston, Member — Certifying Board
Juanita Woodfox, CPS, PLS, Houston, Member — Professional Development Committee
2005-2006 Julie A. Abernathy, Austin LSA, NALS Region 6 Director and member of the Executive
Committee and the Strategic Planning Committee
Rita C. Alesi, PP, PLS, TSC, Houston ALP—Text Development Committee
Donna K. Dendy, PP, PLS, CLA, Waco LPA, Education Seminars Subcommittee of the
Education Committee
Reynetta DeVeau, PP, PLS, TSC, Austin LSA, Membership Functional Director and member of
the Strategic Planning Committee
Tina D. Hurley, PLS, Dallas ALS, Membership Committee
Barbara Griffin, PLS, CLA, TSC, El Paso County LSA, Text Development Committee
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Janice M. Ireland, Wichita County LSA, Education Seminars Subcommittee of the Education

Committee

Kathie Jean Keys, Corpus Christi ALP, @Law Editorial Board

Jorie Licking, PP, PLS, El Paso County LSA, Regulation/Certification Committee

Myra J. Miles, PLS, Houston ALP, @Law Editorial Board

Alexis Montgomery, PP, PLS, TSC, Austin LSA, Membership Committee

Meri Nelson, Austin LSA, @Law Editorial Board

Jeri Pearson, PP, PLS, CPS, Greater Dallas ALP, Education Seminars Subcommittee of the

Education Committee

Faynell Poe, PLS, El Paso County LSA, @Law Editorial Board Chair

Patricia H. Phelps, PLS, Houston ALP, Marketing Committee

Nikkie A. Rice, PLS, El Paso County LSA, Regulation/Certification Committee CoChair

Leslie G. Stokes, PP, PLS, TSC, Fort Worth ALP, Marketing Committee

Beth Walker, PLS, NALS of Amarillo, Education Seminars Subcommittee of the Education

Committee

Elizabeth G. Wells, PP, PLS, Austin LSA, NALS Foundation Chair and Trustee

Cheryl A. Wenzel, PP, PLS, San Antonio LSA, Education Seminars Subcommittee of the

Education Committee

Helene L. Wood, PLS, Houston, Member — Certifying Board Vice Chair

Juanita Woodfox, PLS, CPS, Houston ALP, Professional Development Committee
2006-2007 Julie Abernathy, PP, PLS, Austin LSA, NALS Membership Director

Rita C. Alesi, PP, PLS, TSC, Houston ALP, Proofreader, Certifying Board

Jessica Baber, Corpus Christi ALP, Text Development Committee

Donna K. Dendy, PP, PLS, CLA, Waco LPA, Education Seminars Subcommittee

Terry Houston, PP, Member-at-Large, Education Products Subcommittee

Tina Hurley, PP, PLS, Dallas ALS, NALS Foundation

Fay Jordan, PP, PLS, TSC, Austin LSA, Membership Committee

Jorie Licking, PP, PLS, El Paso County LPA, Regulation/Certification Committee

Myra J. Miles, PLS, Houston ALP, @Law Proofreader

Jerri Pearson, PP, PLS, Greater Dallas, Education Seminars Committee

Faynell Poe, PLS, El Paso County LPA, Marketing Committee

Nikkie Rice, PLS, Member-at-Large, Co-Chair, Regulation/Certification Committee,

Elizabeth G. Wells, PP, PLS, TSC-RE, Austin LSA, NALS Foundation Trustee

Helene L. Wood, PLS, Houston ALP, Chair, Certifying Board
2007-2008 Julie A. Abernathy, PP, PLS, NALS Secretary-Treasurer and Strategic Planning & Governance

Committee

Rita C. Alesi, PP, PLS, TSC, Proofreader, Certifying Board

Susan D. Austin, PLS, Text Development Committee

Jessica Baber, Text Development Committee

Deidra Daniels, PP, PLS, Strategic Planning Task Force

Donna K. Dendy, PP, PLS, CLA, Education Seminars Subcommittee

Tina Hurley, PLS, NALS Foundation Trustee

Fay Jordan, PP, PLS, TSC, Membership Committee

Terry Houston, PP, Education Products Subcommittee

Pam Jones, Education Seminars Subcommittee

Jorie Licking, PP, PLS, Text Development Committee

Jerri Pearson, PP, PLS, Education Seminars Subcommittee

Faynell Poe, PP, PLS, NALS Foundation Trustee

Elizabeth G. Wells, PP, PLS, TSC-RE, Membership Committee

Helene L. Wood, PP, PLS, NALS Certification Director, Certifying Board NALS Board Liaison.

Strategic Planning & Governance Committee, and Text Development Committee

Texas Association of Legal Professionals -32- May 2007



TEXAS ALP MEMBERS WINNING
NALS LEGAL SECRETARY OF THE YEAR
OR AWARD OF EXCELLENCE

Before changing the designation to “Award of Excellence,” NALS recognized its outstanding member of the year
with the title of “Legal Secretary of the Year.” Texas is home to six members who have received such national
distinction:

NALS Legal Secretary of the Year

1958 Elena Rapp, PLS (Fort Worth)

1959 Elizabeth Rast (Waco)

1969 Julianna D. Parr, PLS, CPS (Nueces County)
1972 Clara Lagow, PLS (Fort Worth)

1980 Druann Wiley, PLS (Beaumont)

NALS Award of Excellence

2002 Helene L. Wood, PLS (Houston)
2003 Betty Wells, PLS (Austin LSA)

HONORARY MEMBERS

The poem reads, “make new friends, but keep the old, one is silver and the other is gold.” Over the years, Texas ALP has
grown and prospered. We couldn’t have done it without our “golden” friends, and what better way to recognize these friends
than to bestow upon them Honorary Membership in Texas ALP:

1971 William E. Brown, Legal Directories Publishing Company, Inc.
1984 Les South, Hicks Printing Company

1996 Ted D. Lee, Gunn, Lee & Keeling (San Antonio)

1997 Lorraine Brown, Legal Directories Publishing Company, Inc.
2003 Larry Phelps (Houston)

CERTIFICATION

We are an education-based professional association. Our members have worked to achieve a standard of professionalism
that is recognized throughout the legal community. Just three short years after the formation of Texas ALP, our own Clara
Lagow was instrumental in establishing the Certified Professional Legal Secretary examination. Now, 50 years later, Texas
can boast of being home to the largest number of certified professionals in the nation with 57 PPs, 1003 PLSs, 479 ALSs,
and 115 TSCs.

NALS—
PLS ... the advanced certification for legal professionals

NALS instituted its PLS program in 1957, believing that the work of a legal secretary to be professional in nature. However,
in order to attain the status of “Professional,” one must be able to perform all of the duties which may be encountered in any
law office. Clara Lagow of Fort Worth was appointed chair of a committee to prepare an appropriate examination and to
prescribe the method of administering it. Such committee was composed of two educators, two attorneys, and two legal
secretaries (Clara Lagow and Elena Rapp), all of Fort Worth, Texas.

The examination was prepared, and in 1958 it was approved by the National Association of Legal Secretaries (International).
A Board of Certifying Professional Legal Secretaries was founded with Clara Lagow as Chair.
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The first examination was given in April 1960. Since that time, many people from Texas have faced the challenge and
passed, entitling them to place the coveted “PLS” after their signatures.

In 1970 Texas ALP published the PLS Cram Test (now known as the Certification Mock Exam), which is periodically
reviewed and revised by Texas ALP members who have successfully passed the PLS examination. This test is very
comprehensive and of great assistance to members desiring to study for the PLS examination, as well as increase their
knowledge of the legal secretarial profession.

NALS—
ALS . . . the basic certification for legal professionals

In 1992 NALS offered the ALS exam primarily for secretaries with less than one year of legal experience. Many members
have taken the ALS exam as a preparatory exam to taking the PLS exam. Texas ALP was a leader in publishing one of the
first ALS mock exams in the nation in 1994.

In 1999 NALS once again listened to its members and addressed their concerns surrounding both the PLS and the ALS
programs. The PLS exam was revised and is now a one-day, four-part exam consisting of: Written Communications, Office
Procedures and Technology, Ethics and Judgment, and Legal Knowledge and Skills. The ALS exam was revised and is now
a half-day, three-part exam consisting of: Written Communications, Office Procedures and Legal Knowledge, and Ethics,
Human Relations, and Judgment.

NALS—
PROFESSIONAL PARALEGAL (PP)

In March 2003, NALS announced a new certification—Certified Paralegal Professional (CPP). Later in 2003, NALS
changed the certification to Professional Paralegal (PP) as a result of another association using the CPP designation.

The inaugural testing took place in March 2004. The test was administered at the 2004 Professional Development and
Education Conference in Tulsa, Oklahoma. The inaugural testing was given to qualifying PLSs. Candidates who have not
received PLS certification will be able to sit for the exam later in 2004.

PP certification was received by 111 qualified PLSs after successful completion of a three-hour exam on substantive law.
Other candidates wishing to take the exam will receive PP certification after successful completion of a four-part, all-day
exam, which will include written communications, legal knowledge and skills, ethics and judgment skills, and substantive
law.

Qualifications to sit for the exam are five years of legal experience (a candidate may receive a partial waiver of one year if he
or she has a post-secondary degree, other certification, or a paralegal certification; a candidate with a paralegal degree may
receive a two-year partial waiver).

The PP certification will be valid for five years. Recertification will require 75 hours of CLE. Recertification is mandatoryto
remain certified as a PP. A PLS who successfully completes the PP exam and wishes to list both certifications should note
the certification as PLS, PP.

TEXAS INSTITUTE FOR SPECIALTY CERTIFICATION—
SPECIALTY CERTIFICATION

Texas ALP seems to be always on a quest for a new, bigger, and better dream. In November 1997, another Texas ALP
dream became reality. After two years and many hours of hard work and determination, the first Specialty Certification exam
was given in civil litigation. The exam offers a specialty certification examination for legal support staff based on Texas law
in the area of civil litigation. As of the 2004 Annual Meeting, there were 91_members and nonmembers who had attained
specialty certification in Texas civil litigation. Additionally, the Institute developed a mock exam for use as a study tool for
the civil litigation exam. The Institute is currently working on a specialty certification exam in Texas real estate law.
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CERTIFIED PLSs OF TEXAS (As of April 30, 2008)
(List includes members, former members, nonmembers, and those who may have passed away)

Abernathy, Julie A. (1994)
Adams, Cathy Gibson (1988)
Adams, Gaylene (1989)
Adams, Jane S. (1970)
Adams, Stacy D., ALS (1995)
Akins, Barbara (1979)

Alba, Theresa Ann (1996)
Aldridge, Rita C. (1992)
Alexander, Bette (1988)
Allen, Antoinette B. (1974)
Allen, Cheryl D. (1997)
Allen, Rhonda L., ALS (1997)
Anderson, Rhita (1984)
Andrews, Cynthia J. (1989)
Apolant, Roberta (1993)
Aquirre, Alice (2001)
Arnette, Diane K. (1990)
Arway, Sharon Z. (1990)
Ashe, Stephanie (2007)
Atwell, Betty S. (1989)
Austin, Judith M. (1991)
Autry, Christina M. (1990)
Baisel, Debra C. (1990)
Baker, Charlotte, ALS (2002)
Baker, Dawnna J. (2000)
Baker, Roberta E. (1990)
Banks, Ginger (1982)

Barber, Barbara Ann Lambert (1995)
Barberena, Linda (1979)
Barbossa, Pamela E. (1995)
Barger, Cindy J. (2004)
Barker, Gertrud W. (1980)
Barnette, Maxine (1983)
Barrett, Cynthia M. (1991)
Baskin, Mattie L. (1978)
Bass, Lee M. (1993)

Bass, Virginia G. (1990)
Bates, Malda L. (1995)
Bates, Reba J. (1973)
Bauman, Glenda R. (1994)
Beale, Sharon F. (1983)
Beavers, Jacqueline J. (1994)
Beck, Karen (1994)

Becktell, Kathy H. (2004)
Beem-Burns, Linda (1986)
Bell, Janice (2005)

Belton, Jeri Gail (1977)
Bennett-Crittell, Cynde (2005)
Bentz, Jacqueline (1994)
Berdine, Kathryn S. (1992)
Berger, Joan Elizabeth (1981)
Bergeron, Debra (2006)
Berry, Ashley (1994)

Berry, Laura Allene (1975)
Berthelot, Eleanor (1982)
Bescos, Joni (1988)
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Best, Dawn S. (1994)

Betts, Susanna M. (1992)
Bickle, Bobbie (1993)

Biggar, McRae M. (1995)
Binion, Linda (1983)

Bishop, Deborah (2006)
Binkowski, Martha E. (1991)
Birge, Glenna (1995)

Birkby, Jacqueline Sue (1986)
Bishop, Blinda (1988)

Bishop-Brown, Susan A. (2003)

Black, Edna (1985)

Black, Jeanne (1992)

Black, Sherry L. (2004)
Blackburn, Jimma M. (1995)

Blackmon, Kathleen W. (1998)

Blair, Dawne D. (2003)
Blankenship, Diane (1988)
Bliss, Kim (1985)

Bloss, Judith A. (1983)
Boland, Bridget A. (1990)

Bongiorno, Blanche M. (1991)

Bonine, Brenda L. (1990)
Booker, Paula (1991)
Bosworth, Verna (1991)
Boward, Virginia E. (1979)
Bowen, Joan S. (1977)
Bowen, Valerie (2005)
Bradley, Karen A. (1987)
Braham, Elia A. (1995)
Brantley, Laurie M. (1987)
Brewer, Neta (1989)
Briggs, Terri M. (2000)
Britton, Debra J. (1996)
Brock, Vanessa M. (1992)
Brockette, Sarah J. (1981)
Broussard, Mary (1990)
Brown, Barbara J. (1986)
Brown, Catherine (1990)
Brown, Claudia (1988)
Brown, Deborah L. (1983)
Brown, Janet (2005)
Brown, Julia Ann (1990)
Browning, Stephanie (1990)
Broyles, Betty L. (1994)
Bruce, Charla J. (1989)
Bruce, LaDonna J. (1999)
Bruehler, Carol Sue (1983)
Brummett, Sylvia M. (1987)
Bryant, Kathryn (1980)
Bullock, Sarah M. (1999)
Bunker, Leigh (2007)
Burdett, Beverly G. (1991)
Burgess, Linda (1991)
Burgess, Virginia K. (1992)
Burke, Louise A. (1987)
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Burns, Charlotte (1986)
Burns, Stephanie S. (1995)
Busby, Ella Jane (1994)
Butterfield, Sharyn Y. (1994)
Byers, Ann S. (1990)
Byrd, Judith E. (1992)
Cafero, Christine (1995)
Campbell, Luanne C. (1992)
Cates, Patricia (2005)
Cannon, Ruth A. (1994)
Cantrell, Shirley A. (1979)
Carrigan, Mary F. (1997)
Carswell, Joy A. (1991)
Carter, Holly J. (1994)
Carter, Sara E. (1974)
Carver, Betty A. (1991)
Casall, Priscilla M. (1995)
Castillo, Marina F. (1994)
Cavazos, Aurora R. (1981)
Cavazos, Marian (2005)
Chaison, Linda D. (1979)
Chambers, Jeauquitte, ALS (1994)
Chambers, Penny L., ALS (1994)
Chambers, Rosemary Walton (1993)
Chasteen, Carla K. (1986)
Chavez, Bonnie (1993)
Chenoweth, Leslie J. (1995)
Cheshier, Ginger (1963)
Chrisco, Holly L. (1994)
Chriss, Joyce L. (1986)
Churchwell, Candyss, ALS (1999)
Churchwell, Wanda C. (1985)
Ciavarella, Mary-Fran (1987)
Cimino, Brenda Kay (1992)
Cisneros-De Chairez, Roseanne
(1999)
Ckrzanowski, Janice M. (1984)
Clark, Cynthia J. (1994)
Clark, Deborah L. (1986)
Clarke, Tressa B. (1998)
Clavenna, Kathleen E. (1991)
Clayton, Mary L. (1993)
Clayton, Ruby T. (1980)
Clendenning, Joan (2001)
Clinton, Barbara Ann (1981)
Coats, Christina (2006)
Cobb, Deborah (2005)
Cobden, Janis Laine (1991)
Cockrell, Wanda (2001)
Cole, Cathryn B. (1990)
Coleman, Sharon Catlin (1986)
Collins, Patricia (1984)
Collins, Rhonda (1994)
Combs, Cheryl (1995)
Commons, Marilyn A. (1985)
Conlee, Jo Ann (2005)
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Conrad, Deboran Marcee (1989)
Conrey, Patricia L. (1981)
Contreras, Reba S. (1984)
Cook, Dorothy (1979)
Cook, Mary Alice (2007)
Cooley, Jill E. (2000)
Cooper, Linda (1982)
Copp, Melissa (2008)
Corbett, Priscilla (1990)
Corley, Donna G. (1996)
Corson, Debbie A. (1997)
Cowart, Bobby T. (1976)
Cowles, Laurie (1989)

Cox, Rita (1979)

Craiker, Joanne (1993)
Cranford, Joyce (1990)
Creed, Mary Najera (1993)
Crocker, Kristy R., CLA (2001)
Crockett, Melissa (2005)
Crossland, Lynda (1987)
Crow, Terri H. (1989)
Crum, René Guidry (1992)
Crumpler, Cindy Lu Corgey (1992)
Culpepper, Kimberly (1985)
Curran, Debra C. (1997)
Currey, Patricia (2001)
Curry, Cindy (1994)

Curry, Gay Ellen (1972)
Curzadd, Teresa (2005)

Dal Lago, Janet S. (1990)
Daniels, Deidra (1994)
Dankworth, Jube (1988)
Darby, Barbara S. (1989)
Darnaby, Marcia L. (1991)
Davis, Frieda (1988)

Davis, Kathy (1997)

Davis, Penelope (1988)
Davis, Shirley (1985)

Davis, Viola E. (1991)

Day, Loretta (1986)

Day, Sandra (1972)

De Cowsky, Paulette (1990)
De Franco, David A. (1986)
DeChiara, Rosa D. (1995)
Dees, Cynthia (1992)
Delanoix, Norine (1988)
Delgado, Aida G. (1984)
Delgado, Cynthia T. (2004)
Delgado, Sylvia T. (1998)
Delphenis, Jeanne M. (1988)
Dendy, Donna K. (1985)
Denio, Tammy K. (1991)
Denker, Peggy (1990)
DeRemer, Brenda (1986)
Despault, Carla D. (2004)
DeVeau, Reynetta (1999)
Dickens, Jennifer (2006)
Dietert, Lisa (1993)

Dillon, Candice L. (1997)
DiMatteo, Theresa (2005)
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