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President’s Message 
 

Hello All… We have finally made it 

through the unpredictable 2020 and 

jumped into 2021.  My hope is you 

and your family stayed well and 

found new ways to make the new 

“normal” work.  The pandemic has 

hit close to home for me with several 

extended family testing positive and 

recovered as well as a long-time 

friend being positive with double-

pneumonia and losing her father to 

COVID-19.  As we continue in the 

pandemic, my hope is we find a way to stay connected with each other and support 

those in need. 

 

We are halfway through this year in the TALP world with two virtual conferences 

behind us.  Thanks to everyone who joined us for the Fall Board Meeting and 

Education Conference, hosted by El Paso LPA.  The members of El Paso LPA did 

a great job thinking outside the box and agreeing to convert to a virtual conference.  

The speakers were fantastic and provided very important information.  It was great 

to “see” so many faces.  Make plans now to join us on Saturday, 

February 20, 2021, for a half-day CLE webinar…stay tuned for more details. 

 

As of this writing, the 2021 Annual Meeting and Education Conference will still be 

held in-person in Lubbock.  Lubbock LPA will continue to monitor the situation, 

city and state guidelines, and be ready to pivot to a virtual conference if necessary.  

Hopefully, we will not have to do that, but the safety of our members is most 

important. 

 

I would encourage you to reach out to members outside your chapter to check-in 

and see how they are doing.  Emails are great, but I am sure a nice card would also 

be appreciated. 

 

As always, if you ever have any questions or need to chat, feel free to contact me 

or any other Executive Committee member…we are here to help. 

 

Happy New Year and may you continue to “Light the Way with Texas ALP.” 
 

Tina 
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Houston ALP received its charter on January 25, 1956. 

 
Lubbock LPA received its charter on March 1, 1958. 

 
NALS of Amarillo received its charter on March 30, 1957. 

 
 

Webmaster 
 

When was the last time you looked through the Texas ALP 
website? Did you know it is packed full of a LOT of good 

things, including leadership development articles? It is 
YOUR website, and it is always in need of new ideas, 

changes, and fun things. 
 

If you see anything that needs to be added, changed, or even 
deleted, please contact the webmaster, Julie Abernathy, at 

julie.abernathy@sbcglobal.net  

 

 
 

  texasalp.org 
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TALP HUGS 

 
AND NOW IT’S 2021 

 

As we enter a new year, I am sure most of us are looking forward to returning to “normal.” But I 

would like to challenge you to look back over this most difficult year of 2020 and see how you 

have grown through your limitations and struggles. You, your friends, and your loved ones may 

have suffered illness, death, financial difficulties, and mental and emotional stress. You may have 

often felt overwhelmed by the twists and turns that your life has taken as a result of COVID-19. 

 

Rather than being trapped by these feelings, hopefully you can shift your perspective from a 

negative viewpoint and begin to focus on positive effects such as:  

 

• leaning on others (even if through Zoom or other virtual means) for support and comfort;  

• appreciating the beauty of life itself;  

• drawing closer to family and loved ones;  

• acknowledging those who have continued doing their essential jobs in ways that may be 

harmful to them; and 

• realizing the unexpected ways in which our needs have been met. 

 

As we move forward, let us cherish our days and not just wish for better ones. Let us find our 

blessings and opportunities in the midst of our storms. Let us focus on our blessings and seek out 

the good as we walk through the bad. Let us live our lives in the fullness of joy. 

 

I have a sign in my home office which I bought after my husband passed away thirteen years ago. 

It reads:  Life isn’t about waiting for the storm to pass…. It’s about learning to dance in the rain. 

Let’s do it! 

 

I will leave you with this thought:  Enjoy the little things in life because one day you will look 

back and realize they were the big things. 

 

If you or someone you know needs a hug, please let me know by sending an email to 

hugs@talp.org.  After all, we are in this together! 

 

   Mary D. Teague, PP, PLS 

   Chair, TALP HUGS 
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TALP OFFICER SPOTLIGHT 

 

Michelle McDaniel-Secretary 

 

Hi Ya’ll.  It is my pleasure to serve as 

TALP Secretary for the 2020-2021 year.   

It has been a learning experience but I am 

loving it.  Special thanks to our EC for 

making me feel welcome.  I am a 

member of Corpus Christi ALP where I 

have served as President-Elect, President, 

Director and I am currently serving as 

Nominations, Reservations and Co-Chair 

of Ways and Means. 

 

Hasn’t this been a year of new and 

unusual occurrences?   I have to say, I am 

so proud of our EC.   We are coming up 

with ways to move forward and COVID 

is not slowing us down.  GO TALP! 

 

Special thank you to El Paso for hosting 

the Fall Conference and making it 

entirely virtual.   You guys did a 

wonderful job and you have set new 

standards.  Way to go…. 

 

Now we look forward to the Annual Conference hosted by Lubbock.   While we 

are still in a period of uncertainty, I really hope we can be in-person for this one.   I 

miss seeing all your beautiful faces. 

 

I am committed to TALP.   I believe in what we stand for….and what we are 

doing.  If at any time anyone needs to reach out to me 

(michelle_mcdaniel@me.com), please do not hesitate.   I am always available. 

 

Michelle McDaniel 
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Networking News 

 
SHINE YOUR LIGHT! 

 
 

 

(aka “It Ain’t Braggin’ If It’s True!”) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Share your local association news! 

Just send your stories and brags to 

lgentry@hkwwlaw.com 
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Helene Wood’s kitties! 
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Congrats El Paso 
on doing a great job hosting a virtual conference! 
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THAT AIN’T NOT RIGHT 

Know Their Origin 

English has some bizarre colloquialisms (idioms, popular expressions) – which 

seemingly make little sense to anybody – yet many of which you likely use 

yourself.  Here are the original derivations of just three of them: 

  

Can’t do something to save my life – A roundabout way of saying you’re completely 

inept at something.  Typically used in self-deprecation. 

Example: I’m the last person you want on your team, I can’t (run/throw/catch/etc.) to 

save my life. 

Origin: Antony Trollope first used this expression in his book Kellys and O’Kellys in 

1848. 

  

Turn a blind eye – To pretend not to have noticed something. 

Example – You made an odd decision, and I chose to turn a blind eye. 

Origin: Attributed to English naval hero Admiral Horatio Nelson who, during a battle, 

deliberately raised his telescope to his blind eye, thereby assuring his inability to see 

any signal from his superiors to withdraw from the battle. 

  

Head in the clouds – Describes someone being unrealistic, not grounded in reality. 

Example – If you think you’re getting this job, you’ve got your head in the clouds! 

Origin: In use since the mid 1600’s referencing a fantasist – since having one’s head in 

the clouds is clearly impossible. 

  

 

This material is provided by Hiett Ives, speaker, consultant, and 

author of That Ain’t Not Right–The Use and Abuse of the 

English Language. 

Reach him at Hiett@HiettIves.com or 832-372-6900. 

 

Thanks, Kip Hall, for forwarding, being in contact with Mr. 

Ives, and getting permission for the use of his work! 
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Texas Docket Advertising 
 

The Docket Advertising Committee is seeking advertisers for each issue of The Texas Docket. 
Do you know of a vendor that would like to establish a statewide network of Texas ALP members 
for its product or service or enhance its company’s name awareness by using this high-profile 
advertising option to achieve greater exposure to preeminent Texas legal professionals? If so, 
please provide the below information to the vendor or provide the contact information to The 
Texas Docket editor, Lola Smith-Gentry, at lgentry@hkwwlaw.com. 

 

Ad Options 

 

Full Page (9 h x 7 w) 

Half Page Horizontal (4.5 h x 7 w) 

Quarter Page Vertical (4.5 h x 3.25 w) 

 

Ad Rates 

 

Annual  One Issue 

Full = $100 Full = $50 

Half = $75  Half = $35 

Quarter = $50 Quarter = $20 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Local Associations,  
please send your brags! 

 
 

 

Note from the Editor: 
 

Have you read an article you think other members might be interested in reading? 

If so, you can share it for others to read in The Texas Docket. 

 

Feel free to e-mail the article to me at lgentry@hkwwlaw.com 
 


