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Rita C. Alesi, PP, PLS, TSC-CL

Welcome to Fall! Temperatures are dropping and so are the leaves. Right? Wishful thinking on my part,
but fall is here and soon the holiday season will be upon us. Texas ALP extends to you the warmest wishes
for a Happy Thanksgiving, Merry Christmas, and Happy New Year! I look forward to seeing everyone in
Corpus Christi. The members there are working exceptionally hard to be sure we have a fantastic
conference. Come be a part of the Texas ALP legacy. On May 27, 1955, modern day pioneers saw a need
and accepted the challenge to form the foundation of the Texas Association of Legal Secretaries at the
Driscoll Hotel Corpus Christi. A charter was issued by NALS on July 20, 1956. In May 1967 the 12
Annual Conference was held in Corpus Christi with 1,001 members. The next meeting held in Corpus
Christi was February 1991. The 38™ Annual Conference was held in Corpus Christi on May 20-23, 1993,
with 1,774 members. May 14-16, 1999, we again visited Corpus Christi for the 44" Annual Conference
with a membership of 709, and again June 10-13, 2004, for the 49™ Annual Conference with a membership
ending of 755.

During the annual education conference in Houston last April and in the last issue of the Docket, I shared
my theme for this year—the Starfish. I asked you—the members—to take the journey with Texas ALP as
we float with the sea stars. If each member participates in the membership campaign, our association can
thrive. Have you recruited a new member or mentored members to renew their memberships? Be sure to
let Andrea know how many members you have floating with Texas ALP so far this year.

In today’s busy society, it can be hard to think about finding time to volunteer. However, the benefits of
volunteering are enormous to you, your family, and the community. The right match can help you find
friends. Reach out to your local legal community. It can help you learn new skills and even advance your
career. Volunteering can even help protect your mental and physical health. It can provide a healthy boost
to your self-confidence and life satisfaction. It provides a natural sense of accomplishment. Your role as a
volunteer can also give you a sense of pride and identity. And the better you feel about yourself, the more
likely you are to have a positive view of your life and future goals.

Let the officers find the right place for you in Texas ALP. We have many openings for volunteers. One of
the best ways to make new friends and strengthen existing relationships is to commit to a shared activity
together. You will notice that many times you see the officers together. This is not meant to exclude you,
but to create a “bond” that strengthens our executive committee.

Don’t forget what Jon Gordon said, "Remember why you do what you do. We don't get burned out because
of what we do. We get burned out because we forget why we do what we do." Why don’t you make the

difference? Be the difference?
Ritw
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AUSTIN LPA, INC., received its charter October 28, 1960
and
CORPUS CHRISTI ALP received its charter October 30, 1953
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HUGS

We all need a hug every day. Marcus Julian Felicetti, in an internet blog, states that according to
family therapist Virginia Satir:

e We need 4 hugs a day for survival
o We need 8 hugs a day for maintenance
e We need 12 hugs a day for growth.

That’s a lot of hugs!

A hug is a healing touch which boosts oxytocin levels relieving loneliness, lifts serotonin levels
creating happiness, and relaxes muscles, releasing tension and pain. A hug boosts self-esteem,
shows us how to give and receive, and allows us to let go and be present in the moment.

So, let’s reach out to our members to share their happiness and sorrow with a hug — virtual
though it may be. Just forward to me any information regarding illness, death, birth, marriage,
etc., of a TALP member or family member that you would like to share with the members of our
association. The email address is hugs@talp.org.

Thanks!

Mary D. Teague, PP, PLS
Chair, TALP HUGS
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CONGRATULATIONS!
Emily Walterscheid, PP, CLP
on your election as
Texas ALP Secretary

Emily, Chief Paralegal at Matthew Harris Law, PLLC,
has thirteen years of experience in the legal profession. She
has been a member of NALS for almost seven years. She has
held almost every office position and either chaired or served
on every committee at the local level. Lubbock LPA is proud
of all the work she has done locally and also has done as
marketing, membership, education, and conference chairs at
the state level. She has also volunteered her time at the
national level on several boards. Emily has been active in
other legal associations and attends as much CLE as she can.

Emily received her certifications from NALS in 2014. She graduated with
Honors from American Military University.

In 2015 and 2016 Emily played football for the Alzheimer’s Football League
to help raise funds for research to raise awareness. She has served on the PTA for

her children.

Although very active in the legal field, Emily’s heart and soul is her family.
Donnavan and Kira are very involved in their schools.
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2018-2019 Membership Campaign
Theme: Starfish
Goal: Get as many Starfish as you can to win the grand prize.

Rules: Each Association/person starts out with 1 Starfish to fill up; for every Point you can you
get a “leg” on the starfish. The Association/person with the most complete starfish in April 2019
wins.

Points: To get Points you must do one of the following things:
1 Point: Send Emily the name and contact information for your membership chair.
1 Point: Send Emily the names/birthdays/contact information for your chapter.
1 Point: For every new member.
1 Point: For bringing back a past member to the association.

1 Point: Sharing a TALP social media post using your Association page (Emily is
excluded). For Example, LLPA Shares a TALP Post to its page.

1 Point: For every member who obtains certification (new certifications only).
1 Point: For every member who re-certifies and sends Emily, Proof of the recertification.

1 Point: For each member the local membership or welfare chair sends a birthday,
sympathy, or get well card to, and lets Emily know about it.

1 Point: For each member who gets a specialty certification.

2 Points: For holding a charity event or volunteering with a charitable organization
where 5 or more members attend.

2 Points: Holding a CLE event with a minimum of 4 hours of CLE.

2 Points: Sending something in for The Docket (and cc’ing Emily-The Docket chair will
be excluded).

2 Points: For giving a presentation to the local high school/college/paralegal
organizations about TALP (and sending Emily proof; i.e., pictures, post, something).

2 Points: Sending something to Emily for Marketing. It must be in postable form, so a
picture format, or ability to post on the Facebook page (Emily is excluded from this).

5 Points (that’s a whole starfish!): Hold a membership drive.
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TEXAS ALP 2018 FALL EDUCATION CONFERENCE
“FIESTA”
Radisson Beach Hotel Corpus Christi
October 12-13, 2018

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
Friday, October 12, 2018
7:30 am — 8:30 am Breakfast
7:30 am — 10:30 am Registration
9:00 am — 9:45 am Texas ALP Leadership
9:45 am — 10:30 am Open Forum

The Evolution of the American Jury — Justin Williams
(1.0 CLE)

12:15 pm — 1:30 pm Welcome Luncheon

10:45 am— 11:45 am

U.S. Immigration — View from the Bench — Judge Jason Libby
(1.0 CLE)
3:00 pm — 4:00 pm Human Sex Trafficking — State Rep. Todd Hunter (1.0 CLE)

1:45 pm — 2:45 pm

4:15pm 5:15 pm Texas ALP Fall Board Meeting

Saturday, October 13, 2018
7:30 am — 8:30 am Breakfast

7:30 am — 10:30 am Registration

“The Selena Murder Case: The Real Facts in the Handling of a
8:30 am— 11:45am | High Profile Case.” — Carlos Valdez, former DA and City
Attorney (3.0 CLE)

12:00 pm — 1:30 pm Professional Development Luncheon

Border Shootings: Mexico and the United States may share a
2,000-mile border, but the origins of their legal traditions are
oceans apart. — Robert C. Hilliard, Hilliard Martinez Gonzales
LLP (2.0 CLE)

4:00 pm — 4:15 pm TALP Fundraising Raffle

1:45 pm —3:45 pm
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The Life and Career of Deborah K. Rios: Paralegal to Attorney

Rios was born and raised in Corpus Christi. Texas. She has been licensed since 2002.
She obtained her associates degree in Legal Assisting from Del Mar College in 1991.
She had been working as a paralegal for five years before deciding to return to college
and thereafter applying to law school. She graduated with honors from Texas A&M
University-Corpus Christi in 1999 with a bachelor’s degree in Political Science. She

graduated with her juris doctorate from St. Mary’s University School of Law in 2002.

She started her professional career working at a civil defense law firm (the people who
defend businesses. corporations. and insurance companies). She was there six months
when she decided to pursue her dream of opening her own law office. In 2003, she
opened the Law Office of Deborah K. Rios. where she primarily practiced family law,
probate, wills and estates, and personal injury. In 2005. she was offered a unique
opportunity to work as in-house counsel for a physician who had several medical
practices. She did that for a couple of years and then returned to private practice,
where she expanded her practice to include criminal law. In 2010. she was hired as an
Assistant Attorney General in the Child Support Division of the Office of the Attorney
General. prosecuting child support enforcement cases as well as paternities and
modifications. In the summer of 2012, she returned to private practice, where she
narrowed her law practice to focus on criminal and family law. Each different venture

has afforded her experience in different areas of laws.

Rios does not regret her decision to switch careers, and she hopes others will consider

the job change if it is right for them.
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SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES FOR FALL EDUCATION CONFERENCE
CORPUS CHRISTI, TEXAS

CARLOS VALDEZ is known for prosecuting Tejano star
Selena’s killer and for having a lengthy political career. He was the
District Attorney for Nueces County for 17 years. Mr. Valdez has
also been a county and city attorney.

Mr. Valdez has written a book entitled Justice for Selena: The State
vs. Yolanda Saldivar. It is a first-hand account of the trial involving
the death of Selena Quintanilla Perez, the Tejano music superstar
whose murder sent shockwaves throughout the music world and

beyond.
Education: AA Del Mar College 1976
BA Texas A&I University 1976
JD University of Oklahoma School of Law
Experience: Nueces County Attorney 1985-1992
District Attorney 1993-2010
City Attorney 2010-2013
George West City Attorney 2016-present
Major trials: Nueces County vs. Texas Dept. of Corrections 1989

State vs. Frank Flores Cuellar
State vs. Mauricio Celis

State vs. Elizabeth Reynolds
State vs. Yolanda Saldivar

Teaching Experience:
Adjunct professor—Texas A&M University at Corpus Christi
National Advocacy Center—Columbia, South Carolina
Several Mexican States teaching trial advocacy
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TODD A. HUNTER was born in Bartlesville, Oklahoma, on
August 26, 1953. He attended the University of Kansas (1971-1975)
and Southern Methodist University Dedman School of Law (1975-
1978). Hunter has practiced law since November 1978 and is currently
a partner of The Law Office of Todd A. Hunter in Corpus Christi.
Todd and his wife, Alexis Taylor Hunter, have three children: Todd
Jr., Michael, and Christina.

During his previous tenure in the Texas House of Representatives
(1989-1997), Todd served on the Civil Practices Committee as its
Chairman, the State Affairs Committee as Vice Chairman, and on the Appropriations
Committee as the Chairman of the Education Sub-Committee. He also served as a member of
the Ways and Means, Elections, Calendars, Urban Affairs, and Higher Education Committees.

In 2008, Todd returned to the Texas House as the Representative for District 32, which
included Aransas, San Patricio, and Calhoun Counties, as well as part of Nueces County for
his fifth term.

In the 82nd Legislative Session (his sixth term), Todd was named the Chairman of the
Calendars Committee and as Chairman of the Select Committee on Election Contest. He also
served on the General Investigating & Ethics, Human Services, and Correction Committees. .

In 2012, Todd was elected for his seventh term to a district that encompasses the eastern half
of Nueces County. For the 83rd Legislative Session, Todd was once again named Chairman
of the Calendars Committee. He was also a member of the Redistricting, Judiciary and Civil
Jurisprudence, County Affairs, General Investigating and Ethics, and Transportation Funding
Committees.

Todd was elected for his eighth term in 2014. He was appointed the Chairman of the Calendars
Committee and Vice-Chairman of the Urban Affairs Committee for the 84th Legislative
Session. He was also a member of the Criminal Jurisprudence, Redistricting, and General
Investigating and Ethics Committees.

Rep. Hunter was re-elected in 2016 for his ninth term. He was once again appointed the

Chairman of the Calendars Committee, Vice Chairman of Criminal Jurisprudence, and a
member of the County Affairs Committee.
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Judge Jason B. Libby
United States Magistrate Judge, Corpus Christi Division

United States Magistrate Judge Jason B. Libby was
appointed by the United States District Court for the
Southern District of Texas, effective May 9, 2013. He
serves in the Corpus Christi Division.

Education:

Southern Methodist University School of Law, J.D.,
1995, Cum Laude

Trinity University, B.A. History and Communications,
1992, Cum Laude

Professional Career:
Assistant Federal Public Defender, Southern District of Texas, Corpus Christi Division, 2002
-2013
Associate Trial Attorney, Corpus Christi, Texas, 2000 - 2002
Trial Defense Counsel and Senior Defense Counsel, U.S. Army Trial Defense Service, Fort
Sam Houston, San Antonio, Texas, and Kaiserslautern, Germany, 1998 - 2000
Army Prosecutor, U.S. Army Judge Advocate General's Corps, Baumholder, Germany, 1996
- 1998
Army JAG in Training, The Judge Advocate General's School, U.S. Army Judge Advocate
General's Corp, Charlottesville, Virginia, 1996

History of Magistrate Judges

When Congress created the current three-tiered system of courts under Article III of the
Constitution in 1896, United States Commissioners could be appointed by district judges to
handle preliminary matters in criminal cases, like receiving bonds. In 1940, Congress
expanded the duties of Commissioners to include trial of petty criminal offenses by consent.
The Federal Magistrates Act of 1968 replaced the Commissioner with a position of Magistrate.
In 1990, the title magistrate was changed to magistrate judge.

Magistrate judges are appointed by judges of the district court for a term of eight years. They
may dispose of minor criminal offenses and may hold bench or jury trials in civil actions on
consent of the parties. In addition, magistrate judges handle preliminary proceedings in felony
matters, report and recommend to the district court on dispositive matters in civil cases, act as
masters when appointed, and manage and rule on non-dispositive matters in civil cases.
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JUSTIN L. WILLIAMS

JUSTIN L. WILLIAMS is the founder and
managing partner of WILLIAMS ATTORNEYS PLLC.

MR. WILLIAMS has been elected a Texas Super
Lawyer by his peers in Plaintiff’s Personal Injury Law
and Mass Torts from 2013-2018, he has been recognized
as one of America’s Top 100 Plaintiff’s Personal Injury
Attorneys as well as one of the 100 Best High Stakes
“Bet the Company” or litigators for over $2,000,000
cases. He was recognized as one of the Best Lawyers in
America by Rue’s Rating and is a member of the
Distinguished Lawyers of America, the Million and
Multi-Million Dollar Advocates, and has been
recognized by Texas Monthly Magazine as one of the Top Lawyers in Texas in Plaintiff’s
Personal Injury Law from 2013-2018. MR. WILLIAMS has been AV preeminent rated by
Martindale-Hubbard for over 25 years.

MR. WILLIAMS and his firm, including sons Sean and Ryan as well as Nathan Clark,
continue to fight every day for those injured and damaged in accidents or by bad drugs, illegal
actions, or in royalty litigation underpayment and bad accounting.

WILLIAMS ATTORNEYS PLLC
500 N. Water Street, Suite 500

Corpus Christi, Texas 78401 Office: 361-885-0184

Justin@williamstrial.com
www.williamstrial.com
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“FIESTA*
Corpus Christi, Texas * October 12-13, 2018

REGISTRATION DEADLINE—SEPTEMBER 27, 2018

REGISTRATION FORM
Name
i Address
i City/ST/ZIP
i Daytime Phone
Mobile Phone
E-mail

Certifications

O ALP OPLS gcLp app
O CLA ace O ACP aTsC
ORP 3 Other
{ Local Chapter

¢ Current Texas ALP Position Held

Current Local Position Held

Current NALS Position Held

{ O NALS Life Member O Texas ALP Past President
O This 1s my first Texas ALP meeting
i O Iwantto be a Texas ALP PAL

FULL REGISTRATION FEES

. [ Texas ALP Member* ... $135
. O Texas ALP Chair $ 85 :
O Nonmember.. ... $165 |
OIStudent ... $85

INDIVIDUAL EVENT REGISTRATION FEES

O Education Only — Nonmember (no meals) ................. $70
8 Education Only — Student (nomeals) ........._........... $50
O Breakfast (Friday) — Student/Nonmember _............_......_.. $9
- O Breakfast (Saturday) — Student/Nonmember ................... $15
- [ Welcome Luncheon — Student/Nonmember ................... $20

8 Professional Development Luncheon-Smdent/Noenmember... $32

. Late Fee (postmarked after September 29, 2018) ...._...._$25 .

: MEMBER’S GUEST REGISTRATION

O Breakfast (Friday) ... 8 0

O Breakfast (Saturday) ... %15
- 0O Welcome Luncheon ... $20

8 Professional Development Luncheon ... $32
. GUEST NAME:

. *Per Standing Rule No. 22, members are required to pay the :
. full registration fee.

i OThavea special dietary request (contact Registration Chair)
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS (Please mark each event you will attend)

Friday, October 12, 2018

: 0 7:30 am - 8:30 am Breakfast
i 0 7:30 am — 10:30 am Registration
0 9:00 am — 9:45 am Texas ALP Leadership
0 9:45am —10:30 am  Open Forum
0O 10:45 am— 11:45am  The Evolution of the American Jury —
Justin Williams

Welcome Luncheon

U.S. Immigration — View firom the
Bench — Judge Jason Libby
Human Sex Trafficking — State
Rep. Todd Hunter

Texas ALP Fall Board Meeting

:012:15 pm - 1:30 pm
{0 1:45 pm —2:45 pm

: 0 3:00 pm —4:00 pm
0 4:15 pm 5:15 pm

. Saturday, October 13, 2018

: 0 7:30 am —8:30 am Breakfast
i7:30am—1030am  Registration
{ 08:30 am—11:45 am “The Selena Murder Case” — Carlos
Valdez, former DA

Professional Development Luncheon
Border Shootings — Robert C. Hilliard
TALP Fundraising Raffle

© 1 12:00 pm — 1:30 pm
i 01:45pm—345pm
{3 4:00 pm 4:15 pm

PAYMENT INFORMATION

Total Amount Due (due with registration form): §

. Please make check payable to:

CCALP Special Meeting Account
(Federal Tax ID No. 74-6062856)

Notice: A $25 fee will be assessed for returned checks.
Refunds requested and confirmed in writing (less a $25

. processing fee) will be made until October 1, 2018.

Mail registration form to:
Michelle McDaniel
c/o Robert L. Ramey
Attorney at Law
615 North Upper Broadway Suite 1605
Corpus Christr, Texas 78401-0761

For questions about registration, contact Registration Chairs:
- Michelle McDaniel (361/816-0074); robertlramey(@att net
. Dee Martinez (361/573-4944); dmartinez@edwardsfirm com

HOTEL INFORMATION

Reservations should be made directly with the Radisson Beach Hotel, 3200 E. Surfside Blvd., Corpus Christi, Texas 78402. Book your reservation
through on-site reservations at (361) 883-9700. Please identify yvourself as a member of Texas ALP and use group code “ALP” to receive the

| discounted ocean view room rate of $125 single/double (inclusive of taxes), which is available October 11-13, if made by September 27, 2018. i
_ Contributions or gifis te Texas ALP are noi deductible as charitable contributions for income fax purposes.
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Invitation from Corpus Christi ALP
to the Texas ALP 2018 Fall Education Conference

Texas Association of Legal Professionals and Corpus Christi Association of Legal Professionals
invite you to attend the 2018 Fall Education Conference to be held October 12 and 13, 2018, at
the Radisson Beach Hotel in beautiful Corpus Christi, Texas. The conference will offer up to
8 hours of continuing legal education with topics to include the following:

Evolution of the American Jury
U.S. Immigration — View from the Bench
The Ethics of Social Media
The Selena Murder Case: The Real Facts in the Handling of a High Profile Case

Border Shootings: Mexico and the U.S. may share a 2,000-mile border, but the origins of their
legal traditions are oceans apart.

The conference will also offer a welcome luncheon on Friday and a Professional Development
luncheon on Saturday to be given by a former paralegal, now immigration attorney. You don’t
want to miss this conference in scenic Corpus Christi — right on the beach! Register today!

October 2018 www.texasalp.org Page 29



http://www.texasalp.org/

October 2018 www.texasalp.org Page 30


http://www.texasalp.org/

October 2018 www.texasalp.org Page 31


http://www.texasalp.org/

Have you read an interesting article?
Please submit to Igentry@hkwwlaw.com.

Texas Docket Advertising

The Docket Advertising Committee is seeking advertisers for each issue of The Texas Docket.
Do you know of a vendor that would like to establish a statewide network of Texas ALP members
for its product or service or enhance its company’s name awareness by using this high-profile
advertising option to achieve greater exposure to preeminent Texas legal professionals? If so,
please provide the below information to the vendor or provide the contact information to The
Texas Docket editor, Lola Smith-Gentry, at Igentry@hkwwlaw.com.

Ad Options Ad Rates
Full Page (O hx 7 w) Annual One [ssue
Half Page Horizontal (4.5 h x 7 w) Full = $100 Full = $50
Quarter Page Vertical (4.5 hx 3.25 w) Half = $75 Half = $35
Quarter = $50 Quarter = $20

Note from the Editor:

Have you read an article you think other members might be interested in reading?
If so, you can share it for others to read in The Texas Docket.

Feel free to e-mail the article to me at lgentry@hkwwlaw.com

Local Associations, please send your brags!
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